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NOLAG  Fight  Continues;  March  Cancelled 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  Another  round 
of  allegations  and  disputations  has 
been  made  on  the  handling  of 
funds  and  organization  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  March  on  Washington  ’79 
(MOW-I)  and  its  off-shoot,  the 
National  Organization  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  (NOLAG). 

The  topic  of  discussion  at  “An 
Open  Forum  on  the  NOLAG  Con¬ 
troversies,”  held  Saturday,  Jan¬ 
uary  9  at  the  Greenwhich  House  in 
New  York  was  billed  as  “Another 
March  on  Washington?”  but  most 
of  the  debate  focussed  on  the  al¬ 
leged  mismanagement  of  the 
March’s  New  York  office  rather 
than  on  questions  of  march  strat¬ 
egy.  Part  of  the  reason  for  this 
change  in  theme  was  the  report 
from  several  NOLAG  members  on 
the  panel  that  the  Second  National 
March  on  Washington  (MOW-II), 
scheduled  for  May  2,  1982  had 
been  canceled  at  a  meeting  of 
NOLAG’s  National  Coordinating 
Committee,  held  earlier  the  same 
day  at  Hunter  College. 

Participants  on  the  panel  were 
Kevin  Mullen,  membership  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  New  York  March 
office;  Katherine  Davenport, 
media  co-ordinator  of  the  March; 
Christy  Kissel,  NOLAG  Coor¬ 


dinating  Committee  member  from 
San  Francisco;  Tory  Osborn,  an 
independent  producer  of  women’s 
music;  Francis  Serra,  acting  sec¬ 
retary  of  NOLAG’s  Pacific 
Region  and  member-at-large  of 
the  Coordinating  Committee; 
John  Feeney,  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee  member,  Midwest  Region; 
and  Bea  Roman  of  NOLAG’s  na¬ 
tional  office  in  Washington.  Rick 
Lange,  Midwest  Regional  Co-Co- 
ordinator  for  MOW-1,  had  beet) 
invited  but  was  unable  to  attend; 
Marsha  Levine,  former  volunteer 
staffer  of  NOLAG’s  Boston  head¬ 
quarters,  was  invited  but  had  not 
arrived  when  this  writer  left  the 
forum. 

Jim  Beane  of  Pentheus/New 
York,  a  gay  men’s  group,  organ¬ 
ized  and  moderated  the  panel  and 
has  been  among  those  leveling 
charged  of  misconduct  against  a 
group  of  activists  he  called  “the 
Ault  gang.”  In  a  letter  to  a  meeting 
of  MOW-II  organizers  at  New 
York  University  last  October, 
Beane  and  others  asserted  that 
Steve  Ault,  Betty  Santoro,  Ron 
Alheim,  Eleanor  Cooper,  Joyce 
Hunter  and  Juanita  Ramos,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR),  “moved 
the  headquarters  of  the  MOW-I  to 


the  New  York  offices  of  CLGR 
and  began  a  program  of  irrespon¬ 
sible  spending  that  resulted  in  a 
debt  of  over  $35,000.  Most  of  this 
debt  is  still  owed.  Their  treatment 
of  cash  receipts  has  become  a  no¬ 
torious  joke.” 

Asked  to  detail  the  operation  of 
MOW-I’s  New  York  office,  Mul¬ 
len  said  that  he  had  made  efforts  to 
keep  books  and  to  log  in  money 
collected  from  fund-raising  ac¬ 
tivities,  including  the  sale  of  bot¬ 
tom  and  t-shirts  on  Christopher 
Street.  “We  had  a  counter  at  the 
back  of  the  office  where  people 
were  supposed  to  enter  what  they 
had  collected,”  Mullen  reported. 
“But  staff  people  would  just  grab 
money  from  people  coming  in  and 
not  say  what  they  took  it  for.  Just 
to  illustrate,  one  night  I  came  in 
with  over  $130  in  a  tin  can.  By  the 
time  I  got  to  the  back  of  the  office, 
there  was  15  cents  left.” 

Mullen  noted  that  an  arrange¬ 
ment  between  the  national  and 
local  MOW  offices  had  been 
worked  out  so  that  each  received  a 
percentage  of  the  funds  collected. 
“But  those  two  organizations  were 
in  fact  run  from  the  same  office 
and  after  a  month  or  two  the 
money  wasn’t  separated  any¬ 
more,”  Mullen  went  on. 


According  to  Mullen,  Joyce 
Hunter,  the  New  York  office  man¬ 
ager  and  co-chair  of  the  March’s 
National  Finance  Committee,  au¬ 
thorized  this  commingling  of 
funds. 

“The  locked  box  where  1  kept 


the  money  would  sometimes  be 
jimmied  open  when  1  came  in 
around  1 1  a.m.  every  day.  There 
were  lOU’s  but  the  signatures  were 
frequently  illegible,”  said  Mullen. 
“And  all  the  papers  and  lists  I  had 
Continued  on  page  3 


Recent  AMA  Report  Claims 
Homosexuality  ‘Curable’ 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

LAS  VEGAS,  NV  —  The 
House  of  Delegates  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Medical  Association  voted  at 
a  recent  meeting  here  to  adopt  a  re¬ 
port  urging  physicians  to  be  better 
attuned  to  the  needs  of  their  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  patients. 

The  report,  “Health  Care  Needs 
of  Homosexuals,”  recommends 
that  the  AMA  take  a  “leadership 
role”  in  educating  medical  stu¬ 
dents  and  physicians  on  medical 
problems  such  as  sexually-trans¬ 
mitted  diseases  afflicting  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

But  a  controversial  secton  of  the 
report  also  urges  physicians  to  pay 
particular  heed  to  the  possibility  of 
changing  a  patient’s  sexual  orien¬ 
tation. 

“Because  some  homosexual 
groups  maintain,  contrary  to  the 
bulk  of  scientific  evidence,  that 
preferential  or  exclusive  homosex¬ 
uality  can  never  be  changed,  these 
people  may  be  discouraged  from 
seeking  adequate  psychiatric  con¬ 
sultation.  What  is  more  important 
is  that  this  myth  may  also  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  some  physicians.  .  .  . 
The  physician  who  is  not  alert  to 
the  orientation  of  the  homosexual 
patient  may  not  challenge  this  be¬ 
lief  in  irreversibility  and  arrange 
for  appropriate  referral,”  the  re¬ 
port  claims. 

Psychiatrist  James  Krajeski, 
president-elect  of  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association’s  Caucus 
of  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Members,  told  GCN  that  “the 
whole  section  is  given  an  inordin¬ 
ate  amount  of  space  in  the  report 
and  I  think  that  it  may  push  some 
physicians  to  suggest  to  patients 
that  they  should  change  their  sexu¬ 
al  orientaion.  ...  I  think  it  may 
also  give  a  more  favorable  impres¬ 
sion  that  it’s  easy  to  do  that.” 

Krajeski  and  David  Kessler,  out¬ 
going  president  of  the  APA  cau¬ 
cus,  successfully  lobbied  for  re¬ 
moval  of  several  sections  from  a 
prior  version  of  the  report.  Those 
sections  included  an  assertion  that 


“some  physicians  may  be  less  than 
objective  in  dealing  with  a  profes¬ 
sed  homosexual  if  they  harbor  tra¬ 
ditional  anti-homosexual  biases  or 
disapprove  of  the  politics  of  gay 
liberation.  Such  communication 
barriers  that  exist  because  of  tradi¬ 
tional  societal  values  are  not  low¬ 
ered  by  the  confrontational  tactics 
of  the  gay  liberation  movement.” 
One  section  also  impled  that  the 
1973  action  by  the  APA  eliminat¬ 
ing  homosexuality  from  its  list  of 
mental  disorders  was  motivated  by 
political  considerations.  Members 
of  the  APA  maintain  that  their  de¬ 
cision  was  based  on  an  evaluation 
of  scientific  criteria  and  was  not 
simply  a  reaction  to  political  pres¬ 
sure. 

Despite  the  gains  made, 
Krajeski  still  expressed  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the  process  leading  to 
the  issuance  of  the  report. 

“The  council,  instead  of  doing 
what  I  had  hoped,  which  would  be 
that  they  would  actively  seek  some 
consultation  with  gay  people  and 
other  people  outside  the  council 
who  were  knowledgeable  about 
homosexuality,  simply  incor¬ 
porated  some  of  the  ideas  and  sug¬ 
gestions  that  I  and  other  people 
had  made.  As  far  as  I  know, 
through  the  entire  process  there 
was  no  active  seeking  of  input 
from  the  gay  community,”  Kra¬ 
jeski  said. 

Kessler  emphasized  that  he 
thought  the  report  was  “a  positive 
document  overall,”  saying  that  he 
thought  the  possible  benefits  of 
the  report  outweighed  its  disad¬ 
vantages.  Kessler  told  GCN  that 
he  and  Krajeski  were  ulimately 
faced  with  the  alternatives  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  report  as  it  now  stands  or 
losing  it  altogether. 

“The  positive  side  is  that  it  is  a 
great  step  forward  for  the  AMA 
even  to  recognize  that  there  are  gay 
patients,  that  there  are  gay  health 
care  needs,  that  doctors  should  be 
non-judgmental,  that  doctors 
need  training  and  that  there  is  a 


gay  community  out  there  to  work 
with,”  Kessler  said.  “The  fact  that 
the  AMA  calls  for  non-judgmental 
health  care  I  think  is  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  political  statement.  If  physic¬ 
ians  are  found  to  be  discriminatory 
or  prejudiced  in  their  treatment  of 
homosexuals,  I  think  the  political 
statement  of  the  AMA  could  be 
called  into  effect.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


The  Accused  Respond 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  GCN  spoke 
with  several  activists  in  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  (CLGR)  for  their  reac¬ 
tions  to  “An  Open  Forum  on 
the  NOLAG  Controversies.” 

Steve  Ault  discussed  the  con¬ 
troversy  surrounding  the  first 
March  on  Washington  at  some 
length.  “I  wasn’t  invited  to  be 
on  the  panel  Saturday  night 
and  though  it  was  open  to  the 
public  I  purposely  did  not  at¬ 
tend.  Knowing  who  some  of 
the  panelists  were,  1  pretty 
much  figured  it  would  turn  in¬ 
to  a  kangaroo  court.  My 
presence  there  would  only  have 
lent  respectability  to  what  was 
going  on. 

“I  really  resent  the  way  my 
name  was  used,  though,”  Ault 
■  went  on.  “It’s  less  of  an  insult 
to  me  than  it  is  to  the  other 
people.  If  I  had  tried  to  push 
them  around  or  tell  them  what 
to  do,  I’d  have  had  my  head 
handed  to  me. 

“I  also  don’t  understand 
how  the  March’s  offices  were 
moved  to  CLGR  headquarters. 
At  the  first  organizational 
meeting  on  the  March,  held  in 
Philadelphia,  it  was  decided 
the  March  offices  would  be  in 
New  York.  To  say  the  offices 
were  ‘moved’  means  they  had 
to  have  been  somewhere  else  to 
begin  with.” 

On  the  allegation  made  by 
Beane  and  others  that  money 


had  been  spent  irresponsibly  by 
the  MOW-1  office  in  New 
York,  Ault  detailed  the  major 
expenditures  that  had  been 
made.  These  included  office 
space  ($600  a  month),  mailings 
and  telephone  calls  to  local 
organizations  around  the  coun¬ 
try,  brochures  and  posters.  A 
different  set  of  ledgers  was  us¬ 
ed  to  log  expenditures  for  the 
rally  in  Washington.  “We  did 
have  salaries,”  Ault  com¬ 
mented,  “but  most  of  that  is  in 
the  debt.  I’m  still  owed  my 
salary  of  $2000  and  my  mother 
is  owed  $1000  for  an  emergen¬ 
cy  loan  she  made  us.  1  don’t  see 
how  people  can  accuse  us  of 
financial  irregularities  when  we 
were  the  ones  pumping  money 
into  the  March. 

“Any  march  I’ve  been  in¬ 
volved  in,  and  I’ve  been  in  the 
movement  15  years,  runs  up  a 
debt.  You  pay  the  organizing 
expenses  before  the  march  and 
hope  that  you’ll  collect  enough 
at  the  march  to  cover  it.  Our 
problem  is  that  we  didn’t  get  as 
much  money  the  day  of  the 
march  as  we  should  have.” 

Another  problem  was  that 
the  March  was  not  backed  by 
any  major  organization  until 
two  months  before  it  actually 
took  place,  and  contributors 
looking  for  organizational  en¬ 
dorsements  as  a  sign  of 
legitimacy  held  off  until  the 
last  minute.  “What  Kevin 
Continued  on  page  3 


Health  Department  Asks 
To  Distribute  New  Vaccine 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI— The  City 

Health  Department’s  Sexually 
Transmitted  Disease  (STD)  Center 
expects  to  know  in  the  spring 
whether  it  will  become  a  distri¬ 
bution  site  for  the  new  Hepatitis  B 
vaccine. 

Center  director  Michael  Ritchie 
asked  Merck  &  Co.  about  getting 
the  newly-licensed  vaccine  because 
so  many  gays  use  his  clinic.  Merck 
officials  then  asked  him  for  a  list 
of  other  STD  centers  with  large 
gay  clienteles.  He  suggested  14 
clinics  in  Boston,  Houston,  Wash¬ 
ington  D.C.,  Los  Angeles, 
Chicago,  New  York,  Minneapolis 
and  elsewhere. 

Ritchie  says  he  has  already  had 
inquiries  from  several  gay  men 
about  getting  vaccinated,  a  pre¬ 
caution  that  provides  96  percent 
immunity  from  the  liver  disease 
for  five  years  at  a  cost  of  about 
$120. 

The  University  of  Cincinnati’s 
(UC)  Hoxworth  Blood  Center  is 
helping  supply  blood  plasma  re¬ 
quired  in  the  production  of  the 
vaccine.  “The  donors  we  have 
now  get  a  lot  of  satisfaction  from 
participating  in  the  project,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Manley  McGill. 
“This  vaccine  could  truly  prove  to 
be  the  first  anti-cancer  drug.  In 


other  countries,  Hepatitis  B  is  car¬ 
ried  through  many  generations, 
resulting  in  hepatoma,  or  liver 
cancer.  We’ll  see  it  here  in  Amer¬ 
ica  after  several  generations,  but 
this  vaccine  will  prevent  it,”  he 
said.  “Some  people  who  come  in 
for  the  screening  and  don’t 
qualify  are  disappointed.” 

Hepatitis  B  is  one  of  the  most 
common  and  serious  infections 
among  gay  men.  Approximately 
200,000  new  cases  are  reported 
each  year  in  the  U.S.  Hoxworth 
did  special  outreach  to  the  local 
gay  community,  including  taking 
blood  samples  at  the  1981  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Pride  Rally  on  Fountain 
Square. 

Commenting  on  the  outbreak 
of  the  two  new  illnesses  confront¬ 
ing  gays,  Ritchie  urged  men  to  be 
“frank  with  physicians  about 
their  sexual  preferences.  Pneumo¬ 
cystis  Carinii  pneumonia  is 
unresponsive  to  treatment  and  not 
all  doctors  may  understand  its 
seriousness  without  knowledge  of 
the  patient’s  homosexuality,”  he 
said. 

It  and  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  cancer 
are  “so  indefinite  and  so  scary” 
that  Ritchie  is  working  with  the 
UC  Medical  Center’s  Infectious 
Disease  Division  to  “pool  re¬ 
sources”  in  combatting  any 


outbreak  here.  No  cases  have  been 
reported  yet,  he  said.  Elsewhere, 
at  least  74  victims  have  died  since 
last  summer.  A  hundred  other 
cases  of  the  strange  illnesses  have 
been  treated. 

Ritchie  is  also  busy  seeking 
alternative  funding  for  the 
Center’s  operation  since  federal 
budget  cuts  threaten  its  continuing 
efforts  to  control  the  spread  of 
STDs.  General  funding  was  cut  by 
56  percent,  he  said,  limiting 
follow-up  counseling  and  screen¬ 
ing.  “The  City’s  budget  is  not  in 
such  great  shape  either,”  Ritchie 
said  to  underscore  the  need  for 
new  funds. 

The  clinic  is  one  of  nine  federal 
Regional  Training  Centers  for 
health  professionals.  A  lengthy 
videotape  about  gay  clients  made 
by  the  Gay  Speakers  Bureau  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Center  for 
Disease  Control  for  use  at  its 
other  training  centers. 

Ritchie  pioneered  in  outreach  to 
gays,  doing  STD  testing  at  a  gay 
bar  in  1973,  an  effort  since  copied 
in  most  large  cities.  At  least  30 
percent  of  the  Center’s  male 
clients  are  gay.  He  credits  a  posi¬ 
tive  reputation  for  a  decline  in 
syphilis  here,  an  STD  that  has 
increased  by  33  percent  elsewhere. 
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News  Notes _ 

quote  of  the  week 

“Now  and  then  you  just  sort  of  want  to  sit  back 
and  gloat.  Already  we’re  setting  the  clock  back— and 
they  said  we  couldn’t  do  it!" 

—  Republican  Senator  John  East  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  at  the  10th  annual  leadership  conference  of  the 
Eagle  Forum,  held  recently  in  Washington,  as 
reported  in  Chicago  GayLife  for  December  25. 


lesbian  journalism 

LONDON  —  A  number  of  lesbians  met  here 
recently  with  editors  of  Gay  News  (GN)  to  discuss 
greater  participation  by  women  in  producing  GN  and 
better  coverage  of  lesbian  issues  in  the  paper. 

Prompted  by  the  recent  demise  of  Sappho, 
England’s  leading  lesbian  publication,  the  Decem¬ 
bers  meeting  involved  some  30  of  140  women  who 
had  signed  a  letter  to  GN  editors  to  express  their 
concern  over  the  need  for  lesbian  journalism. 

According  to  GN,  much  discussion  concerned 
whether  space  in  the  paper  should  be  set  aside  spe¬ 
cifically  for  women,  whether  women  and  women’s 
issues  should  be  integrated  more  fully  into  the  paper 
as  a  whole,  or  whether  both  should  take  place.  Some 
women  said  separate  pages  might  result  in 
abandoning  efforts  elsewhere  in  the  paper. 

At  the  end  of  the  discussion,  eight  of  the  women 
present  expressed  support  for  integration  of  lesbians 
into  the  paper,  22  said  they  favored  both  integration 
and  separate  women’s  pages,  and  none  favored 
women’s  pages  without  integration. 

Women  already  working  at  GN  asked  for  better 
representation  of  women  on  the  paper’s  covers,  a 
balance  between  women’s  and  men’s  viewpoints  and 
editing  of  any  women’s  pages  by  a  group  instead  of  by 
a  single  editor.  One  woman  already  working  on  the 
paper  argued  for  shared  editing  on  the  grounds  that 
single  editorship  leads  to  an  “imprinting”  of  the 
editor’s  personality  on  the  material  and  to  impover¬ 
ishment  of  content. 

Final  decisions  on  the  issue  will  not  be  made 
until  further  discussions  have  been  held. 


bigger  than  both 

BOSTON  —  Representative  Barney  Frank,  a  long¬ 
time  supporter  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights,  has  decided 
to  run  for  re-election  despite  an  apparent  attempt  at 
ousting  him  from  the  legislature  through  re¬ 
districting. 

The  Boston  Globe  reports  that  Frank  announced 
on  January  11  that  he  will  run  against  conservative 
Republican  Margaret  Heckler  to  represent  the  consti¬ 
tuency  formed  by  consolidating  the  two  represent¬ 
atives’  former  districts.  The  districts  were  combined 
because  population  shifts  reflected  in  the  1980 
census  resulted  in  a  loss  of  one  of  Massachusetts’  12 
congressional  seats. 

Frank  had  said  earlier  that  he  would  not  run 
unless  the  state  legislature  included  Framingham,  a 
town  he  presently  represents,  in  the  new,  combined 
district. 

“This  thing  is  bigger  than  both  of  us,”  the  Globe 
quotes  Frank  as  saying.  “What  is  at  stake  is  more  than 
who  is  going  to  represent  the  district.  Ronald  Reagan 
has  a  very  explicit  ideological  goal.  It  is  to  remove  the 
federal  government  as  a  significant  force  for 
addressing  our  problems.  Congresswoman  Heckler 
has. .  .been  a  consistent  supporter  of  Reagan’s  pro¬ 
grams  and  that  is  the  overriding  issue  in  the  1982 
election.” 

Frank  said  he  has  the  support  of  the  Democratic 
National  Committee,  House  Speaker  Thomas  O’Neill 
and  Senator  Edward  Kennedy. 


ici  paris  gai 

PARIS  —  A  gay  radio  station  that  has  been  in 
operation  here  since  September  15  may  be  among  the 
independent  stations  to  receive  financial  aid  from  the 
socialist  government  of  President  Francois 
Mitterand. 

According  to  Gay  News  of  London,  the  station 
will  receive  a  subsidy  from  advertising  revenue  raised 
by  the  state-owned  television  system  if  a  proposal 
currently  being  considered  is  approved. 

Frequence  Gai,  which  broadcasts  24  hours  a  day, 
seven  days  a  week  to  a  40  kilometer  area  in  Paris,  is 
operated  by  120  people,  ten  of  them  women.  About  70 
percent  of  the  station’s  programming  is  music,  with 
four  news  bulletins  a  day. 


that’s  entertainment 

SOMERVILLE,  MA  —  The  Somerville  Women’s 
Center  Coffeehouse,  which  is  operated  by  and  for 
women,  has  announced  the  performances  they  have 
scheduled  for  the  month  of  January. 

On  Monday,  January  18,  feminist  singer  and 
songwriter  Katherine  Triantafillou  will  perform  and  on 
Monday,  January  25,  Joanie  Katz  will  present 
women’s  music. 

Doors  are  open  for  the  performances  from 
7:30  p.m.  to  10:30  p.m.  A  $2.00  donation  is  requested. 

The  Center  is  located  at  38  Union  Square  and 
their  telephone  number  is  (617)  628-6311. 


can’t  do  that 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  A  trial  date  of  March  15 
has  been  set  in  the  case  of  a  gay  man  charged  with 
disorderly  conduct  for  questioning  the  behavior  of 
two  policemen  making  arrests  in  an  erotic  bookstore. 

According  to  GLC  Voice,  a  lesbian  and  gay  news¬ 
paper,  Rick  Hunter  says  he  heard  yelling  as  he  came 
out  of  a  movie  booth  in  the  store  and  saw  two 
uniformed  police  officers  arresting  two  men.  Hunter 
told  the  Voice  that  the  policemen  were  frisking  the 
men  and  that  one  of  them  asked  why  he  “was  in  the 
booth  with  a  cock  in  his  mouth.”  Hunter  reports  that 
the  police  were  calling  the  two  men  “perverts”  and 
"disgusting.” 

Hunter  approached  the  police  officers  and  said, 
“Hey!  You  can’t  do  that  even  if  you  are  the  vice 
squad!” 

One  of  the  officers  grabbed  Hunter  by  the  neck 
and  accused  him  of  interfering  with  an  arrest.  Hunter 
says  when  he  tried  to  break  the  officer’s  hold,  the 
officer  hit  him,  forced  him  to  the  floor  and  handcuffed 
him.  He  was  taken  to  the  squad  car,  verbally  abused 
and  told  he  was  “lucky  to  be  alive.” 

After  Hunter  filed  a  complaint  against  the  two 
police  officers,  with  the  two  men  he  had  tried  to  assist 
as  witnesses,  the  chief  of  police  told  Hunter  that 
there  was  not  enough  evidence  to  substantiate  the 
complaint. 


still  walkling  around 

WILLIAMSTOWN,  MA  —  Officials  at  prestigious 
Williams  College  here  placed  two  male  students  on 
probation  for  sexual  harassment  after  six  women 
students  reported  being  raped,  sexually  assaulted  or 
sexually  threatened  by  the  two,  the  Boston  Herald 
American  reports. 

Williams  students  have  planned  a  rally  to  protest 
the  lenient  punishment  given  the  two  men.  “I’m  so 
angry,  so  dismayed,”  said  one  of  the  six  female 
students.  “It’s  like  the  college  is  saying  what  they  did 
isn’t  that  serious  and  the  man  is  still  walking  around, 
thinking  he  didn’t  do  anything  wrong.” 

None  of  the  six  women  has  filed  criminal  charges 
against  the  two  men  because,  they  say,  they  expected 
the  college  to  handle  the  matter  and  because  they 
wanted  to  avoid  having  their  families  learn  of  the 
incidents. 


safehouse 

SOMERVILLE,  MA  —  A  training  session  for 
women  and  girls  of  Somerville  interested  in 
Safehouse,  an  anti-rape  and  violence  program,  has 
been  scheduled  for  Sunday,  January  24  from  1 :00  p.m. 
to  4:30  p.m.  at  the  Somerville  Women’s  Center. 

Childcare  will  be  provided. 

For  more  information  or  to  preregister,  call  the 
Center  at  (617)  628-6311.  The  Center  is  located  at 
38  Union  Square,  Somerville. 


happy  birthday 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center  has  scheduled  a  full  day  of  activity  to  celebrate 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  operations  in  its  present 
location. 

The  Center  actually  began  in  March,  1971  with 
the  occupation  by  over  100  women  of  a  former  knitting 
mill  on  Memorial  Drive  in  Cambridge.  After  marching 
from  the  Boston  Common  to  the  mill,  then  owned  by 
Harvard  University  and  MIT,  the  women  set  out  to 
organize  classes  and  set  up  childcare  facilities  in  an 
effort  to  put  the  building  to  better  use  than  its  former 
occupants.  Having  demonstrated  the  need  for  a 
women’s  center,  the  women  left  the  building  ten  days 
later  committed  to  establishing  a  permanent  center. 

The  building  on  Pleasant  Street  now  housing  the 
center  was  bought  and  officially  opened  on  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1972. 

To  avoid  financial  dependence  on  foundations, 
corporations  or  the  government,  the  Center  has  relied 
from  the  beginning  on  community  support. 
Donations,  which  are  tax-deductible,  are  especially 
needed  as  the  costs  of  operating  the  Center  rise. 

The  Center  has  been  a  focal  point  in  the  Boston 
area  for  women’s  activities  and  has  given  support  and 
impetus  to  many  new  ideas  and  services.  Groups 
currently  using  the  Center  include  the  Boston  Area 
Rape  Crisis  Center,  Women  Against  Violence  Against 
Women,  Coalition  to  Stop  Institutional  Violence, 
Battered  Women’s  Discussion  Group  and  Battered 
Women’s  Directory  and  Safehouse  Project,  Lesbian 
Liberation  and  Lesbian  Mothers’  Group. 

The  Center’s  tenth  birthday  celebration  will 
begin  at  11:00  a.m.  on  Saturday,  January  23  with  an 
open  house.  Workshops,  slide  shows  and  other 
activities  will  be  presented  by  the  Center  and  other 
Boston  area  groups.  A  party  has  been  planned  for  that 
evening.  Food  and  childcare  will  be  available. 

All  women  and  children  are  invited  to  help  the 
Center  celebrate. 

The  Women’s  Center  is  located  at  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Cambridge,  02139.  Their  telephone  number  is 
(617)  354-8807. 


scorn,  ridicule  and  contempt 

DUBUQUE,  IA  —  A  former  employee  of  a  packing 
company  who  was  fired  for  allegedly  making  sexual 
advances  to  another  male  employee  has  filed  suit 
against  the  company. 

According  to  the  Des  Moines  Register,  Albert 
Wilkins  is  seeking  $11  million  in  damages  from  the 
Dubuque  Packing  Company  because  the  company’s 
claim  that  he  is  homosexual  has  hurt  his  chances  for 
employment  elsewhere  and  has  subjected  his  family 
to  “scorn,  ridicule  and  contempt.” 

Wilkins  claims  that  company  officials  told 
members  of  the  board  of  directors  he  had 
propositioned  another  male  employee  in  response  to 
Wilkins’  attempts  to  stop  illegal  and  unethical 
practices  by  company  officials. 

Wilkins  says  he  had  tried  to  put  a  halt  to  wrongful 
pricing  and  expense  account  practices,  including 
charging  prostitutes’  fees  to  the  company. 


emotional  and  symbolic 

NEW  YORK  —  A  Manhattan  Family  Court  judge 
has  denied  a  petition  by  a  32-year-old  gay  man  to 
adopt  his  43-year-old  lover. 

The  New  York  Native  reports  that  Judge 
Mortimer  Getzels  said  he  was  "most  sympathetic  to 
the  yearnings  of  two  decent  people  living  exemplary, 
productive  lives  who  are  seeking  legal  recognition  of 
the  bond  that  exists  between  them”  but  that  he  could 
not  grant  the  petition  because  it  would  not  create  a 
parent-child  relationship. 

The  couple  had  sought  adoption  for  “emotional 
and  symbolic  purposes”  and  to  allow  the  older  man  to 
live  with  the  younger,  whose  apartment  lease  restricts 
occupancy  to  the  tenant  and  a  member  of  the  tenant’s 
immediate  family. 

A  Brooklyn  Family  Court  granted  a  similar 
petition  last  January,  allowing  a  gay  man  to  adopt  his 
lover,  but  the  Brooklyn  court  decision  did  not  set  a 
precedent  binding  on  Getzel. 

Getzel’s  decision  is  being  appealed. 


Sicilian  bust 

AGRICENTO,  Italy  —  A  massive  protest  has 
resulted  from  the  arrest  of  two  women  in  a  park  in  this 
Sicilian  town  for  kissing  in  public. 

According  to  the  International  Lesbian  Informa¬ 
tion  Service,  Maria  Santa  Uzzo  and  Rozanna  Mazza 
were  arrested  when  they  refused  to  obey  a  policeman 
who  ordered  them  to  stop  kissing.  Uzzo  was 
reportedly  taken  to  a  local  mental  hospital  and  put 
under  heavy  sedation  before  being  transferred  to  the 
Caltanisetta  Prison  to  join  Mazza. 

The  two  women  have  been  released  but  are 
charged  with  offences  against  public  morality  and 
with  resisting  a  civil  servant  in  the  course  of  his 
duties. 

The  Movimiento  Femminista  di  Roma  is  lobbying 
women  members  of  the  Italian  parliament  on  the 
matter.  Activists  point  out  to  government  officials  the 
October  1  decision  by  the  Council  of  Europe  to  outlaw 
discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 


entitled  to  redress 

HEALDSBURG,  CA  —  A  trial  has  been  scheduled 
for  this  month  in  a  lawsuit  filed  against  State  Senator 
John  Briggs  by  a  teacher  who  claims  Briggs  and  his 
organization  singled  him  out  for  vilification. 

Larry  Berner  of  Healdsburg  says  that  Briggs  and 
the  Save  Our  Children  Committee  attempted  repeat¬ 
edly  to  portray  him  as  a  child  molester  during  the  1978 
campaign  for  Proposition  6,  an  initiative  drive  against 
gay  teachers.  The  suit  alleges  libel,  slander  and 
invasion  of  privacy  on  the  part  of  Briggs  and  the 
Committee. 

Briggs  began  his  campaign  for  Proposition  6  in 
Healdsburg  and  used  Berner,  who  is  openly  gay,  as  an 
example  of  the  evils  of  homosexual  teachers. 

“Libels  like  this  cannot  go  unchallenged  by  the 
gay  community,”  said  Jean  O’Leary,  executive 
director  of  Gay  Rights  Advocates  (GRA),  the  public 
interest  law  firm  representing  Berner.  “Berner’s  rights 
have  been  trampled  and  he  is  entitled  to  redress  in  the 
courts.” 

GRA  legal  counsel  Don  Knutson  commented  that 
the  case  “should  serve  as  notice  that  lesbians  and 
gay  men  can  no  longer  be  slandered  with  impunity. 
The  day  is  gone  when  gay  people  will  forego  their 
legal  rights  and  slink  back  into  the  closet." 


asthmatic,  arthritic,  gay 

UTRECHT,  The  Netherlands  —  A  sperm  bank  at  a 
university  clinic  here  has  refused  to  accept  gay  men 
as  donors. 

The  newspaper  Utrechts  Universiteitsbiad 
reports  that  physicians  at  Utrecht  University  clinic 
say  it  is  still  unclear  whether  homosexuality  can  be 
inherited. 

The  clinic  also  refuses  donations  of  sperm  from 
men  with  asthma  or  arthritis  for  the  same  reason. 

News  Notes  edited  this  week  by  David  Morris. 
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News  Analysis 

The  Philadelphia  Police:  Brutal  to  Some 


By  Marc  Killinger 

PHILADELPHIA  —  It  is  impossible  to  talk  about  the 
Philadelphia  Police  Department  without  conjuring  up  the 
image  of  Frank  Rizzo.  The  recent  talk  around  this  city  of  a 
possible  attempt  on  his  part  at  a  political  comeback  places 
the  former  beat  policeman,  police  commissioner  and  mayor 
in  sharp  contrast  to  the  changes  in  the  police  department 
that  have  taken  place  since  his  political  demise. 

The  legacy  of  Rizzo  and  the  1970s  is  primarily  one  of 
intense  brutality  against  blacks  and  Puerto  Ricans.  It  seems 
that  gays  were  not  the  most  frequent  victims  of  the  brutality 
that  became  famous  when  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 
investigated  Philadelphia  and  Houston  and  nearly  filed 
suit,  although  longtime  Philadelphia  activist  Tommi  Avi- 
colli  told  me  that  drag  queens  living  on  the  street  were 
always  hassled  pretty  intensely  on  the  street. 

Another  activist  told  me  that  that  era  “was  not  the  best” 


When  the  police  attended  to  such 
acts  of  violence  they  were  consistently 
indifferent  and  abusive ,  usually  sug¬ 
gesting  either  by  innuendo  or  openly 
that  getting  attacked  was  the  gay's 
fault . 


for  gay-police  relations  and  he  spoke  more  of  the  harass¬ 
ment  by  the  police  and  vice  squads  of  bars,  baths  and  other, 
largely  male,  contact  places.  Pennsylvania’s  Liquor  Con¬ 
trol  Board  (LCB),  charged  with  total  control  of  the  ana¬ 
chronistic  state  store  system  and  of  bars,  was  almost  always 
the  excuse  for  frequent  raids  on  gay  establishments.  Even 
after  Rizzo’s  defeat,  a  spat  of  raids  in  1980  was  blamed  by 
city  officials  on  either  LCB  violations  (you  have  to  be  21  to 
drink  in  Pennsylvania)  or  the  other  common  excuse,  invest¬ 
igation  of  organized  crime.  These  raids  were  generally 
carried  out  in  a  characteristically  uncivil  and  harassing 
manner  even  as  recently  as  two  years  ago. 

A  few  people  interviewed  felt  that  the  police  brutality 
and  harassment  of  the  70s  were  the  result  of  a  few  bad 
policemen  not  doing  their  duty  correctly.  Most,  however, 
agreed  that  there  was  a  department-wide  policy  of  covering 


In  general,  harassment  of  all  the 
street  people  comes  and  goes  depend¬ 
ing  on  community  pressure  and  politi¬ 
cal  vicissitudes  like  elections. 


up  for  improper  behavior  rather  than  disciplining  it  and 
that  this  led  to  de  facto  permission  to  be  brutal. 

AFTER  RIZZO 

With  the  end  of  the  Rizzo  era  major  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  city  administration.  Democratic  Mayor  Green 
appointed  Morton  Solomon,  a  veteran  of  the  police  force, 
as  the  new  commissioner.  As  a  result  of  a  lawsuit  filed  by  a 
policeman  who  had  been  fired  for  living  with  a  woman  he 
wasn’t  married  to,  Solomon  issued  an  official  non-discrimi¬ 
nation  statement  early  in  his  administration  that  included 
sexual  preference.  Although  activists  in  the  city  had  been 
pressuring  the  city  administration  to  announce  a  Koch-type 
non-discrimination  policy  for  the  city  since  before  Green’s 
inaugural,  this  action  by  the  commissioner  surprised  every¬ 
one  and  alerted  us  to  his  openness. 


Meanwhile  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  community  had  come  of 
age  in  the  1970s,  with  a  strong  concentration,  especially  of 
men,  in  Center  City,  along  with  experienced  political 
organizations.  It  was  in  this  context  that  attacks  by  groups 
of  queerbashers  seemed  to  escalate  about  1979.  When  the 
police  attended  to  such  acts  of  violence  they  were  con¬ 
sistently  indifferent  and  abusive,  usually  suggesting  either 
by  innuendo  or  openly  that  getting  attacked  was  the  gay’s 
fault. 


The Cops and  U 
A  Series 


Another  series  of  incidents  involved  police  entrapment  of 
male  hustlers,  or  simply  arrests  of  young  men  the  police 
thought  might  be  hustlers  because  of  their  age  and  where 
they  were  at  the  time.  As  a  result  of  both  these  sorts  of 
incidents  several  meetings  took  place  between  various  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community,  the  police  force  and  the  district 
attorney’s  office.  Generally,  the  results  were  surprising  to 
the  gay  participants  because  of  the  interest  and  knowledge 
the  police  showed.  “What  was  most  interesting,”  said  Rick 


Jeff  Britten:  “Once  you're  thrown 
into  the  jaws  of  the  criminal  justice 
system  you  have  to  be  chewed  around 
for  a  while. " 


Rosen,  a  former  Democratic  committeeman,  “was  how 
down  to  earth  and  realistically  they  dealt  with  gay  people.” 

The  goals  of  the  meetings  were  first  of  all  to  point  out  to 
the  police  the  difference  between  gay  male  hustlers  and 
heterosexual  prostitutes  (if  not  to  argue  that  none  of  it  is 
the  concern  of  the  police)  and  secondly  to  begin  the  process 
of  education  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  result  in  changes 
in  behavior  on  the  part  of  the  average  cop  on  patrol. 
Another  meeting  with  the  Police  Community  Relations 
Division  focused  on  concerns  gays  have  about  exposure  as  a 
result  of  raids  on  bars  and  similar  establishments. 

A  LIAISON 

Additionally,  in  mid- 1980,  publisher  Mark  Segal  held  an 
interview  with  Police  Commissioner  Solomon  which  was 
printed  in  his  Gay  News,  a  first  in  Philadelphia.  After  the 
interview  Segal,  a  longtime  activist,  was  appointed  liaison 
between  the  gay  community  and  the  police  department.  He 
said  recently  that  things  have  changed  “triumphantly”  and 
that  the  level  of  concern  at  the  top  of  the  department  sets  a 
clear  mandate  for  the  district  chiefs  and  the  rest  of  the 
Police  Department  to  change  attitudes,  or  at  least  overt 
behavior. 

Segal  has  operated  an  informal  bureau  for  police  com¬ 
plaints  for  several  years  and  he  says  that  in  the  past  few 
years  the  number  of  complaints  has  declined  and  that  the 
nature  of  calls  has  changed  so  that  now  gays  even  call  to 
request  service,  which  never  used  to  happen. 


Jeffrey  Eiberson  of  Psychological  Alternatives  said  he 
also  had  noted  a  change  in  his  own  attitudes  toward  the 
police  and  would  be  more  likely  now  to  approach  a  cop  to 
ask  for  help.  Eiberson  is  part  of  a  committee  working  on  a 
video  tape  designed  to  sensitize  police  men  and  women 
throughout  the  city  to  lesbians  and  gays.  It  is  a  project  that 
grew  out  of  the  Segal  interview  with  Solomon;  the  plan  is  to 
show  a  short,  advertisement-length  videotape  over  the 
closed-circuit  television  system  every  precinct  house  has. 
The  tape  is  still  in  the  works  but  the  basic  idea  will  be  to 
depict  a  scene  in  which  gays  are  shownrefusing  tocail  in  the 
police  for  some  fairly  petty  crime  they  are  victims  of 
because  they  are  afraid  of  harassment.  As  Jeff  said,  the 
message  to  the  cops  will  be  “don’t  be  so  bigoted  that  it  gets 
in  the  way  of  your  job.” 


The  level  of  civility  between  gays 
and  the  police  here  seems  to  reflect 
the  power  both  of  the  gay  community 
and  of  one  man.  Commissioner 
Solomon. 


Needless  to  say,  this  is  the  very  first  step  in  a  process  of 
education  that  will  take  a  long  time.  Segal  was  adamant 
that  both  initial  attitudinal  changes  on  the  part  of  the  police 
and  the  strength  of  the  gay  community  were  sufficient  to 
suggest  the  process  of  educational  change  and  discussion  he 
is  now  committed  to. 

Perhaps  more  controversial  was  a  series  of  meetings  and 
activities  in  1980,  initiated  in  part  by  gay  businesspeople, 
that  focused  on  the  alleged  street  crime  and  harassment  of 
neighborhood  residents  by  prostitutes  and  their  pimps 
around  13th  and  Locust  in  Center  City.  Residents,  straight 
and  gay,  were  concerned  about  their  safety  and  businesses 
were  concerned  about  the  fears  people  had,  apparently 
even  during  the  day,  about  coming  into  the  neighborhood. 

Tommi  Avicolli,  who  lives  in  the  neighborhood,  was  part 
of  the  Prostitution  Subcommittee  of  the  Gay  Community 
Police  Liaison  Committee.  He  said  he  felt  threatened  by  the 
pimps  especially,  whom  he  referred  to  as  “those  macho 
guys  I  moved  to  Center  City  to  get  away  from.”  The  com¬ 
mittee  was  very  successful  in  helping  to  focus  media  and 
politicians’  attention  on  the  problem,  which  in  turn 
brought  increased  police  activity  and,  in  turn,  a  constric¬ 
tion  of  the  area  in  which  prostitutes  work.  When  asked, 


Tommi  Avicolli:  “/  don't  think 
police  are  our  friends;  they're  work¬ 
ing  with  us  now,  which  is  OK,  but  we 
have  to  be  careful  to  not  lose  our  in¬ 
tegrity.  " 


both  Segal  and  Avicolli  said  the  committee  was  explicitly 
not  against  prostitution  and  that  it  took  the  same  decrimin¬ 
alization  stance  as  COYOTE  (Cast  Off  Your  Old  Tired 
Ethics,  an  organization  of  prostitutes  and  their  supporters). 
Avicolli  said  the  committee  “didn’t  want  to  infringe  upon 
the  rights  of  another  minority  group,  but  it  prioritized 
community  safety.”  Continued  on  page  7 


NOLAG 


continued  from  page  1 
kept  were  conveniently  missing 
when  I  returned  to  New  York  after 
the  march.  Some  of  the  people  on 
those  lists  were  not  publically  out, 
and  I’m  concerned  with  what 
could  be  done  with  that  informa¬ 
tion.” 

Moderator  Jim  Beane  then  sug¬ 
gested  that  “the  Ault  gang”  may 
have  been  responsible  for  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  the  records  in  ques¬ 
tion,  intimating  that  “many  peo¬ 
ple  think  Steve  Ault  is  a  CIA  or 
FBI  agent.”  This  comment 
evoked  catcalls  of  “kangaroo 
court”  and  other  expressions  of 
dismay  from  the  audience,  par¬ 
ticularly  from  Claude  Wynne  of 
NOLAG’s  San  Francisco  office 
and  John  Paine  of  the  Gay  Men’s 
Alliance  at  Hunter  College. 

According  to  Mullen,  when 
Debbie  Shaffer,  co-chair  of  the 
National  Finance  Committee  for 
MOW-I,  asked  for  the  New  York 
financial  records,  “Steve  Ault 
wanted  to  falsify  them.  We  have 
no  records.”  Mullen  and  Daven¬ 
port  maintained  that  a  financial 
statement  published  last  Novem¬ 
ber  in  New  York  City  News  was 


“made  up”  and  in  a  letter  made 
public  at  the  forum,  Shaffer  stated 
that  she  “tried  to  fullfill  my  obli¬ 
gations  as  co-chair  of  the  National 
Finance  committee  but  I  received 
no  assistance  from  Joyce  Hunter, 
the  other  co-chair,  or  from  anyone 
else  connected  with  the  New  York 
office.  I  hired  an  accountant  in 
Dallas  to  auit  [the  march’s]  books, 
but  terminated  that  contract  ap¬ 
proximately  three  months  later  af¬ 
ter  the  New  York  office  consis¬ 
tently  failed  to  send  these  Financial 
documents  to  me.  I  might  add  that 
the  Washington  office  for  the 
March  did  comply  andmailedcop- 
ies  of  their  financial  material  to 
me.” 

Another  letter  available  at  the 
event,  from  Ed  Murphy,  a  bar 
owner  and  founder  of  the  Chris¬ 
topher  Street  Festival  Committee, 
added  to  the  charges  against  the 
CLGR  activists.  Murphy  wrote 
that,  “When  Ron  Aheim  and 
Juanita  Ramos  came  to  me  for 
help  to  raise  some  money  for  the 
1979  March  on  Washington,  I 
helped  them  set  up  a  street  fair.  1 
paid  $700  for  beer  for  them  to  sell 
and  when  Ron  Aheim  gave  me  a 


check  for  $700  to  cover  the  beer, 
the  check  bounced.  They  still  owe 
for  that.  They  also  took  money 

Response _ 

continued  from  page  1 

Mullen  says  about  having  15 
cents  at  the  back  of  the  office  is 
absolutely  correct,”  said  Ault. 
“Money  was  always  coming  in, 
but  in  dribs  and  drabs.  We 
always  had  a  money  problem. 
There  may  have  been  some 
sloppiness  in  recording  the 
day-to-day  collections  and  ex¬ 
penditures,  but  remember,  we 
weren’t  accounting  profes¬ 
sionals.  The  people  who  wrote 
up  the  financial  statements 
didn’t  make  anything  up.” 

Joyce  Hunter  added  that  the 
decisions  made  in  the  New 
York  office  were  always  collec¬ 
tive.  “No  decision  was  made 
by  one  person  in  that  office, 
ever,”  she  stated.  “We  had 
many  arguments,  but  we 
always  came  to  an  agreement. 
I’m  not  saying  that  things 
couldn’t  have  been  run  better. 


from  the  stand  people  as  a  clean¬ 
up  deposit.  The  people  cleaned  up 
after  the  fair  but  the  “Ault  gang” 


One  thing  I  would  never  do 
again  is  extend  credit  to  the 
people  we  were  dealing  with 
around  the  country  for  t-shirts 
and  buttons.  We  are  still  owed 
$15,000  just  from  that,  which 
would  pay  almost  half  the  debt 
from  the  March. 

“We  always  published  our 
financial  reports,”  Hunter 
continued.  “Juanita  [Ramos] 
would  bring  the  books  to  the 
meetings  but  nobody  would 
ever  look  at  them.  The  books 
are  in  the  Washington  office 
now.  How  can  anybody  make 
these  accusations  without  look¬ 
ing  at  the  books? 

“Debbie  Shaffer  never  met 
me  when  she  was  supposed  to. 
I  saw  her  in  Washington  a 
month  or  so  before  the  March 
and  that  was  the  only  time  I’ve 
ever  met  her.  How  do  you 


never  gave  them  their  money  back. 
Other  members  of  the  panel 
Continued  on  page  7 


send  your  books  to  someone 
you’ve  only  met  once?  I  wasn’t 
even  the  bookkeeper.” 

Both  Ault  and  Hunter  em¬ 
phasized  the  “pressure”  on 
March  organizers  and  the  fact 
that  the  events  in  question  took 
place  over  two  years  ago.  “It 
was  a  miracle  that  the  March 
came  off  at  all,”  said  Ault. 
Both  activists  also  pointed  out 
that  a  demonstration  attracting 
125,000  had  cost  only  $90,000 
to  organize,  less  than  one 
dollar  per  person. 

Both  Ault  and  Ramos  said 
that  they  wanted  to  contact  Ed 
Murphy  personally  to  discuss 
the  debt  owed  him.  Betty  San¬ 
toro  told  GCN  that  “trashing 
other  gay  people  is  the  an¬ 
tithesis  of  gay  liberation.” 

Ron  Alheim  was  not 
available  for  comment. 
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cheap  shot 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  in  regard  to  one  of  the  “Quotes  of 
the  Week”  which  appeared  in  News  Notes,  page 
2,  in  the  December  19  issues. 

This  quote  read:  “Does  the  Gay  Rights  Move¬ 
ment  Need  Lesbians?”  —  headline  in  the 
Advocate ,  December  10,  1981. 

The  impression  given  was  that  this  magazine 
questions  or  doubts  the  value  of  lesbian  parti¬ 
cipation  in  the  gay  movement.! 

Your  readers  should  know  that  this  was  the 
headline  for  an  article  by  Larry  Bush  which  docu¬ 
mented  the  extensive,  valuable  and  absolutely 
necessary  leadership  which  lesbians  are  providing 
for  several  major  gay  organizations.  The  article’s 
answer  to  the  question  posed  by  the  headline  was 
a  resounding  “yes!” 

Like  all  publications,  we  need  constructive  crit¬ 
icism.  But  taking  something  out  of  context  to 
create  a  cheap  shot  is  irresponsible. 

Sincerely, 

Pat  Califia 
Associate  Editor 
The  Advocate 
San  Mateo,  CA 

children  or  youth 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  letter  from 
Juana  Maria  Paz  (Jan.  2-9,  ’81).  1  appreciate  her 
letter,  and  I  appreciate  many  of  the  things  she 
wrote.  However,  she  makes  some  assumptions 
that  I  am  not  sure  are  entirely  valid.  At  the  same 
time  she  raises  some  questions  that  demand 
answers,  and  1,  too,  would  like  to  see  them 
answered. 

Ms.  Paz  writes  about  child/adult  relations,  and 
perhaps  she  intended  to  ignore  youth/adult  rela¬ 
tions,  but  1  am  not  sure.  I  am  thinking  about 
NAMBLA,  which  apparently  has  brought  on  the 
controversy  in  the  first  place.  In  the  phrase  “boy 
love”  the  word  “boy”  is  ambivalent.  We  speak  of 
a  ten-year-old  boy  and  also  of  a  sixteen-year -old 
boy.  But  the  ten-year-old  is  a  child,  whereas  the 
sixteen-year-old  is  a  youth.  I  wonder  therefore 
whether  all  who  write  about  “boy  love”  are 
writing  about  the  same  thing?  I  think  not,  and 
perhaps  careful  distinctions  in  language  would 
make  some  difference  in  other  people’s  reactions. 

I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  valid  to  assume  that 
adults  who  seek  relationships  with  children  or 
youths  do  so  because  they  have  become  frustrated 
with  other  adults.  My  limited  contact  with  “boy” 
lovers  would  seem  to  indicate  that  they  were  never 
attracted  to  other  adults  for  love  or  sex.  Nor  am  I 
sure  that  it  is  a  valid  assumption  that  an  adult 
male  will  necessarily  penetrate  a  “boy”  either 
anally  or  orally. 

At  the  same  time  I  acknowledge  that  a  number 
of  gay  males  from  the  Caribbean  have  told  me 
that  they  were  initiated  into  anal  sex,  when  they 
were  10-12  years  old,  by  older  brothers  or  cous¬ 
ins.  One  friend  from  the  Dominican  Republic 
told  me  that  when  he  was  16  he  used  to  have  anal 
sex  with  a  boy  who  was  8  or  10  years  old  at  the 
time  they  began.  Also,  some  years  ago  1  became 
acquainted  with  two  men  in  Spain  (one  25,  the 
other  mid-thirties)  who  sought  anal  sex  with  boys 
10-12  years  old.  Through  them  I  learned  that 
many  such  young  boys  were  thus  available  for 
liaisons  with  men  throughout  Spain.  In  this 
respect,  an  American  friend  told  me  that  when  he 
lived  in  Spain,  mothers  of  young  boys  who  had 
formed  liaisons  with  men  would  go  to  interview 
the  men  to  be  sure  their  sons  were  being  adequate¬ 
ly  compensated  financially  as  well  as  to  be  sure 
that  their  sons  would  be  treated  kindly.  I  do  not 
understand  the  sexual  preferenceof  adults  forchil- 
dren  or  for  very  young  youths,  though  when  it 
comes  to  youths  1  understand  that  some  can  be 
more  precocious  at  13  or  14  than  many  are  at  18. 

1,  too,  would  like  to  hear  what  the  chil¬ 
dren/youths  have  to  say  about  child/adult  or 
youth/adult  relationships.  But  how  can  they  tell 
us?  Do  any  children  read  GCA?  If  so,  can  they 
write  to  the  editor?  1  am  thinking  about  the 
pathetic  letters  published  in  GCN  recently  from  a 
16-year-old  youth  and  his  homophobic  father.  I 
would  like  to  see  more  calm  and  sensible  discus¬ 
sion  of  this  highly  controversial  subject.  Like  Ms. 
Paz,  I  can  listen  better  with  an  open  mind  when 
the  hysteria  is  absent. 

Sincerely, 

Glenn  L.  Sitzman 
Clarion,  PA 


class  analysis 

Dear  People, 

I  am  sorry  for  the  delay  in  my  renewal.  I  was 
laid  off  my  job  October  1  and  have  been  living  on 
Unemployment  Insurance,  which  makes  it  pretty 
tight  to  even  get  the  $10  low-income  rate.  At  any 
rate,  I  now  have  the  $10,  so  please  start  my  sub¬ 
scription  again. 

I  have  comments  to  make  on  various  subjects. 
Mainly,  I  want  to  say  that  any  political  analysis 
which  ignores  the  issue  of  class  or  economic  posi¬ 
tion  excludes  the  needs  and  interests  of  economic¬ 
ally  oppressed  people,  and,  therefore,  is  inherent¬ 
ly  middle-class. 

The  threats  that  the  present  administration  is 
making  toward  women,  third-world  people,  and 
gays,  are  already  being  carried  against  poor  and 
working  people.  The  unemployed  are  bearing  the 
brunt  of  Reagan  administration  sanctions.  They 
are,  on  one  hand,  taking  our  jobs  away,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  reducing  or  eliminating  the 
already  meager  benefits  from  agencies  such  as 
Unemployment  or  Welfare.  Even  people  who 
were  in  “middle-class”  and  “professional”  jobs 
are  being  thrown  out  into  the  streets  to  .subsist  on 
the  Dole.  I,  myself,  had  a  job  with  (will  you 
believe  this?)  the  Illinois  Department  of  Unem¬ 
ployment.  Illinois  unemployment  is  rising,  so 
what  is  the  answer?  Lay  off  Unemployment  In¬ 
surance  workers  so  we  can  add  to  the  unemploy¬ 
ment  line,  so  there  will  be  less  workers  to  serve 
unemployed  people,  more  delays  in  processing 
checks,  etc.  But  after  all,  those  are  only  unem 
ployed  “bums”  who  “really  don’t  want  to  work, 
they  just  want  a  handout,  ’  ’  and  we  must  eliminate 
waste,  so  let  them  wait  a  little  longer  for  their 
checks. 

There  was  recently  a  man  in  Iowa  who  an¬ 
nounced  his  intention  to  commit  suicide  so  that 
his  family  could  qualify  for  Aid  For  Dependent 
Children.  He  was  unemployed  and  the  Iowa  legis¬ 
lature  recently  passed  legislation  that  denies 
A.F.D.C.  benefits  to  two-parent  families,  further 
punishment  for  the  unemployed.  This  was  not 
just  a  threat,  the  man  intended  to  kill  himself.  A 
psychologist  raced  against  time  to  locate  the  man 
to  try  to  help  him.  When  the  man  was  found,  the 
psychologist  concluded  that  he  was  of  sound 
mind;  it  is  the  system  that  is  unjust:  This  par¬ 
ticular  incident  generated  enough  publicity  so 
that  this  man  is  being  offered  a  job  and  help  in 
getting  his  life  together.  But  how  many  more  peo¬ 
ple  must  threaten  or  carry  out  intentions  to  com¬ 
mit  suicide  that  we  never  hear  about?  How  many 
must  die  of  disease  or  malnutrition  caused  by  a 
lack  of  jobs  or  other  income? 

Any  political  analysis,  including  lesbian  or  gay 
male  separatism,  which  ignores  this  straight  man 
(his  race  is  unknown)  or  any  other  poor  or 
unemployed  person,  regardless  of  sex,  race,  or 
sexual  orientation,  works  against  oppressed  peo¬ 
ple.  Women,  third-world  people  and  gay  people 
are  disproportionately  affected  by  the  adminis¬ 
tration’s  economic  policies,  but  even  straight 
white  men  are  being  affected. 

As  gay  people,  we  must  unite  with  all  others, 
while  combating  sexism,  racism,  classism,  and 
homophobia,  and  then  we  all  can  win! 

Sincerely, 

Nina  Boal 
Chicago,  IL 


spoiled 

Dear  Amy  Hoffman: 

1  am  an  older  woman,  somewhat  older  than  I 
believe  Noretta  Koertge  to  be,  and  1  am  so  disap¬ 
pointed  by  your  review. 

1  believe  you  have  missed  the  most  important 
point  of  the  book,  growing  up  as  a  lesbian  in  a 
pre-movement  world.  There  are  so  many  interest¬ 
ing  comparisons  to  be  made!  You  think  that 
Tretona  developed  in  “the  prescribed  way”  but 
did  you  stop  to  think  that  what  you  took  for 
granted  was  neither  “prescribed”  or  so  well 
known  that  it  would  seem  “prescribed”  to 
anyone?  You  take  your  post-liberation  world  for 
granted,  Amy  Hoffman,  and  1  am  sorry  that  an 
honest  depiction  of  pre-Christopher  Street  life 
fell  into  your  spoiled  hands. 

Mary  Charlotte  Waverly 
New  York,  NY 


a  speck  of  racism 

Dear  GCN, 

I  didn’t  expect  Amy  Hoffman  to  like  the  cover 
of  my  novel  —  the  Lone  Ranger  motif  smacks  of 
individual  solutions.  Then  there’s  all  those  com¬ 
parisons  to  Rubyfruit  7ung/c  which  is,  of  course, 
terribly  outre.  (Can  it  be  only  eight  years  ago  that 
we  all  grooved  on  it?  Ah  well,  political  relevancy 
is  so  ephemeral.) 

But  I  did  expect  a  thorough  and  fair  review  of 
its  contents.  Here  I  will  comment  only  on  two  er¬ 
rors,  one  minor  and  one  of  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance. 

The  relatively  trivial  correction  —  the  protag¬ 
onist,  Tretona,  did  not  get  a  Ph.D.  in  chemistry. 
The  scene  where  she  drops  out  of  graduate  school 
is  one  of  the  turning  points  in  the  book.  I  don’t 
know  how  any  reviewer  could  miss  it. 

The  major  correction  —  the  novel  is  not  racist 
in  any  conceivable  sense  of  the  word.  Hoffman 
mentions  three  episodes  which  she  finds  objec¬ 
tionable.  I  will  discuss  them  in  chronological 
order. 

Objection  1 :  The  only  Chicana  in  the  book  is  a 
prostitute.  So?  Tretona  never  puts  Maria  down 
for  this,  obviously  admires  her  spunk,  and  wor¬ 
ries  when  she  gets  beat  up  by  a  trick.  There  is  also 
an  earlier  chapter,  “Blood  Will  Tell,”  in  which 
Tretona  rejects  her  mother’s  ideas  about  bio¬ 
logical  determinism,  in  particular  the  theory  that 
a  tendency  towards  promiscuity  is  inherited. 

Objection  2:  Tretona  asks  why  a  dispropor¬ 
tionate  number  of  Jews  get  into  Who’s  Who 
while  Poles  and  Blacks  are  bad  off.  I  agree  that 
dumb  questions  can  sometimes  be  insulting,  but 
not,  I  believe,  in  this  case.  The  context  is  as  fol¬ 
lows.  Tretona  finds  the  gay  bar  scene  in  Chicago 
totally  depressing.  (Remember,  this  is  the  fifties.) 
So  she  asks  a  social  scientist  friend  why  some 
sub-cultures  are  relatively  successful  and  others 
get  ground  down,  not  mentioning  of  course 
which  subculture  she’s  really  interested  in.  This  is 
all  clearly  explained  in  the  book  both  immed¬ 
iately  before  and  after  thcquestion  which  Hoft- 
man  finds  offensive. 

Objection  3.  Tretona  finds  Turks  inscrutable. 
This  comes  from  a  late  chapter  which  has  what  I 
consider  to  be  some  very  important  lessons  for 
anyone  who  would  understand  cultural  differ¬ 
ences.  Yes,  Tretona  does  find  her  Turkish  stu¬ 
dents  inscrutable  —  literally  —  before  she  be¬ 
comes  aware  that  body  language  and  even  facial 
expressions  are  not  innate  but  cultural.  (She  talks 
to  Di  about  how  confusing  it  is  when  people 
smile  with  a  foreign  accent.)  There  is  also  a 
discussion  about  differences  in  the  way  basic 
values  such  as  pride  and  loyalty  are  expressed 
and  weighed.  Again,  Tretona  does  not  put  down 
the  differences;  instead  she  is  fascinated  by  them 
and  realizes  that  they  are  not  just  stylistic  or 
superficial. 

Race  hatred,  religious  bigotry,  and  xenopho¬ 
bia  are  very  serious  problems,  ones  deserving  of 
our  unflagging  attention.  But  nothing  is  gained 
by  crying  “racist”  when  someone  in  a  novel  dis¬ 
cusses  cultural  differences  or  introduces  a  min¬ 
ority  character  who  is  less  than  perfect.  Words 
lose  their  meaning  if  they  are  thrown  around 
indiscriminantly. 

Actually,  I  feel  a  bit  guilty  about  even  bother¬ 
ing  to  reply.  The  coffee-shop  energy  we  might 
spend  in  trying  to  decide  whether  there  is  a  tiny 
speck  of  racism  in  my  little  novel  could  be  much 
better  employed  in  fighting  the  economic  and 
political  institutions  which  really  oppress  people. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Noretta  Koertge 
Bloomington,  IN 

attention  to  craft 

Dear  GCN: 

I  loved  Amy  Hoffman’s  review  of  Who  Was 
That  Masked  Woman?  Lesbian  literature  is  not 
enhanced  by  yet  another  poorly  crafted  novel 
about  coming  out  in  graduate  school.  Let’s  get  on 
with  stories  of  believable  lives  and  with  finely 
crafted  writing.  Kisses  and  revolution, 

Beth  Kelly 
Cambridge,  MA 


the  positive  side 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  this  after  having  just  read  your 
December  26,  1981  issue.  In  the  Community 
Voices  section  was  a  letter  written  by  Richard 
Steinman  which  referred  to  the  Body  Politic  and 
an  article  called  “Men  Loving  Boys/  Boys  Loving 
Men.” 

Mr.  Steinman  seems  to  feel  that  TBP  should 
never  have  published  that  article.  I  wonder  how 
he  would  feel  if  the  same  reaction  was  given  to  an 
article  on  homosexuality.  As  for  myself.  I’m  glad 
that  TBP  did  publish  this  article,  as  it  brought  out 
some  issues  which  needed  being  brought  out. 

At  the  time  TBP  published  “Men  Loving 
Boys/  Boys  Loving  Men,”  I  was  in  senior  high 
school  and  had  very  little  knowledge  about  ped¬ 
ophilia  or  homosexuality.  I  heard  about  the  con¬ 
troversy  over  it  and  managed  to  get  a  hold  of  a 
copy.  Which  is  probably  one  of  the  best  things  I 
ever  did,  since  I  helped  me  deal  with  my  own 
feelings  of  attractions  towards  a  friend  whose  age 
was  five  years  different  from  my  own. 

It  also  let  me  know  that  there  were  other  people 
“out  there”  who  felt  like  I  did,  or  rather  had 
feelings  like  mine. 

I  personally  do  not  recall  the  article  being  sex¬ 
ually  exciting  or  arousing  “to  the  point  of  mas¬ 
turbation  and  orgasm.”  Perhaps  if  I  had  an 
over-active  imagination,  I  may  have.  Anyways,  I 
feel  that  “Men  Loving  Boys/  Boys  Loving  Men” 
was  very  informative,  tried  to  show  the  positive 
side  of  the  subject  (something  a  lot  of  people 
seem  to  be  afraid  to  consider  or  deal  with),  and 
brought  an  issue  out  in  the  open  which  needed  to 
be  in  the  open.  In  fact,  I  would  even  be  glad  to 
see  the  article  or  parts  of  it  reprinted  in  GCN. 

I  believe  in  discussion  about  pedophilia  and 
the  age  of  consent.  One  question  that’s  always 
baffled  me  is  why  is  there  such  a  range  of  ages  of 
consent  across  the  nation?  From  ten  to  21,  I 
believe.  Also,  from  the  reading  and  studying  of 
sexology  I’ve  done  it  appears  that  more  and  more 
professional  sexologists  are  finding  nothing 
harmful  in  sex  between  boys  and  men.  They  are 
finding  that  the  harm  comes  in  when  the  police 
or  other  (especially  homophobics)  become  in¬ 
volved  or  aware  of  it. 

Personally,  it  saddens  me  when  I  read  about 
things  like  the  case  of  Jacques  Duque  (GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  23)  in  France,  where  even  the  pros¬ 
ecution  could  not  find  any  force,  coercion  or 
profit  for  Duque  involved. 

What  do  you  call  a  boy  who  likes  older  men? 
Whatever  it  is,  that  is  what  I  was  in  high  school. 
Even  now  I  enjoy  being  with  older  men. 

A  Brother 


reconsider 

Dear  GCN, 

You  must  have  another  review  of  Who  Was 
That  Masked  Woman-,  Amy  Hoffman’s  was  in¬ 
adequate. 

Because  she  viewed  Koertge’s  book  as  a  clone 
of  Rubyfruit  Jungle,  (an  unfounded  assumption), 
she  missed  several  important  points. 

1.  Rubyfruit  Jungle  was  written  by  a  woman 
who  grew  up  in  a  world  shaped  by  Gay  Liber¬ 
ation.  Koertge  grew  up  in  what,  at  least  for  us, 
was  the  dark  ages.  Notice  any  differences,  any 
similarities?  Wouldn’t  your  reviewer  like  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  effect  that  the  movement  would  have 
had  on  someone  like  Tretona? 

2.  Perhaps  my  memory  is  slipping  but  I  do  not 
remember  an  important  relationship  in  Rubyfruit 
Jungle,  which  Hoffman  obviously  admires,  that 
lasted  and  was  developed  to  the  end  of  the  book. 

3.  Am  I  “unforgivably  ignorant”  for  believing 
that  the  passage  which  Hoffman  quotes  por¬ 
trayed  a  young  woman  who  was  sincerely  puzzled 
by  minority  problems  and  the  differnt  theories 
her  teachers  had  trotted  out  to  explain  them 
rather  than  those  of  a  pot-bellied,  cigar  chewing 
racist?  Can  Hoffman  imagine  a  world  before  Gay 
Liberation,  the  Vietnam  War  and  the  Civil  Rights 
Movement? 

Come  on! 

GCN,  you  should  reconsider. 

Daniel  Bell 
Philadelphia,  PA 
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Speaking  Out - - 

I’m  Coming  Out  of  the  Closet 
(But  First  I’ve  Gotta  Pick  The  Lock) 

By  Lisa  Lamphier' 


This  is  addressed  to  lesbians  (but  you  men  listen  in,  too).  I  would  like  to  talk  about  one 
of  our  latest  “issues.”  I  want  to  talk  briefly  about  how  we’re  relating  to  women  who  are 
differently-abled  and/or  physically-challenged.  This  is  also  known  as  “disabled.”  The 
word  “disabled”  in  itself  is  oppressive  because  it  means  “incapable.”  Since  disabled 
women  are  quite  capable  of  many,  many  things,  this  isn’t  an  accurate  description.  But 
Webster’s  dictionary  also  defines  “disabled”  as  meaning  “deprived  of  legal  rights.”  This  is 
getting  closer  to  the  reality.  Disabled  women  suffer  from  social  stigma,  job  discrimination, 
and  live  with  the  reality  of  a  world  that,  for  the  most  part,  wasn’t  designed  with  us  in  mind. 
For  many  of  us,  just  day  to  day  exposure  to  the  world  makes  us  feel  like  non-persons,  as  if 
we’re  just  pretending  to  be  alive  fore  our  own  amusement  since  no  one  else  seems  to  have 
noticed.  There  are  laws  designed  against  us.  The  last  time  I  checked,  it  was  still  illegal  in 
nine  states  for  me  to  marry  (the  idea  is  that  1  won’t  have  children  and  pass  on  my  “tainted” 
blood).  I  find  myself  still  using  the  word  “disabled”  because  there  seems  to  be  some  mis¬ 
understanding  about  what  “differently  abled”  means.  I  have  a  non-visible  disability,  and 
often  when  I  tell  women  that  I’m  “differently-abled”  they  say,  in  effect,  “How  nice  to  be 
different.  Be  grateful  you  don’t  have  a  real  disability.”  Then  there’s  the  word 
“handicapped.”  I’m  not  sure  why  this  word  fell  into  disuse,  since  it  basically  means  “dis¬ 
advantaged,”  unless  it  has  to  do  with  the  association  we  make  between  this  word  and  the 
“sheltered  workshops”  (the  most  famous  of  which  is  Goodwill  Industries).  Well,  sheltered 
workshops  are  a  reality  for  many  disabled  women.  I  was  in  one  for  a  while.  I  earned  from 
40  cents  to  one  dollar  an  hour  (in  1979)  and  learned  a  few  office  skills.  I  hated  a  lot  of 
things  about  that  place  but  I  also  enjoyed  going  somewhere  where  I  could  feel  like  a  real 
person  with  a  right  to  be  different.  The  sheltered  workshops  are  one  of  the  great  disabled 
ghettos  of  this  country. 

Lesbian  feminists  have  really  been  doing  a  lot  to  recognize  the  needs  of  disabled  women, 
and  I  think  that’s  wonderful.  But  there’s  so  much  more  that  needs  to  be  done  and  some¬ 
times  I  feel  like  there  are  so  few  women  really  paying  attention.  It  doesn’t  take  that  much; 
it’s  mostly  just  a  matter  of  attitude.  I’m  tired  of  lesbian  feminists  who  continue  to  oppress 
disabled  women.  When  a  lesbian  with  a  cat-allergy  can’t  attend  her  favorite  women’s 
group  because  the  other  women  consistantly  ignore  her  need  for  a  cat-free  environment, 
she  is  being  oppressed  as  a  disabled  woman.  When  a  woman  who  has  seizures  is  asked  not 


to  attend  a  party  because  her  seizures  are  seen  as  disruptive  (yes,  lesbian  feminists  do  this!) 
she  is  being  told  the  same  thing  that  she’s  already  been  told  by  store  clerks,  bar  owners, 
people  on  the  street,  etc,,  etc.,  etc.;  so  this  is  just  one  more  limitation  on  her  mobility. 
When  lesbian  feminists  go  into  long  (often  printed)  monologues  about  how  “mentally 
superior”  they  feel  lesbians  are  compared  to  straights  or  men  they  are  doing  a  horrible  dis¬ 
service  to  retarded  lesbians.  If  you  feel  that  you  have  sharp  brain-function  abilities,  that’s 
fine,  use  them,  but  don’t  assume  that  your  peers  share  your  ability  or  that  this  is  any 
indication  of  your  own  self-worth.  Jokes  concerning  IQ  tests  are  not  funny,  either.  1  love 
my  retarded  sisters  and  hate  to  see  this  being  done  to  them.  They’ve  been  putting  up  with 
this  bullshit  every  day,  all  of  their  lives.  The  lesbian  movement  is  especially  important  to 
retarded  lesbians  because  the  retarded  are  traditionally  denied  their  sexuality.  Retarded 
women  are  told  that  they  are  not,  or  should  not  be,  sexual,  and  at  the  same  time  they  suffer 
a  much  higher  incidence  of  rape  and  sexual  abuse  than  non-retarded  women  do. 

Ihave  three  messageslwouldlike  to  get  across:  (1)  Think  about  disabled  women.  Recognize 
that  we  are  among  you.  We  are  visible  and  non-visible.  If  you  are  dealing  with  a  disability 
of  your  own,  recognize  that  you  have  rights;  demand  them.  (2)  Think  before  you  speak, 
especially  if  you’re  making  your  message  public.  Are  you  hurting  someone?  Are  you  rein¬ 
forcing  an  old  but  tired  attitude?  Think  carefully  because  some  disabled  women  are  so  hid¬ 
den  away  that  most  people  barely  realize  that  they  exist.  (3)  Challenge  others.  Use  your 
mouth  or  pick  up  a  pen  or  whatever.  Politely  point  out  their  error,  write  a  letter,  make  a 
phone  call.  This  is  often  very  easy  to  do.  Be  polite,  most  people  didn’t  mean  to  offend,  will 
recognize  their  error  and  make  right.  If  they  don’t  respond  to  politeness,  then  you  can 
scream,  yell,  accuse,  and  kick  ass.  Thank  you  for  listening  and  love. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking 
Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  five 
pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  


Community  Voices 


gay  libertarians 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  pleased  to  see  your  report  on  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  Libertarians  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Con¬ 
cerns.  I  was  at  the  founding  meeting  in  Denver 
and  one  of  the  principal  agitators  for  the  revision 
in  our  party  platform  that  you  mentioned.  I  do 
want  to  correct  the  wording  of  your  article, 
however.  The  article  stated  we  were  formed  to 
check  homophobia  within  the  Libertarian  Party. 
This  is  technically  true.  However,  this  wording 
gives  the  impression  that  homophobia  is  a  “prob¬ 
lem”  within  the  LP.  Having  been  extremely  ac¬ 
tive  within  Libertarian  circles  for  several  years  I 
can  assure  you  that  homophobia  is  virtually  non¬ 
existent  within  the  LP.  While  we  did  state  that 
homophobia  is  one  of  our  concerns  it  does  not 
place  highly  on  the  list  of  priorities  when  it  comes 
to  the  Libertarian  Party  itself. 

Your  article  also  states,  “The  group  won  a  vic¬ 
tory  at  the  party’s  annual  convention  in  August, 
when  homophobic  language  was  deleted  from  the 
party’s  platform  concerning  lesbians  and  gay  men 
in  the  military.” 

The  language  in  question  dealt  with  the  party’s 
support  for  homosexuals  in  the  military.  The  only 
problem  that  I  and  some  other  delegates  had  con¬ 
cerning  this  section  was  that  it  was  badly  worded. 
We  wanted  to  clear  up  the  wording  so  that  it 
couldn’t  be  construed  to  excuse  government 
bigotry.  The  section  was  meant  to  support 
homosexuals  but  because  of  the  wording  could  be 
construed  to  excuse  the  dismissal  of  gays  when 
their  homosexuality  “interfered”  with  their  duty. 
We  felt  this  should  be  deleted  because  the  govern¬ 
ment  always  contends  that  any  homosexuality 
“interferes”  with  duty.  The  deletion  of  this 
phrase  was  supported  by  every  major  libertarian 
leader,  including  Presidential  candidate  Ed 
Clark.  When  brought  up  for  discussion  there  was 
no  opposition  to  the  proposed  change.  Out  of  the 
600  or  so  delegates  only  two  or  three  voted  against 
the  change. 

1  can  reassure  the  readers  of  GCN  that  homo¬ 
phobia  is  virtually  non-existent  within  the  Liber¬ 
tarian  Party.  Gay  people  are  welcome  in  the  party 
at  all  levels  and  fully  accepted  by  the  bulk  of  the 
membership.  Even  those  few  within  the  party 
who  are  anti-gay  are  bound  by  the  party  platform 
and  their  membership  oath  to  support  the 
decriminalization  of  homosexuality  and  end  all 
government  sanctioned  bigotry.  The  party  still 
continues  to  support  the  repeal  of  sodomy  laws, 
the  abolishing  of  the  anti-gay  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  and  the  end  of  age-of- 
consent  laws. 

The  Libertarian  Party  is  the  largest,  best- 
organized  alternative  to  the  Republican  and 
Democratic  parties  in  this  country.  It  is  organ- 
izeed  in  all  50  states,  ran  over  1 ,000  candidates  in 
1980  and  received  a  total  vote  count  of  over 
10,000,000.  Dozens  of  elected  Libertarians  are 
fighting  for  a  free  society  all  across  the  country. 
The  LP  is  truly  one  of  the  best  hopes  for  the  full 
emancipation  of  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Yours  truly, 

Jim  Peron 
W.  Willi ngt on,  CT 


turning  it  over 

To  the  Editor: 

Cindy  Rizzo’s  review  of  Meg  Christian’s  new 
album.  Turning  It  Over  (12/5/81)  gave  me  val¬ 
uable  food  for  thought  about  a  topic  dear  to  my 
heart:  the  nature  of  politics.  We  have  known  for 
some  time  that  “the  personal  is  political.”  And 
we  probably  agree  on  the  importance  of  politics, 
especially  now  when  so  much  shit  seems  to  be  hit¬ 
ting  the  fan. 

Cindy  Rizzo  criticizes  Meg  (and  Cris  William¬ 
son)  for  not  being  political  enough.  By  “politics” 
she  seems  to  mean  the  explicit  naming  of  and 
fighting  against  oppression  which  is  what  “pol¬ 
itics”  has  traditionally  meant  to  members  of  var¬ 
ious  out-groups. 

Women,  and  perhaps  especially  lesbians,  have 
been  redefining  many  common  and  important 
words,  like  love,  sex,  work,  strength,  power,  con¬ 
trol,  healing,  God.  Without  denying  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  kind  of  politics  Cindy  Rizzo  refers  to, 
I  would  like  to  suggest  that  it  might  be  time  for  us 
to  broaden  our  definition  of  politics.  The  fact 
that  Meg  sings  openly  about  her  love  for  women, 
levels  about  the  reality  of  the  problems  she  has 
faced  and  her  attempts  to  deal  with  them,  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  importance  of  loving  ourselves  as 
an  important  part  of,  and  a  prerequisite  to, 
changing  the  world,  should  all,  perhaps,  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  new  definition  of  politics. 

We  need  a  vision  of  what  we  are  trying  to  build, 
and  an  appreciation  of  the  processes  involved  in 
building  it.  That  is  what  Meg  offers  me  in  Turn¬ 
ing  It  Over. 

Thanks  for  publishing  such  a  wonderful  and 
important  newspaper. 

Susan  Graetz 
Ithaca,  NY 


instant  satyrnalia 

Dear  GCN, 

I  was  amused  by  Frank  Abrizio’s  review  of  my 
novel,  My  First  Satyrnalia  (GCN  Book  Supple¬ 
ment,  Dec.  1981).  His  impatience  suggests  he’s 
another  (emotionally)  hypoglycemic  American 
who  wants  everything  on  the  instant.  Perhaps 
Mickey  Spillane  will  be  more  to  his  liking.  From 
the  remarks  in  his  review  they  appear  to  share  the 
same  values. 


victorian-baiting 

Dear  GCN: 

A  letter  that  I  wrote  to  GCN  (Nov.  28)  and 
Nancy  Walker’s  column  (Dec.  12)  were  the  only 
two  negative  responses  to  Frank  Ripploh’s  film. 
Taxi  Zum  Klo,  that  I  have  seen  in  GCN.  From 
two  of  the  letters  in  the  Dec.  19  issue,  I  would 
assume  that  Ms.  Walker  and  myself  have  commit¬ 
ted  the  unpardonable  sin  of  being  Politically  In¬ 
correct  in  our  criticisms.  For,  though  the  letters 
are  couched  in  so-called  aesthetic  judgments,  Ms. 
Walker,  in  Wade  Nichols’  letter  is  judged  “bour¬ 
geois”  and  imbued  with  “Victorian  imperial¬ 
ism.”  “Men  in  the  community”  who  disliked  the 
film  are  criticized  by  Mr.  Nichols  for  manifesting 
“cultural  enlightenment  that  all  too  often  reeks 
of  upper-middle  class  heterosexual  value 
systems.”  Mr.  Nichols  allows  that,  “Sure  you 
don’t  have  to  like  Taxi  and  you  don’t  have  to  be 
quiet  about  it.”  Thanks,  Mr.  Nichols  for  the 
political  assessment,  and  thanks  for  giving  me 
freedoms  1  already  have.  It  warms  the  cockles  of 
my  heart  to  know  that  you  have  allowed  me  the 
right  to  think  and  say  what  I  feel.  This  kind  of 
elitism  that  says  if  you  disagree  with  me  you’re 
not  only  wrong,  you’re  also  a  bourgeois  Victorian 
imperialist  with  an  upper-middle  class  heterosex¬ 
ual  value  system,  is  bizarre.  Like  Nancy  Walker,  1 
found  the  film  boring!  1  don’t  think  that  Ms. 
Walker  or  myself  are  “Bourgeois  .  .  .  etc.” 

Steve  Kyle  says  in  his  letter  that  “any  film  that 
presents  a  gay  lifestyle  as  normal  should  be 
accordingly  praised.”  I  think  that’s  absurd.  No 
matter  that  a  film  is  good  or  bad,  if  it  presents  a 
gay  lifestyle  in  terms  that  Mr.  Kyle  finds  con¬ 
genial  or  “normal”  (whatever  that  is)  then  it 
“should  be  accordingly  praised.”  Under  such  a 
dictum  1  would  be  allowed  to  say  “I  think  this 
film  sucks,  but  a  member  of  the  community 
thinks  .it  presents  a  gay  lifestyle  as  normal, 
therefore,  I  am,  accordingly,  praising  it.”  That’s 
roughly  what  Mr.  Kyle’slogicleavesme  with!  The 
categorical  imperatives  in  both  Mr.  Nichols’  and 
Mr.  Kyle’s  letters  perhaps  unconsciously  posit 
knee-jerk  reactions  to  views  they  do  not  find 
felicitous.  They’re  acting  as  cultural  commissars 
passing  off  their  opinions  as  political  and  cultural 
orthodoxy  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  communities. 
(Mr.  Nichols  ends  his  construct  with  the  noblesse 
oblige  of  a  grand  seigneur,  “I  congratulate  him 
(Ripploh)  and  encourage  more  gay  and  lesbian 
people  to  work  on  new  pieces  that  expand  on 
Taxi’s  successes.”  And  God  Bless  You,  Mr. 
Nichols.) 

The  quote  “the  willing  suspension  of  disbelief” 
which  both  Nancy  Walker  and  I  used  and  which 
Mr.  Nichols  derides  as  “dead,”  is  from  an  essay 
by  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  the  great  English 
poet  and  critic  (“Rhyme  of  the  Ancient  Mar¬ 


iner,”  “Kubla  Khan,”  Biographia Literaria,  etc.) 
in  which  he  measures  writing  by  the  ability  of  the 
author  to  lose  the  reader  in  the  work  at  hand,  to 
immerse  the  reader  so  totally  in  the  subject  matter 
that  he  or  she  suspends  the  everyday  objectivities 
the  reader  measures  life  by,  and  becomes  seduced 
by  the  inner  logic  of  the  writing  and  willingly 
suspends  disbelief.  1  couldn’t  get  lost  in  the  film 
this  way.  Rather  than  being  involved  1  found 
myself  constantly  checking  my  watch.  1  found  the 
situations  in  the  film  boring,  and  the  characters, 
stereotypical.  The  quote  is  a  valid  expression  for 
me  of  what  1  found  lacking  in  the  film.  Further¬ 
more,  Mr.  Nichols  trashes  Mrs.  Walker  for  using 
this  quote  and  connects  it  to  her  “Victorian 
bourgeous  ideas.”  Coleridge  died  in  1834.  Vic¬ 
toria  ascended  the  throne  in  1 837 .  Coleridge  was  a 
Romantic  poet  closer  aesthetically  and  concep¬ 
tually  to  Shelley,  Byron,  and  Keats,  anti¬ 
establishment  poets  of  the  early  19th  century, 
than  the  prevailing  artistic  probities  that  were  cur¬ 
rent  years  after  he  died.  Victorian  attitudes  about 
art  and  writing  stressed  instructive,  realistic,  and 
positive  themes  and  modes.  If  this  is  true,  then 
maybe  Mr.  Nichols  can  criticize  Mr.  Kyle’s 
positiveness  about  normalcy  as  fragrantly  and 
flagrantly  Victorian.  But,  alas,  Mr.  Nichols  in¬ 
tuits  “adaptive  uses  that  can  bring  a  heightened 
sense  of  reality  and  immediacy  to  a  work  of  art.” 
Doesn’t  that  sound  vaguely  Victorian?  Victorian 
literature  was  full  of  cautionary  notes.  So  is  Mr. 
Nichols’  letter.  With  his  charges  that  Ms. 
Walker’s  ideas  are  “petty,”  “regressive,”  “Vic¬ 
torian,”  “imperialistic”  1  get  the  idea  that  he  is 
discussing  a  form  of  government  that  he  dislikes 
rather  than  a  critique  of  hers  with  which  he  dis¬ 
agrees.  I  think  Mr.  Nichols  is  the  saddest  kind  of 
Victorian-baiter,  one  who  has  more  than  a  bit  of 
that  age’s  proclivities  tucked  away  in  his  closet.  A 
true  closet  Victorian  Victorian-baiter. 

Alas,  if  Mr.  Nichols  must  have  a  more  contem¬ 
porary  quote,  one  not  so  “dead,”  as  he  puts  it,  let 
ime  say  that  1  missed  in  Ripploh’s  film  “a  slow, 
magnificent  and  terrifying  song”  as  James  Agee 
has  described  the  dark,  picaresque  Monsieur  Ver- 
doux  of  Chaplin.  Ripploh’s  journey  is,  I’m  afraid 
“a  slow  . .  .  song.” 

Finaly  a  most  contemporaneous  quote,  this 
about  the  artificiality  flourishing  from  too  much 
conformity  of  thought,  "In  San  Francisco  the 
residents  were  very  friendly  but  they  make  me  a 
little  suspicious.  It’s  all:  ‘thank  you,  thank  you, 
thank  you,’  and  nothing  against,  or  even  ques¬ 
tions.”  (Frank  Ripploh  in  an  interview  about  his 
film  and  himself,  GCN  Dec.  12,  1981). 

Sincerely, 

Ronnie  Allen 
Somerville,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  lelters 
should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in 
length.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon 
request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


South  End  /  Boston 

f~?\  apartment  rentals 
real  estate  sales 
condominiums 

Bennett  /  Bowen  Assoc. 

619 A  Tremont  St.,  Boston  267-5320 


BOSTON 

Live  and/or  Work 

in  this  spectacular  triplex 
loft  near  South  Station. 
2600  Sq.  Ft.  of  elegantly 
renovated  space  includes 
deck.  It's  stunning!  Owner 
is  asking  $175,000  and  is 
eager  for  offers. 

Exclusive 

Nadine  Krasnow 
244-8228 


“He  has  spent 
his  life  best  who 
has  enjoyed 
it  most” 


On  the  1 
J  Waterin  >nt 
f  240  Commercial  Street 

5231126 


.,Q  OWN  hair 
sew*  NEW 
HERBAL  DISCOVERY 


Young  and  old  are  trying 
the  amazing  product  and 
are  astounded  by  the  results. 
For  further 
information  call 

335-2216 

(Area  Code  617) 

As  seen  on  Channel  5  News. 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
trices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
lon  a  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie.  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  on  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Botton  Tel.  523-2187 


Plumbing 

&heating 


Robert 
Dargort 

445-5891  8* 


-tgi — nff 


XANADU 


Phototypesetting 


GRAPHICS 

•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 


VacationQuest  ResortSharing ® 

With  luxury  condominiums  in: 

Las  Hadas,  Manzanillo ,  Mexico 
Kuilima  Estates,  Oahu,  Hawaii 
Dillon,  Colorado 
Hutchinson  Island,  Florida 
Paradise  Island,  Bahamas 

•  One  package,  one  price 

•  40  vacation  weeks  for  £5,500  $4,950 


Condominium 

Travel  Store 

Ask  For  Fred  Mesinger 

349-2643 


•  painting 

O 

•  floor  soncSng 

o 

a 

•  wall/ceiling  repair 

n 

•  weathering 

o 

"  FOR  ESTIMATE  CALL:  (offer  7O0pm) 

Outch  (617)427-6350 

Ce*o  "  666-2340 

c 

P  HD— 

k 

Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Flemins,  mfa 

265-2289 

eveninss 


y&jSISTCC  MAKy  ELEPHANT/  M 


Q«a 

QLomen  ^ 


Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn 

Reflections  on  a 
Queerbashing 


Alcohol  Training  Practicum 

Atlantic  Nutritional  Association  offers 
18-week  course  in  alcoholism 
counseling  and  treatment.  Begins 
Feb.  4,  1982. 

(617)720-0693 


complete  Tock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work.reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


By  Nancy  Walker 

The  bar  was  smokey  and  crowd¬ 
ed,  the  music  loud,  the  dancing 
sensuous  and  inviting.  A  stranger 
leaning  on  the  bar  had  a  par¬ 
ticularly  attractive  stance.  X  walk¬ 
ed  up  to  him,  began  a  conversa¬ 
tion.  The  man  smiled,  indicating 
willingness  to  converse  more 
closely.  They  had  a  few  drinks  and 
then  agreed  to  spend  the  rest  of 
the  evening  together. 

The  two  strangers  were  now 
becoming  fast  friends,  at  least  for 
a  brief  interlude.  As  they  stood  on 
the  sidewalk  not  far  from  the  bar 
at  which  they  met,  discussing  to 
whose  home  they  should  repair 
for  the  balance  of  the  night,  a  car 
pulled  up  to  the  curb,  a  man 
jumped  out  and  hit  X  over  the 
head  with  a  hockey  stick.  X 
crumpled,  senseless,  to  the 
ground.  Then  the  assailant  scur¬ 
ried  back  to  his  car  and  sped  off. 
He  did  not  steal  anything.  His  ob¬ 
ject  was  not  to  take  any  material 
possession  but  rather  to  take  his 
victim’s  health  and  joy  and 
possibly  even  his  life  itself. 

There  are  many  horrors  in  the 


world  about  which  we  shake  our 
heads  in  disapproval,  but  about 
which  we  do  nothing,  mainly 
because  the  horrors  do  not  come 
home  to  us  in  a  very  real  way. 
They  are  simply  facts  of  other 
peoples’  lives,  and  usually  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  sufficiently  remote  from  us 
for  us  to  continue  in  our  daily 
rounds  without  being  too  disturb¬ 
ed  by  the  miseries  inflicted  on 
these  distant  individuals. 

I  suppose  “queer  bashing” 
seemed  very  remote  to  me  because 
I  do  not  frequent  places  known  by 
outsiders  to  be  gay  gathering 
points,  and  neither  my  sother  nor 
I  seem  particularly  unusual,  so  we 
would  not  be  attacked  for  being 
lesbians  simply  because  we  could 
not  be  identified.  My  own  closest 
friends  have  not  been  beaten  up 
for  being  who  they  are  either,  so  I 
have  not  been  touched  in  a  deeply 
personal  way  by  this  particularly 
ugly  expression  of  American  anti¬ 
gay  feeling. 

But  not  long  ago  I  came  to  work 
and  was  greeted  by  my  boss  with 
the  dreadful  information  that  a 
friend  of  his,  a  man  I  had  met  and 
Continued  on  page  12 
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For  a  change  in  your  life  we  invite  you 
to  try:  The  Wishing  Well  Magazine  and 
Services.  Features  hundreds  of  current 
members'  self-descriptions  (by  Code  #), 
letters,  opinions,  valuable  resources, 
reviews,  and  much  more.  Introductory 
copy  $5.00  ppd.  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Confidential,  supportive,  dig¬ 
nified,  sensitive,  prompt.  Eight  years’ 
reliable  reputation.  Beautiful,  tender, 
loving  alternative  to  "The  Well  of 
Loneliness."  A  family  feeling.  The 
pioneer  of  them  all!  Free  information. 
Gay  Women  are  writing  and  meeting 
EVERYWHERE  through: 


Trite  TLisIting  TLeffl 
9.0.  ^Box  117 
Jkwrto.  Co.  94948-0117 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of: 

Neck  and  shoulder  pain  Headaches 
Low  back  pain  Bursitis 

Acute  and  chronic  musculoskeletal 
conditions  resulting  from  occupa¬ 
tional  stress  and  nervous  tension 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

Evening  Appts.  Available 


M°'\  atea»,^UV’,"0tV'tV  ... 


w  O’ 


»»»•  ”YVans  atvd  ft®* 

Sec*'™ 


cot 


\911- 


Gay  Community  News,  January  23,  1982  •  Page  7 


Philadelphia  Gay  Center  Opens  New  Location 


By  Tommi  Avicolli 
PHILADELPHIA— The  Gay 
Community  Center  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  (GCCP)  held  a  grand  re¬ 
opening  on  January  1  to  introduce 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  its  new 
location  in  the  heart  of  the  city’s 
gay  community. 

The  six-year-old  institution  was 
previously  headquartered  in  what 
is  generally  known  as  the  city’s 
“Queen  Village”  area,  once  a  gay 
Bohemian  haven,  now  a  commer¬ 
cial  night  spot  for  straights. 

The  opening  was  festive,  draw¬ 
ing  hundreds  of  people  despite  in¬ 
clement  weather,  which  had 
canceled  the  annual  Mummer’s 
Parade.  The  night  before,  the 
city’s  four  gay  religious  groups, 
Beth  Ahavah,  Integrity,  Dignity 
and  MCC,  hosted  a  New  Year’s 
Eve  Dance  at  the  Center  which 
drew  about  300  people. 

The  New  Year’s  opening  fea- 


NOLAG _ 

continued  from  page  3 
spoke  up  for  the  CLGR  activists, 
however.  Said  Kissell,  “This  is  the 
first  trial  I’ve  been  to  where  the 
accused  aren’t  present  to  defend 
themselves.” 

Osborne  also  disagreed  with  the 
tone  of  the  meeting.  “Every  time  I 
read  about  NOLAG  in  GCN  or  the 
Advocate,  it’s  about  how  we’re 
torn  by  internal  strife.  I  believe  in 
principled  criticism,  not  a  witch¬ 
hunt.  If  Steve  Ault  is  an  FBI  agent, 
the  Weather  Underground  would 
have  been  found  out  a  lot  sooner. 
He’s  too  smart  to  be  FBI.” 

A  featured  speaker  at  the  panel, 
Bea  Roman  of  NOLAG’s  national 
office  in  Washington,  pointed  out 
that  the  problems  of  the  MOW-I 
office  in  New  York  were  local  ones 
that  should  be  resolved  locally. 

Philly  Cops_ 

continued  from  page  3 

As  of  this  writing,  the  prosti¬ 
tutes  still  seem  to  hang  out  at  13th 
and  Locust  but  not  as  much  in  the 
surrounding  neighborhood.  A 
larger  solution  to  their  dilemma,  if 
indeed  they  seek  a  way  out,  was 
not  attempted.  It  is  virtually  the 
same  neighborhood  where  male 
drag  queens,  largely  black,  go  to 
meet  friends  and  tricks,  and  Segal 
insisted  that  his  activism  had  not 
resulted  in  increased  harassment 
against  them. 

In  general,  harassment  of  all  the 
street  people  comes  and  goes 
depending  on  community  pressure 
and  political  vicissitudes  like  elec¬ 
tions.  Commissioner  Solomon 
said  in  the  Gay  News  interview 
that  “we  have  to  keep  prositution 
under  control,  because  of  the 
disease  aspect  .  .  .  We  don’t 
entrap  anybody.”  He  said  the 
same  was  true  of  the  vice  squad  in 
general  in  their  activities  in  other 
homosexual  meeting  places. 
Philadelphia  District  Attorney 
Edward  Rendell,  known  as  a 
friend  of  the  gay  community,  is 
known  to  think  that  excessive  pro¬ 
secution  for  prostitution  is  a  waste 
of  time  and  person  power  for  the 
courts,  although  Jeff  Britten, 
head  of  the  Walt  Whitman  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club,  noted  that  “once 


tured  a  fair  with  displays  by  local 
lesbian  and  gay  organizations  in 
addition  to  continuous  live  enter¬ 
tainment  by  local  artists  who  regu¬ 
larly  perform  at  the  Gay  Coffee¬ 
house  housed  within  the  Center. 
The  Gay  Coffeehouse  has  been  in 
existence  since  June,  1973  and  has 
been  located  in  the  Center  since 
the  Center  opened  in  April,  1976. 

In  addition  to  the  Gay  Coffee¬ 
house,  the  Center  houses  the  Gay 
Switchboard,  a  Library  and  the 
Integrity  Institute  and  will  soon 
house  a  VD  clinic  for  gay  men  and 
a  health  care  center  for  lesbians 
provided  by  Community  Health 
Alternatives,  a  lesbian/gay  health 
concern.  Regular  events  at  the 
Center  include  an  Over-35 
Coffeehouse,  a  gay  men’s  rap 
group,  a  Gay  Art  Alliance,  a 
women’s  Coffeehouse,  Gay  AA 
and  a  youth  group. 


Asked  by  GCN  to  comment  on 
the  move  of  NOLAG’s  national 
office  from  Boston  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  Roman  said  that  Marsha 
Levine  and  Armando  Gaitan,  vol¬ 
unteer  staffers  for  the  Boston 
headquarters,  were  not  commun¬ 
icating  with  each  other  or  with  the 
rest  of  the  organization.  “Marsha 
and  Mondo  are  good  local  organ¬ 
izers  but  they  just  don’t  under¬ 
stand  the  complexities  of  running 
a  national  office.  And  by  the  way, 
I  was  misquoted  in  GCN,”  said 
Roman.  “I  never  said  the  Boston 
office  suffered  from  ‘gross  mis¬ 
management’  though  I  probably 
should  have.  What  little  money 
there  was  was  being  spent  too  fast 
and  the  minutes  were  not  getting 
out.  We  weren’t  getting  any  satis¬ 
factory  answers.  We  wanted  to 


you’re  thrown  into  the  jaws  of  the 
criminal  justice  system  you  have 
to  be  chewed  around  for  a  while.” 
The  treatment  of  minority  groups 
at  Philadelphia’s  police  head¬ 
quarters  (“the  roundhouse”)  is 
not  known  for  being  superb,  even 
for  those  who  do  not  end  up  being 
held  and  charged. 

The  change  in  the  Philadelphia 
Police  Department  has  nonethe¬ 
less  been  dramatic,  all  the  more  so 
in  light  of  the  country’s  right- 
ward  turn.  The  level  of  civility 
between  gays  and  the  police  here 
seems  to  reflect  the  power  both  of 
the  gay  community  and  of  one 
man,  Commissioner  Solomon. 
While  it  is  apparent  that  there  is  a 
different  tone  even  on  the  part  of 
the  district  chiefs,  it  is  not  clear 
how  ready  for  the  change  the  aver¬ 
age  cop  is.  Last  fall,  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Inquirer’s  Today  magazine 
highlighted  the  rank  and  file  Phil¬ 
adelphia  policeperson’s  resistance 
to  change  in  an  article  entitled 
“The  Moody  Blues  —  Philadel¬ 
phia  policemen  are  grumbling.” 
The  article  stated,  “They  have 
complaints  about  the  commission¬ 
er  ..  .  the  disciplinary  harass¬ 
ment.  But  the  problem  may  come 
down  to  this:  Frank  Rizzo  is  a 
hard  act  to  follow.”  It  pointed  out 
that  the  average  cop  is  a  white 


About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  the 
Center  announced  its  intentions  to 
establish  a  Building  Fund  Drive  to 
raise  funds  for  the  purchase  of  a 
permanent  home.  When  those 
funds  did  not  materialize  by 
August  of  last  year,  the  Board  of 
Directors  began  seeking  a  space  to 


By  Mitzel 

ALBANY,  NY  —  New  York 
State  Attorney  General  Robert 
Abrams  announced  on  January  1 1 
that  Judi-Anne  Densen-Gerber, 
head  of  the  Odyssey  House  drug 
rehabilitation  centers,  misap¬ 
propriated  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars  of  public  money  for  her 
own  personal  use. 

A  two-year  investigation  by 
Abrams’  office  reportedly  reveal¬ 
ed  a  pattern  of  excessive  and  un¬ 
justifiable  expenditures  traced  to 
Densen-Gerber. 

Odyssey  House  is  a  multi¬ 
national  chain  of  drug  rehabilita¬ 
tion  centers  founded  by  Densen- 
Gerber  in  1966.  It  is  funded 
almost  exclusively  through 
federal,  state  and  city  grants. 

Densen-Gerber  has  agreed  to 
pay  back  $20,000  of  the  misap¬ 
propriated  funds. 

Sensational  charges  against 


move  the  office,  though  not  neces¬ 
sarily  to  Washington.  It  made 
sense  at  the  time  because  we  were 
still  planning  another  March  on 
Washington  and  couldn’t  afford 
both  a  Washington  office  and  a 
headquarters  somewhere  else.  We 
felt  we  had  no  choice. 


38-year-old  married  Catholic  and 
that  average  cops,  in  Solomon’s 
words,  “are  provincial.  They’re 
interested  in  what’s  good  for 
police  only.”  While  this  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  why  the  group  writing 
the  script  for  the  sensitization 
videotape  are  using  the  tact  they 
are  using,  one  has  to  ask  how  far 
they  can  go  after  that. 

Additionally,  official  liaison 
and  cooperation  work  must  be 
seen  in  the  context  of  a  period  of 
progressiveness  that  may  end.  As 
Avicolli  said,  “I  don’t  think 
police  are  our  friends;  they’re 
working  with  us  now,  which  is 
OK,  but  we  have  to  be  careful  to 
not  lose  our  integrity.”  The 
dilemma  inherent  in  wanting  to 
affect  change  from  within  without 
becoming  absorbed  was  the  object 
of  concern  for  others.  And  the 
contradictions  involved  in  work¬ 
ing  around  “law  and  order”  were 
particularly  evident  during  the 
campaign  to  “clean  up”  13th 
Street,  when  politicians  not  in 
agreement  with  our  right  to  exist 
jumped  on  the  bandwagon  of 
political  expediency. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  past  four 
years  of  contact  have  resulted  in 
long-lasting  changes  that  could 
survive  even  Rizzo’s  return. 


rent  until  a  building  could  be 
bought.  The  money  raised  during 
the  Building  Fund  Drive,  how¬ 
ever,  has  not  been  used  in  the 
renovation  of  the  new  Center. 
Instead,  an  endowment  from 
Claudia  Scott,  an  area  lesbian- 
feminist  who  died  about  two  years 


ago  and  left  the  Center  several 
thousand  dollars,  providing  the 
money  necessary  for  the  many  im¬ 
provements  made  on  the  Camac 
Street  site.  Sometime  soon,  the 
Center  hopes  to  resume  the  Drive 
to  raise  the  remainder  of  the  funds 
needed  to  buy  a  building. 


Financial  Scandal  Hits 
Anti-Kid  Porn  Crusader 


Densen-Gerber  were  first  made 
public  in  the  summer  of  1979  by 
John  Malik,  a  former  controller  at 
Odyssey  House.  Charges  by  Malik 
and  others  in  the  New  York  press 
alleged  that  Densen-Gerber  not 
only  took  Odyssey  House  money 
for  her  personal  use  but  that  she 
also  regularly  mistreated  inmates 
at  the  drug  facilities. 

The  original  charges  against 
Densen-Gerber  indicated  that  she 
may  have  misallocated  up  to 
$100,000  of  Odyssey  funds  for  her 
personal  use. 

Densen-Gerber  gained  pro¬ 
minence  in  1977  as  a  leader  of  the 
anti-kiddie-porn  movement.  She 
repeatedly  blamed  gay  men  as  the 
chief  cause  of  child  abuse  and 
child  pornography.  In  a  news  con¬ 
ference  held  last  summer  follow¬ 
ing  the  Long  Island  arrest  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Swithinbank,  Densen-Gerber 
publicly  attacked  the  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  and  demanded  an  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  group. 

Abrams’  investigation  of 
Odyssey  House  disclosed  that 
Densen-Gerber  had  spent: 

•  More  than  $3800  on  enter¬ 
tainment  for  persons  who  had  no 
connection  with  Odyssey  House. 
Densen-Gerber  and  her  husband 
spent  $500  of  Odyssey  money  for 
tickets  to  a  gala  for  retiring  New 
York  State  Comptroller  Arthur 
Levitt. 

•  More  than  $9200  in  telephone 
bills  charged  to  Odyssey  House 
from  Densen-Gerber’s  East  End 
penthouse  and  her  Westport, 
Connecticut  country  estate. 

•  $6100  in  annual  dues  to  the 
Atrium  Club,  a  private  New  York 
health  spa  used  by  Densen-Gerber 
and  her  husband. 

•  $1000  to  pay  her  parking 
tickets. 

•  And  $3800  in  undocumented 
travel  expenses  incurred  by 
Densen-Gerber  in  company  with 
her  husband  and  other  associates. 
These  included  trips  to  London, 
San  Diego,  Honolulu,  Dallas, 
Hong  Kong  and  Tasmania. 

Nathan  Riley  of  Abrams’  office 
told  GCN  that  the  financial  abuse 
resulted  from  Densen-Gerber’s 
total  control  over  Odyssey  House. 
He  said  she  had  set  up  the 
organization  in  such  a  way  that  no 
one  could  challenge  her  opera¬ 
tions  there. 

Part  of  the  agreement  signed  by 
Densen-Gerber  orders  a  restruc¬ 
turing  of  Odyssey  House  by  which 
three -fourths  of  the  new  board  of 
directors  must  be  independent  of 
Densen-Gerber.  In  addition,  an 
independent  Odyssey  ad¬ 
ministrator  must  be  appointed 


who  is  not  answerable  to  her. 
Densen-Gerber’s  role  has  been 
reduced  to  that  of  therapist  and 
psychiatrist. 

After  signing  the  agreement, 
Densen-Gerber  promptly  attacked 
Abrams,  asking  why  he  did  not 
have  better  things  to  do  than  audit 
Odyssey  House.  Abrams  retains 
supervisory  access  to  Odyssey 
House  books  for  a  probationary 
period  of  three  years.  If  Densen- 
Gerber  does  not  comply  fully  with 
the  agreement,  criminal  charges 
could  result. 

According  to  one  source  close 
to  the  Densen-Gerber  probe,  there 
was  no  evidence  of  actual  intent  to 
commit  larceny,  which  is  a 
criminal  matter.  He  indicated  that 
he  thought  Odyssey  House  would 
be  a  better  drug  rehabilitation 
center  as  a  result  of  Densen- 
Gerber’s  lessened  role  there.  “She 
can  no  longer  act  as  though  she 
and  the  organization  were  one,” 
he  said.  He  characterized  Densen- 
Gerber’s  bookkeeping  at  Odyssey 
House  as  “very  often  sloppy.” 

On  many  of  her  numerous  trips, 
paid  for  by  Odyssey  House, 
Densen-Gerber  took  her  husband. 
Dr.  Michael  Baden.  Baden  was 
fired  by  Mayor  Ed  Koch  as  New 
York  City  medical  examiner  just 
weeks  after  Abrams  launched  his 
investigation  into 

Densen-Gerber’s  activities.  Most 
of  the  free  trips  took  place  bet¬ 
ween  September,  1978  and 
September,  1979.  Baden  also  serv¬ 
ed  as  medical  expert  to  the  U.S. 
House  Assassinations  Committee 
in  1978. 

Other  charges  against  Densen- 
Gerber’s  professional  conduct  in¬ 
clude:  that  she  forced  an  inmate  to 
kneel  and  wash  her  feet;  that  she 
forced  a  black  man  to  sit  in  a  chair 
while  white  women  spat  on  him; 
and  that  once  when  an  inmate 
died  at  Odyssey  House,  she 
ordered  other  inmates  to  dance 
around  the  deceased  while  singing 
“Jingle  Bells.”  As  a  result  of  this 
incident,  which  Densen-Gerber 
has  never  denied,  her  critics  have 
referred  to  her  as  “Jingle  Bells 
Judi.” 

Riley  said  that  Abrams’  office 
has  no  jurisdiction  to  pursue  the 
accusations  of  patterns  of  per¬ 
sonal  abuse  of  inmates  at 
Odyssey.  He  said  that  such  in¬ 
vestigations  would  have  to  be 
made  by  the  New  York  Office  of 
Medical  Conduct  and  other  pro¬ 
fessional  disciplinary  boards. 

Other  reports  (see  GCN  Vol.  7, 
No.  1 1)  reveal  that  Densen-Gerber 
harasses  gay  inmates  into  perfor¬ 
ming  as  heterosexuals. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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By  Rob  Schmieder 

In  1981  the  kinds  of  pop  music  that  gay  people 
made  and  consumed  did  not  change  radically,  but 
they  did  get  shaken  up  a  bit.  Traditionally  we  have 
listened  to  black  music  in  our  bars  and  discos,  and 
created  rock  as  invisible  gay  rockers.  But  recent  music 
indicates  that  we  can  both  be  more  visible 
participants  in  the  rock  scene  and  turn  the  language 
of  rock  into  a  more  universal  speech  with  closer  ties  to 
its  black  roots. 

*  *  * 

In  a  year  where  much  of  the  exciting  music  came 
from  black  artists,  there  was  little  change  in  the 
traditional  sexist  posturings  that  have  characterized 
much  of  black  music.  The  playfulness  of  much  of  the 
new  music  sometimes  tempered  this;  songs  like  Carl 
Carlton's  "She's  a  Bad  Mama  Jama  (She's  Built,  She's 
Stacked)"  and  Rick  James'  "Super  Freak"  ("The  kind 
you  can't  take  home  to  mother")  laid  it  on  so  thick  the 
result  couldn't  be  anything  but  camp.  Rap  became 
solidly  entrenched  as  the  height  of  cool.  The  result 
was  that  anyone’s  songs  could  become  grist  for  the 
rapper's  mill;  and  with  the  knowledge  that  pieces  of 
songs  could  be  playfully  and  perversely  recycled  came 
a  loss  of  authority  for  the  lyric  writer.  The  rapper 
appropriates  someone  else  s  beat  and  lyrics  to  his  or 
her  own  ends — it's  legal  piracy,  and  an  eclectic, 
democratic  hybrid  that  looks  only  at  musical  values 
and  is  thus  frequently  colorblind  as  it  cross-pollinates. 
In  1981  all  sorts  of  people  incorporated  rap  techniques 
into  their  music,  and  were  themselves  in  turn 
absorbed  by  other  rap  artists. 

Two  black  artists  with  devoted  gay  followings  had 
hit  years  in  1981  and  “crossed  over"  in  every  possible 
direction.  Prince  followed  up  1980's  "I  Want  to  Be  Your 
Lover"  with  two  albums  in  1981  (Dirty  Mind  and 
Controversy),  and  a  brilliant  touring  show.  Dirty  Mind 
included  songs  on  oral  intercourse  and  incest  and  had 
a  promotional  campaign  which  featured  Prince's 
gleeful  espousal  of  every  form  of  deviance.  He 
accompanied  it  with  a  hard-rocking,  sexy  tour  and 
followed  up  with  Controversy,  which  in  part  directed 
itself  at  the  criticism  Dirty  Mind  had  provoked.  Prince 
entered  1982  as  an  unabashed  "message"  artist  along 
the  lines  of  Gil  Scott-Heron  while  his  music  followed 
the  tight  Punk/Funk  pattern  that  has  become  his 
trademark. 

Grace  Jones  continued  to  deride  or  deny  the  gay 
audience  that  had  sustained  her  career  (through  four 
albums)  to  her  mainstream  smash  success.  Night- 
clubbing.  This  album  generated  a  single,  “Pull  Up  to 
the  Bumper,"  that  was  a  black  disco  hit,  a  rock  radio 
hit,  and  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  songs  of 
summer  '81  by  gay  clubgoers.  Jones  however  seemed 
determined  to  maintain  a  sort  of  S/M  relationship 
with  her  gay  male  admirers.  One  of  her  fans  went  so 
far  as  to  handcuff  himself  to  her  ankle  during  a  New 
York  show  at  a  gay  club,  while  Jones  emphatically 
denied  any  interest  in  the  gay  scene  in  interview  after 
interview.  But  through  all  this  she  has  remained  a 
unique  figure  on  the  rock  scene:  a  powerful  black 
woman,  a  fashion  figure  who  seems  to  be  completely 
on  top  of  her  image,  a  sex  goddess  who  turns  the 
conventional  male  model  of  female  sexuality  upside 
down.  In  an  interview  with  England's  New  Musical 
Express  she  showed  some  insight  into  the  paradox  of 
her  persona: 

I'm  a  woman  to  mel  And  I  feel  like  a  woman 
.  .  But  what's  a  woman  supposed  to  feel  like — / 
don't  know/ ...  [People]  think  I'm  the  Bitch  of 
Bitches!  But  that's  because  my  shows  are  so 
grand,  and  I  don't  take  anything  from  anyone 
.  .  .  People  miss  the  humour  sometimes.  They 
don't  see  the  joke  in  the  bitchiness. 

NME,  25  July  1981 

Ultimately,  Grace  Jones'  most  impressive 


achievement  is  to  have  created  a  kinky,  quirky 
persona  seemingly  out  of  thin  air.  She  is  the  first  rock 
performer  since  David  Bowie  to  have  done  this,  and  to 
have  done  it  as  a  black  woman  is  a  singular  feat. 

*  *  * 

Bowie  allowed  boys  to  dress  up,  and  in  1981  rock 
boys  did  little  else.  Spandau  Ballet  paraded  in  kilts, 
Stray  Cats  wore  pompadours  and  everyone  wore 
leather.  Adam  Ant  put  on  war  paint,  wrote 
"sexmusic,"  and  went  through  hell  with  the  press 
while  making  a  killing  on  his  records.  When  the  Big 
Question  came  up  in  interviews,  Adam  was  emphat¬ 
ically  straight.  But  a  gay  audience  grabbed  at  lyrics 
celebrating  "Antmusic  for  sexpeople/sexmusic  for 
antpeople"  and  Adam  Ant's  presskit  list  of  likes  was  a 
suspect  assortment  including  Joe  Orton,  Montgomery 
Clift  and  "original  sex'  [S/M]  clothing." 

Bowie  himself  had  a  banner  year  in  1981 .  He  played 
in  The  Elephant  Man  on  Broadway,  signed  to  play 
Brecht  for  the  BBC,  and  released  an  old  movie,  Just  a 
Gigolo,  and  a  new  album.  Scary  Monsters.  The  gay 
content  in  Bowie's  music  is  simply  there,  presented 
with  take-it-or-leave-it  panache.  When  he  did  radical 
drag  for  a  video  of  "Boys  Keep  Swinging"(from  1980's 
Lodger)  he  killed  the  record's  sales  in  England;  last 
year  the  same  film  was  a  hit  in  US  dance  halls.  Scary 
Monsters  gave  us  "Fashion,"  which  warned  about  the 
brown  shirts  under  the  New  Right  glitter,  and  "Scream 
Like  a  Baby,"  a  ballad  about  queerbashing  that  sounds 
like  Tom  Robinson  without  the  kneejerks. 
"Repetition,"  a  Lodger  song  about  wife  beating,  saw 
new  life  in  the  hands  of  the  feminist  Au  Pairs.  At 
year's  end,  lucky  boys  and  girls  found  under  the  tree 
David  Bowie:  An  Illustrated  Record.  Roy  Carr  and 
Charles  Shaar  Murray's  thoroughly  illustrated, 
concisely  and  intelligently  written  account  of  Bowie's 
long  and  varied  career  is  the  first  worthwhile  book  on 
the  subject  and  one  of  the  best  rock  books  of  the  year. 

The  only  aggressively  gay  rocker  who  matched 
Bowie's  success  in  1981  was  Pete  Shelley.  Freed  from 
being  half  of  an  increasingly  contentious  Buzzcocks 
songwriting  team,  Shelley  scored  as  a  solo  artist  and 
did  it  his  way.  In  his  first  solo  single  he  made  no  bones 
about  being  a  "Homosapien"  and  looks  to  be 
continuing  a  brilliant  career  of  writing  soulful  male-to- 
male  love  songs  that  can  make  it  on  the  dance  floor. 

While  Bowie  hoed  his  own  row — one  that  had  long 
been  indebted  to  black  music — some  of  the  other 
white  boys  hung  onto  Funk  for  dear  life,  with  varying 
success.  A  Certain  Ratio  spread  their  White  Funk/ 
Neofascist  Punk  split  personality  over  an  album,  To 
Each...,  which  featured  their  by  now  traditional 
bareass-boys  album  graphics.  They  performed  in 
khaki  shorts  and  never  cracked  a  smile;  by  the  end  of 
the  year  they  had  roped  in  a  girl  to  make  odd  noises 
on  stage  while  they  blew  the  roof  off  with  horns  and  a 
solid  wall  of  percussion.  Heaven  17's  name  made 
reference  to  a  popular  London  gay  disco  for  which 
their  songs  would  be  well  suited.  Their  first  album, 
Penthouse  and  Pavement,  contained  a  reference  to 
Reagan  as  a  "fascist  god  in  motion"  that  got  them 
bumped  from  BBC  airplay.  Other  songs  alluded  to 
"sex  in  fairyland"  and  "Geisha  Boys  and  Temple 
Girls."  Soft  Cell’s  plaintive  "Tainted  Love"  didn't  fool 
anyone  and  made  everyone  happy;  lead  singer  Marc 
Almond  had  his  cake  and  ate  it  too,  describing  his 
sexuality  as  "experimental."  Depeche  Mode  ("Boys 
Say  Go!")  sang  about  "Nodisco"  and  like  many,  many 
other  pretty  boys  had  great  success  reworking  old 
disco  tracks.  Was  it  a  tribute  to  a  black  musical 
heritage?  Were  black  musicians  being  ripped  off  and 
their  music  being  repackaged  by  gay  musicians  for 
straight  white  audiences?  Did  anyone  care? 

*  *  * 

The  independent  label  movement  continued  to 
thrive  in  England  and  America,  bolstered  by  an  qctive 
and  informed  rock  audience.  Rock  Against  Sexism  and 


like  organizations  formed  a  support  network  for  the 
independent  music  scene,  a  scene  particularly 
favorable  to  the  efforts  of  women  in  rock.  A  chapter 
of  RAS  was  formed  in  Boston  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No. 
49),  held  a  couple  of  dances  and  started  a  newsletter; 
it  s  British  counterpart  changed  its  name  to  Anti-Sexist 
Noise,  in  case  anyone  still  doubted  that  feminists 
could  laugh  at  themselves.  "All-women  band"  was 
often  a  misnomer  but,  with  the  definition  relaxed  to 
include  mixed  bands,  lesbians  were  left  with  a  long 
list  of  bands  to  support.  In  England,  the  Slits  continued 
to  dig  deeper  into  reggae  and  picked  up  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  baggage  of  sexist,  heterosexist  nonsense  from 
Rastafarianism;  but  their  stage  act  mellowed 
considerably  and  when  last  seen  was  more  woman- 
directed  than  formerly.  Delta  5  and  the  Au  Pairs  wrote 
songs  about  wearing  makeup  and  getting  orgasms, 
toured  the  US  and  released,  respectively,  a  dis¬ 
appointing  album  (See  the  Whirl')  and  an  exciting  one 
(Playing  with  a  Different  Sex).  The  Raincoats—  one  of 
the  few  genuinely  all-women  (and  part  lesbian)  rock 
bands — released  Odyshape,  which  contained  many 
quirky,  beautiful  songs,  including  "Only  Loved  at 
Night":  “Boys  loved  her  at  night/Girls  loved  her  in  the 
dark.  Their  Swiss  counterpart  Liliput  continued  a 
slow  trickle  of  wonderful  singles  with  the 
indescribable  "Eisiger  Wind."  These  two  and  others 
attended  a  pan-European  Women  in  Rock  festival  in 
Germany  last  summer  which  apparently  didn't  make 
much  of  a  splash.  Despite  the  "Don’t  Do  It,  Di ! " 
buttons,  the  royal  knot  was  tied  in  July.  The  Mistakes 
celebrated  with  "Romance"  ("...who  needs  it?/ 
Romance — who  feels  it?"),  which  appeared  on  the 
Making  Waves  compilation  album  along  with  an 
annoyingly  incompatible  assortment  of  innovative- 
and-excellent  to  embarrassing-and-bland  British 
women's  bands. 

In  the  US,  New  York's  Bloods  and  Y  Pants  got  good 
press  and  the  Bush  Tetras  scored  a  coup  by  signing 
with  England's  Stiff  Records  (Lene  Lovich's  label)  and 
by  being  the  only  members  of  an  ill-fated,  much- 
publicized  5-band  tour  of  the  UK  to  emerge  unscathed. 
They  may  have  set  new  standards  for  tough-dyke 
rock.  The  new  4-song  EP,  Rituals,  is  a  bit  disappointing 
after  their  two  hot  singles,  but  they  have  more  to 
show.  Rock  trivialists  should  note  that  these 
trendsetters  reintroduced  the  headband  into  the 
fashion  vocabulary  in  1981. 

LA's  persistent  Go-Go's  finally  made  the  big  time 
with  their  first  album,  Our  Lips  Are  Sealed,  and  heavy 
touring.  "Johnny  Are  You  Queer,"  an  old  song  they 
gave  away  to  Josie  Cotton,  got  played  to  death  in  gay 
clubs  and  on  rock  radio,  and  will  probably  live  forever 
with  such  other  gay  novelty  songs  as  Elton  Motello's 
"Jet  Boy  Jet  Girl." 

Boston's  Bound  &  Gagged  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  12) 
bit  the  dust  in  1981.  The  only  traces  they  left  were 
their  4-song  EP,  which  captures  them  with  their 
diapers  down  but  is  fun  listening  nonetheless;  and 
two  brilliant,  mature  songs  on  the  Wicked  Good  Time 
compilation  album.  Dangerous  Birds  hatched  in  B&G's 
wake,  and  continue  to  be  one  of  the  bright  lights  on 
the  Boston  music  scene.  Boston  continues  to  be  one  of 
the  few  places  where  there  are  no  rules  to  making 
music.  Flaming  faggot  Lou  Miami  sings  about  rubber 
pants,  and  doles  out  singles  one  at  a  time,  for  airplay 
only.  All-women  bands  like  B&G,  Dangerous  Birds  and 
White  Women  feature  nary  a  man  onstage  and  usually 
include  lesbians.  Propeller  Records,  a  recording 
collective  whose  business  politics  should  put  the 
women's  music  industry  to  shame,  released  a  spate  of 
recordings  in  1981.  A  4-band,  4-song  EP  contained 
CCCP-TV's  memorable  lines:  "I  fear  that  mindless 
fuck/I  fear  that  creamy  spunk,"  and  the  Propeller 
anthology  cassette  was  a  treasure  trove  which 
included,  among  other  gems,  White  Women's  ode  to 
"Midge — with  the  tease-sprayed  hair"  ("Driving  home 
from  the  shopping  mall/  Something  happened  to 
me.  .  .").  Human  Sexual  Response  toured  England  and 
released  their  second  album,  In  A  Roman  Mood. 

Britain  provided  two  other  pieces  of  Rockiana  for 
1981. 

The  Face — a  glossy  monthly  whose  devotion  to 

fashion  sometimes  overshadows  its  rock  focus _ 

established  a  consistent  editorial  dedication  to  its  gay 
readership.  Though  often  easy  to  poke  fun  of,  it 
remains  good  solid  reading  for  news  of  gays  in  rock. 

In  July,  race  riots  were  provoked  by  a  performance 
by  a  fascist-identified  band.  New  Musical  Express  had 
this  to  say  of  the  community  where  the  riots  took 
place: 

Contrary  to  recent  media  representation  of  the 
area,  Railton  Road  is  not  a  black  ghetto.  .  The 
West  Indians  have  been  here  thirty  years 
...There  are  also  sizeable  numbers  of  Irish, 
Greek  Cypriots  and  Italians,  in  addition  to  the 
traditional  working-class  white  inhabitants. 

There  is,  too,  a  large  artistic  community,  many 
of  whom  squat  in  the  several  near-derelict 
buildings. 

"There's  a  big  gay  community  at  the  top  of 
Railton  Road,"  said  a  man  outside  one  of  the 
houses  that  had  been  trashed,  "and  they're 
always  down  here  talking  with  us — we  help  them 
and  they  help  us.  The  only  group  of  people  who 
don’t  seem  to  understand  how  to  integrate  into 
this  community  is  the  police." 

NME,  25  July  1981 

The  many  cultural  streams  converging  on  the 
community  of  Railton  Road  parallel  the  many  streams 


of  rock  among  which  gay  rockers  ore  benefitting  from 
and  contributing  to  an  enriched  and  polyglot  music. 
Discs  of  1981  — 

Pete  Shelley  has  for  years  been  one  of  the  few  openly 
gay  men  in  mainstream  rock.  In  1981  two  singles, 
"Homosapien"  and  “I  Don't  Know  What  It  Is,"  launched 
his  solo  career.  "I  Don't  Know.  .  . "  is  a  scary,  on- target 
song  about  emotional  insecurity;  and  "Homosapien"  is 
quite  simply  the  most  remarkable  song  of  1981  and  a 
piece  of  rock  poetry; 

I'm  the  shy  guy 
You're  the  coy  boy 

And  you  know  we're  Homosapien,  too 
I'm  the  cruiser 
You're  the  loser 

Me  and  you  sir,  we  re  Homosapien,  too 

And  I  just  hope  and  pray  that  the  day  of  our 
love  is  at  hand 

You  and  I,  me  and  you,  we  will  be  welcome  to 
understand 

And  the  world  is  so  wrong  that  I  hope  this  will 
be  strong  enough 

For  we  are  on  our  own  and  the  only  thing 
known  is  our  love 

I  don't  want  to  classify  you  like  an  animal  in  the 
zoo 

But  it's  easy  for  me  to  know  that  you're  a 
Homosapien,  too. 

*  *  * 

Soft  Cell's  "Tainted  Love"  was  the  song  no  one  could 
get  out  of  their  head.  A  reworking  of  an  old  British 
soul  hit,  it  was  sung  with  a  lilt  that  was  unmistakably 
queer.  Soft  Cell's  album,  Non-Stop  Erotic  Cabaret,  was 
one  of  the  queerest  of  the  year  with  songs  about 
"Seedy  Films"  ("Breathing  so  heavy/Next  to  my 
neighbor/Let's  get  acquainted")  and  "My  Secret  Life": 
In  your  little  black  book 
You've  got  the  names 
And  the  favourite  persuasions 
Of  the  people  in  the  headlines 

I  don't  want  to  play 
Cat  and  mouse 
Have  the  neighbors 
Looking  over  at  my  house 
All  the  secret  smiles 
When  I  walk  in  the  room 
And  I  think  I'm  going  to 
Crack  up  soon 
I'm  going  to  run  away 
Find  a  place  in  the  dark 
Where  I  don't  have  to  hear 
The  nasty  nasty  talk 

Change  my  sex 
Change  my  hair 
Be  hard  to  find  anywhere. 

*  *  * 

Two  of  New  York's  best  bands  were  heard  at  their 
best  on  singles  in  1981.  The  Bongos'  Richard  Barone 
can  be  an  infectious  crooner  in  the  Pete  Shelley  tra¬ 
dition,  and  "In  the  Congo"  resembles  Shelley's  posture 
of  the  disillusioned  romantic: 

In  the  Congo  you  looked  right  at  me 
In  the  Congo  you  made  a  promise  to  me 
Natural  enemies 
Natural  predators 
I  want  to  go  back  home 

This  is  “dark"  music,  underneath  the  finger-popping 
rhythm;  as  is  the  Bush  Tetras'  repertoire  of  exotic  ad¬ 
venture  stories  and  urban  nightmare.  "Boom"  con¬ 
tinued  the  street-life  paranoia  of  "Too  Many  Creeps  ": 
Are  you  scared 

That  things  go  BOOM  in  the  night? 

...  No  one  to  touch 

When  you  know  someone's  there 

In  the  night? 


The  Slits,  always  an  amorphous  group,  celebrated 
1982  by  fading  away  after  releasing  a  long-awaited 
second  album.  They  are  sure  to  hang  on  in  other  mani¬ 
festations,  such  as  New  Age  steppers.  Two  Slits,  a  Sex 
Pistol,  two  Steppers  and  a  Soft  Machine  retiree  got  to¬ 
gether  in  best  anarchist  fashion  with  rock  critic 
Vivienne  Goldman  to  put  out  a  witty,  bubbly  single. 
"Launderette"  is  your  basic  bouncy  little  hordnosed 
love  song.  The  B  side,  "Private  Armies,"  is  feminist 
pacifism  at  its  nasty  best: 

Little  boys  like  dressing  up.  .  .in  uniform 

If  the  heavy  metal  boys  or  the  boys  in  blue 
Don't  like  the  look  of  you  you'd  better  watch 
out 

If  you  can't  get  a  hardon,  get  a  gun! 

It's  also  a  piece  of  dynamite  dub  from  a  bunch  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  can  no  longer  be  accused  of  dabbling  in  Ja¬ 
maican  music. 

Lesbian  rockers  looking  for  role  models  are  faced  with 
more  than  one  Slits-like  dilemma:  girls  who  ve  picked 
up  nasty  habits  from  trying  to  be  one  of  the  boys.  But 
sometimes  the  sellouts  aren't  serious  and  turn  out  to 
have  been  worth  it.  Martina  Weymouth  may  be  a  rich 
fluffhead,  as  she  is  often  portrayed,  but  her  Jamaican 
adventures  "Booming  and  Zooming"  with  a  bunch  of 
other  girls  and  boys  of  varied  colors  under  the  name 
of  Tom  Tom  Club  should  not  be  dismissed  for  that 
reason.  Weymouth  is  better  known  as  one  of  the 
earlier  female  new  wave  band  members,  as  bass 
player  for  Talking  Heads.  Talking  Heads  went  on  to 
put  on  a  black-ond-white,  boys-and-girls- together 
Afro-Funk-Punk  show  that  no  one  quite  knew  what  to 
make  of.  Now  Tina  has  taken  an  even  more  diverse 
set  of  musical  partners  and  sources  to  make  an  album 
that  is  truly  for  everyone.  As  of  this  writing,  the  single 
"Genius  of  Love"  has  been  getting  heavy  play  on  black 
radio,  rock  radio  and  in  gay  discos.  Written  in  a  rap 
format,  it  has  been  further  transformed  in  at  least  two 
other  recorded  rap  versions,  one  by  rap  king  Grand¬ 
master  Flash;  and  bits  and  pieces  of  the  song  are 
already  part  of  the  general  rap  vocabulary.  The 
moral:  a  woman  can  make  waves  in  the  world  of  rock; 
people  can  work  together  to  make  a  music  that 
belongs  to  everyone;  and  it  took  a  womon  to  make 
"Genius  of  Love." 

*  *  * 

At  least  half  the  songs  on  Grace  Jones'  Nightclubbing" 
made  the  disco  circuit  in  1981 .  The  album  consolidated 
her  image  as  a  tough  chanteuse  comfortable  in  a 
variety  of  idioms.  She  identifies  herself  as  an  "Art 
Groupie,"  "Demolition  Man"  and  in  "Walking  in  the 
Rain"  finally  confesses  to  "Feeling  like  a  woman/ 
Looking  like  a  man."  "Pull  Up  to  the  Bumper"  is  pure 
filth  which  Jones  welcomes  you  to  read  any  way  you 
want. 

*  *  * 

Prince  provided  a  strong  donee  floor  hit  with 
"Controversy.”  It  combined  his  usual  crisp,  punky 
arrangement  with  messagey  lyrics: 

I  just  can't  believe 

All  the  things  people  say — Controversy. 

Am  I  black  or  white 

Am  I  straight  or  gay — Controversy. 

The  album  of  the  same  name  contained  some  duds  but 
plenty  of  strong  funk  from  this  saucy  Rude  Boy  who 
claims  "sexuality  is  all  you  ever  need." 

*  *  * 

Bowie's  final  release  of  the  year  was  "Under 
Pressure,"  recorded  with  Queen.  Put  in  the  position  of 
being  frontman  for  someone  else's  band,  Bowie  had 
to  earn  his  keep  as  a  singer.  In  this  context,  the 
distinctive  plaintive  quality  of  his  singing  was  seen  to 
best  advantage.  In  the  hortative  tradition  of  "Heroes" 
and  “Boys  Keep  Swinging,"  the  song  urges  that 
.  .  love  dares  you  to  care  for 
The  people  on  the  edge  of  the  night 
And  love  dares  you  to  change  our  way  of 
Caring  about  ourselves. 
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England’s  Gay  Men’s  Press 


Making  Book 


By  Steve  Forgione 

In  the  words  of  London’s  Gay 
News,  “Richard  Dipple,  David 
Fernbach,  and  Aubrey  Walter  are 
names  to  conjure  with  in  the  gay 
mythology  of  the  past  decade.” 
However,  this  is  “gay 
mythology”  and  so  a  good  sense 
of  humor,  appreciation  for  the 
contradictory  and  camp,  resolute 
and  “prolonged  guerilla  warfare” 
against  society’s  hypocrisy,  and 
the  many  other  ideal  features  we 
prize  about  our  gayness  describe 
them  better.  No  idle  adulation  of 
deities  here,  please. 

What  follows  is  an  interview 
with  these  gay  activists,  the  found¬ 
ers  of  Gay  Men’s  Press.  In  GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  25,  readers  learned 
about  Alyson  Publications,  the 
American  publisher  most  closely 
related  to  Gay  Men’s  Press.  This 
interview  presents  another  chapter 
from  the  history  of  the  British  gay 
movement  and  helps  complete  the 
picture  about  the  two  most  unique 
and  busy  gay  publishing  houses  in 
the  English  speaking  world. 

*  *  * 

Steve:  How  did  Gay  Men’s  Press 
come  about? 

David :  The  creation  of  Gay  Men’s 
Press  is  directly  linked  to  our  own 
relationship  with  the  gay  libera¬ 
tion  movement.  The  three  of  us 
had  all  been  very  involved  with  the 
early  days  of  gay  liberation  in 
London.  That’s  the  time  of 
London’s  Gay  Liberation  Front 
(GLF)  and  we  were  involved  with 
it  between  1970-73  or  so.  It  was 
Aubrey  and  Bob  Mellors  who 
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found  themselves  in  the  U.S.  in 
1970,  which  was  very  much  the 
height  of  GLF  in  the  States,  and 
who  brought  the  message  back  to 
Britain  and  commenced  to 
organize  a  GLF  in  London  in  the 
fall  of  1970. 

Aubrey  and  I,  being  older  than 
Richard,  had  a  background  in  the 
left  and  anti-imperialist  move¬ 
ments  of  the  60s  and  were  in  the 
radical  wing  of  GLF.  I  should  say, 
too,  that  like  everyone  else  with 
that  background,  we  had  to  re¬ 
learn  our  politics  from  scratch. 
Still  it  provided  us  with  many 
useful  organizational  skills,  etc. 

When  the  utopianism  of  the 
First  couple  of  years  began  to  give 
way  to  a  more  diverse  and  in  some 
ways  confused  phase,  when  it 
became  clear  that  there  wouldn’t 
be  any  instant  solution  to  our 
liberation,  many  of  us  tended  to 
retreat  to  safer  ground  that  we 
were  familiar  with  from  before. 
As  it  was,  the  forms  of  gay  politics 
that  took  over  in  the  mid-70s  were 
single  issue  with  a  civil  rights 
approach  which  was  quite  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  GLF  that  saw  itself 
as  one  wing  of  the  world  revolu¬ 
tionary  movement.  So  as  far  as 
gay  liberation,  by  the  mid-70s  we 
tended  to  tag  behind  various  activ¬ 
ities  initiated  by  others  and  didn’t 
do  anything  particularly  creative 
of  our  own. 

However,  by  1978  we  were  all 
feeling  the  subjective  need  to  get 
involved  in  the  gay  movement. 
Naturally,  we  tried  to  find  some 
activity  or  area  where  we  could 
best  contribute  our  past  experi¬ 
ences  and  skills.  I’m  a  freelance 
translator  and  editor,  Richard  has 
been  and  still  is  a  bookstore  man¬ 
ager,  and  Aubrey  was  very  in¬ 
volved  with  the  production  of  the 
GLF  paper  Come  Together  which 
gave  him  certain  production  expe¬ 
rience.  As  there  were  no  gay  book 
publishers  in  Britain,  here  was  the 
opening  for  us  to  make  this  con¬ 
crete  contribution. 

Aubrey:  In  fact,  it  was  the  re¬ 
reading  of  past  issues  of  Come 
Together  that  provided  the  cata¬ 
lyst  for  the  formal  setting  up  of 
Gay  Men’s  Press.  In  America  I 
know  as  early  as  1972  there  were 
already  collections  of  interesting 
articles  from  the  more  ephemeral 
gay  papers  in  book  form,  such  as 
Karla  Jay  and  Allen  Young’s  Out 
of  the  Closets.  We  wanted  to 
collect  the  best  of  Come  Together 
in  book  form  before  they  were  lost 
forever,  since  a  lot  of  good 
material  was  there  and  many  of 
the  ideas  still  relevant  and  fresh. 
We  also  realized  that  its  publica¬ 
tion  would  coincide  with  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  GLF. 

Richard:  It  should  be  added  that 
two  of  our  very  first  three  titles 
(1980)  also  reflected  our  desire  to 
find  material  from  Europe  first. 
Up  until  then,  gay  publishing  was 
very  much  dominated  by  the  U.S. 
and  yet  there  were  so  many  ideas 
circulating  and  other  develop¬ 
ments  going  on  in  Europe  that 
were  not  being  made  known  to  the 
English  language  gay  community. 
For  this  reason,  our  first  book  was 
Mario  Midi’s  Homosexuality  and 
Liberation  which  first  appeared  in 


Italy  in  1977.  This  was  followed 
by  the  book  of  interviews  Rosa 
von  Praunheim  had  made  for  his 
film  by  the  same  title,  Army  of 
Lovers,  that  was  originally  pub¬ 
lished  in  Germany  in  1979. 

Steve:  Since  so  much  thought 
went  into  this  joint  venture,  what 
are  some  of  the  aims  or  objectives 
that  you  have  set  out  for  Gay 
Men’s  Press? 

David:  We  define  ourselves  as  a 
book  publishing  collective  com¬ 
mitted  to  gay  liberation.  We  say 
we  want  to  provide  an  outlet,  as 
far  as  we  can,  for  all  writers  in  the 
gay  male  movement  that  have 
relevant  and  interesting  things  to 
say.  There  are  certain  limitations 
to  our  “openness,”  and  perhaps 
the  major  guideline  is  that  we 
won’t  publish  any  text  that  in  our 
opinion  perpetuates  or  reinforces 
male  supremacy  or  sexism. 
Richard:  But  we  don’t  just  see 
Gay  Men’s  Press  as  an  outlet  for 
our  particular  ideas,  we  see  it  as  a 
combination  between  a  publishing 
facility  open  to  gay  writers  of 
different  kinds  in  which  our  own 
particular  interests  naturally  will 
be  strongly  represented  through 
others.  We  do  seek  to  reach  out 
from  our  particular  political  per¬ 
spective  to  the  mainstream  by  pro¬ 
ducing  books  that  on  the  whole 
are  not  explicitly  radical  in  the 
political  sense,  but  explore  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  aspects  of  gay  con¬ 
sciousness  and  how  they’re  devel¬ 
oping  in  a  manner  that  those  gay 
readers  who  do  not  define  them¬ 
selves  as  political  or  gay  libera- 
tionist  will  still  find  our  books 
accessible. 

Steve:  How  did  you  come  about 
the  name  of  your  publishing 
house?  Was  this  related  to  your 
aims  somehow? 

Richard:  Yes,  this  is  something  we 
considered  carefully  from  the 
start.  Initially  we  favored  the 
name  the  Gay  Press.  For  example, 
there  was  already  an  excellent 
feminist  press  in  Britain  called 
Women’s  Press  and  we  thought  a 
simple  straightforward  name  was 
what  we  needed  too.  We  soon 
realized  that  there  would  be  a 
problem  with  the  name  since 
many  lesbians  in  Britain  prefer  to 
describe  themselves  as  gay 
women — in  Britain  the  word  gay 
is  not  exclusively  used  by  men. 
Therefore,  we  didn’t  want  to  give 
the  false  impression  that  wg  were 
in  the  position  to  publish  on 
behalf  of  lesbians  as  well,  which 
would  have  been  a  very  false  im¬ 
pression,,  and  be  justifiably  criti¬ 
cized  for  it. 

Aubrey:  Besides,  unlike  the 
women’s  movement  which  has 
produced  fine  material  relating  to 
and  exploring  the  needs  and  expe¬ 
riences  of  women,  there  is  almost 
nothing,  or  at  best  far  too  little, 
akin  to  this  from  the  gay  men’s 
movement.  Again,  this  was  the 
space  that  we  saw  open  to  us. 
Steve:  As  the  first  publisher 
dedicated  to  the  gay  movement, 
how  has  the  response  been  to  your 
efforts? 

Aubrey:  As  a  small  publisher — 
and  don’t  forget  that  we’re  not 
Random  House  with  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  for  distribution, 
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publicity,  etc. — quite  well.  The 
initial  printing  run  of  our  first 
three  titles  is  nearly  sold  out.  Of 
course,  The  Men  With  the  Pink 
TriangleSi  hasi  soldlthe  best  to  date. 
David:  However,  this  brings  up 
another  important  point.  We  are 
viable  only  because  we  can  sell  our 
books  abroad  in  North  America 
and  other  English  speaking  coun¬ 


tries.  In  the  U.S.,  our  books  are 
handled  by  Carrier  Pigeon  (Bos¬ 
ton)  and  primarily  now  by  Flat¬ 
iron  in  New  York  for  the  East 
Coast  and  Book  People  in 
Berkeley  for  the  West  Coast. 

We  are  also  moving  towards  a 
better  arrangement  for  future 
titles  by  doing  joint  editions 
between  ourselves  and  a  North 
American  publisher.  Not  only 
does  it  share  the  cost  of  printing, 
but  it  provides  for  a  much  better 
distribution.  The  Men  With  the 
Pink  Triangles  was  our  first  joint 
edition  title  and  Alyson  of  Boston 
was  the  American  publisher. 
Steve:  How  did  this  close  working 
relationship  with  Alyson  Publica¬ 
tions  develop? 

Aubrey:  Well,  Sasha  Alyson  had 
lived  in  London  and  worked  with 
the  radical  book  distributor 
Publications  Distribution  Corpo¬ 
ration  (PDC)  and  obviously  was 
able  to  use  this  experience  effec¬ 
tively  when  he  established  Carrier 
Pigeon.  He  also  indirectly  helped 
push  us  into  going  ahead  with  the 
founding  of  Gay  Men’s  Press.  In 
the  summer  of  1979  he  returned  to 
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London  and  came  over  to  our 
house  to  look  over  some  early 
issues  of  gay  liberation  literature, 
as  he  was  planning  an  anthology 
of  radical  perspectives  in  gay  lib¬ 
eration.  This,  as  you  probably 
know,  became  their  book  Pink 
Triangles.  This  showed  us  again 
the  need  to  get  an  anthology  of 
Come  Together  published.  So 
when  we  decided  several  months 
later  to  begin  Gay  Men’s  Press  it 
was  quite  natural  for  us  to  write 
Sasha. 

David:  So  we  went  from  a  distri¬ 
bution  agreement  with  Carrier. 
Pigeon,  to  Alyson  printing  an  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  Men  With  the  Pink 
Triangles,  and  Finally  collaborating 
on  our  first  co-produced  title  The 
Spiral  Path  in  1981  which  will  be 
the  arrangement  for  future  titles. 
The  books  are  actually  typeset  and 
printed  here,  but  carry  both  of  our 
imprints. 

Steve:  What  are  some  of  the  new 
titles  on  their  way  and  other  pro¬ 
jected  ones? 

Aubrey:  By  December  of  this 
year,  our  first  fine  art  book,  Tom 
Pilgrim’s  Progress  Among  the 
Consequences  of  Christianity  and 
other  drawings  by  Mario  Dubsky 
should  be  available  in  the  U.S.  It 
carries  an  introduction  by  leading 
British  art  critic  and  broadcaster 
Edward  Lucie-Smith.  As  a  gay 
publisher  we  want  to  explore  the 
gay  sensibility  in  the  visual  arts  as 
well. 

Mario  was  inspired  to  do  this 
series  of  drawings  under  that  title 
by  the  trial  of  Gay  News  several 
years  ago  which  was  brought  to 
court  under  a  medieval  blas¬ 
phemous  law  (as  part  of  a  cam¬ 
paign  by  Britain’s  Anita  Bryant, 
Mary  Whitehouse.)  Visitors  to 
New  York’s  GAA  Firehouse 
might  remember  the  large  work 
done  by  Mario  and  John  Button 
for  its  opening  in  June  1971.  It 
was  entitled  Agit-Prop  Photo¬ 
montage  Mural  and  four  sections 
from  it  are  reproduced  inside  the 
covers  of  the  book.  The  mural  it¬ 
self  was  completely  destroyed  in 
the  1974  fire. 

Richard:  Also  to  be  out  by  the  end 
of  the  year  will  be  The  Age  Taboo 
edited  by  Daniel  Tsang,  who  is 
also  editor  of  the  gay  left  journal 
Gay  Insurgent.  We  hope  it  will 
rectify  a  lot  of  ignorance  and  mis¬ 
understanding  around  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  sex  between  “adults”  and 
“minors.” 

David:  Most  of  our  new  titles  give 
testimony  to  the  realization  of  our 
aims  and  our  desire  to  reach  out  to 
the  broader  gay  movement  and 
provide  a  needed  publishing 
facility.  Already  Gay  Men’s  Press 
is  being  approached  by  talented 
gay  writers  with  works  in  both 
Fiction  and  non-fiction  who  for 
sure  would  find  difficulties  in 
finding  a  mainstream  publisher. 
The  collection  of  short  stories, 
Cracks  in  the  Image,  is  an 
example  of  this.  Here  are  fairly 
young  and  unknown  authors  who 
are  exploring  the  problems  of 
living  as  a  gay  man  in  the  world  of 
the  70s  into  the  80s  from  a  per¬ 
spective  that  can  be  called,  with  a 
small  letter,  radical  and  are  cer¬ 
tainly  breaking  new  ground.  We’ll 
soon  be  publishing  the  first  novels 
of  two  contributors  to  that  anthol¬ 
ogy,  one  being  Ian  Everton’s 
Alienation  and  a  still  untitled  one 
from  Barry  Nonweiler.  In  the 
non-fiction  field,  in  1982  we’ll  be 
publishing  Alan  Bray’s  pioneering 
study  Homosexuality  in  Renais¬ 
sance  England. 

Richard:  We  are  also  approached 
by  more  established  writers  who, 
being  gay,  wish  to  publish  under 
our  name.  Another  novel  soon  to 
be  in  print  is  David  Rees’  The 
Continued  on  Page  12 
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Dragging  Around 


Last  weekend,  Bruce  took  an 
excursion  into  a  Back  Bay  institu¬ 
tion.  Armed  with  a  miniature  tape 
recorder,  warm  clothing,  and  dis¬ 
guised  as  a  casually  attired  gay 
journalist,  he  chatted  with  the 
people  involved. 

By  Bruce  Gordon 

Of  all  the  movies  that  have  cap¬ 
tured  the  hearts  of  American 
youth,  there  is  none  like  the 
Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show. 
Many  films  have  become  “cult” 
films  in  their  time,  but  not  one 
continues  to  command  the  devo¬ 
tion  of  fans  like  Rocky. 

The  Exeter  Theatre,  26  Exeter 
Street,  Boston,  has  been  featuring 
the  Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show 
each  weekend  at  midnite  for  close 
to  three  years.  Every  weekend, 
lines  of  avid,  crazy,  decadent  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  lining  up  on  New¬ 
bury  Street,  adorned  in  the  finery 
of  their  favorite  characters.  The 
audience  ranges  from  those  who 
are  seeing  the  film  for  the  first 
time,  known  as  “virgins,”  and 
those  who  return  week  after  week 
after  week.  .  . 

.  .  .  one  young  woman  said  that 
she’d  been  going  for  over  two 
years,  both  showings  (Friday  and 
Saturday),  and  with  a  simple  bit 
of  multiplication,  some  200  + 
times!  When  can  you  see  women 
bespangled  as  Columbia  and 
freaky  as  Magenta  or  men  in  fish¬ 
net  stockings  or  affecting  perfect 
assholes?  11:30  any  weekend  on 
Newbury  Street! 

I  had  to  ask,  “What  brings  you 
back  week  after  week?”  “Oral 
sex!”  “Elbow  sex!”  some  exclaim¬ 
ed.  Some  answered,  “I  don’t 
know,  HE  brought  me  here.”  And 


it  was  a  bit  cool  to  be  standing  out 
in  front  of  T.G.I.  Friday’s  clad  in 
sequined  shorts  and  a  fur  coat, 
but,  what  the  hell,  “it’s  RockyV' 

So,  what’s  so  fantastic  about 
this  Rocky ?  When  the  show  be¬ 
came  a  phenomenon  after  dis¬ 
astrous  reviews  and  tours  in  the 
large  cities,  the  stage  show  began 
picking  up  a  certain  popularity 
with  college  crowds.  Two  theatres 
on  Long  Island,  in  Westhampton 
and  Uniondale,  started  late  night 
showings  of  the  film  to  en¬ 
thusiastic  audiences.  As  the  fans 
began  arriving  adorned  as  the 
decadent  characters  in  the  film, 
and  acting  out  scenes  from  the  au¬ 
dience,  stage  shows  were  devel¬ 
oped  and  performed  along  with 
the  movie.  When  Brad  (the  ass¬ 
hole)  Majors  says,  “Dammit, 
Janet  .  .  .”  there  is  a  reasonable 
facsimile  doing  the  same  for  the 
audience. 

The  Boston  group  of  players, 
some  of  which  are  three  year 
veterans,  consists  of  everything 
from  lab  technicians  to  musi¬ 
cians/writers  in  their  offtime.  But 
when  12  am  rolls  around  on  the 
weekend,  they  are  Brad  (Arthur 
Laurie),  Janet  Weissssss  (Karen 
Rhodes),  Riff  Raff  (Jeff  Skinner), 
Magenta  (Vicki  Crocker),  Colum¬ 
bia  (Kelly  McCauley),  Eddie 
(Mike  Condon),  the  Narrator 
(Don  Newton),  Rocky,  the  crea¬ 
tion  (Steve  Davies),  the  fantastic 
Dennis  King  as  Frank,  and  Dr. 
Everett  V.  Scott  (Mike  Bensher). 

They  carry  on  a  tradition  that 
will  celebrate  its  fourth  birthday 
on  May  first.  They’ve  put  on  the 
show  (a  lip-synching  and  a  live 
show,  too)  at  DiRocco’s  and  other 


the  Cinema 


places  to  raise  money  for  their 
equipment.  They  live  Rocky  Hor¬ 
ror  Picture  Show  —  breathe  it, 
don’t  dream  it,  but  be  it.  Why? 

“It’s  fun!”  This  was  the  general 
consensus,  yet  there  had  to  be 
something  more.  As  it  was  put  to 
me,  “Can  you  think  of  any  other 
place  in  the  world  where  there  is  a 
drag  show  every  weekend?  I 
mean,  people  come  to  play  out 
their  fantasies,  vicariously  some. 
We’ve  had  audiences  who  know 
every  line  of  the  movie  and  shout 
them  out  at  every  chance.  We’ve 
also  had  total  virgin  audiences 
who  don’t  crack  a  smile,  laugh  - 
an  occasional  night  where  they  are 
astounded  and  sometimes  appall¬ 
ed.” 

“It’s  a  living  and  it  keeps  me  off 
the  streets,  true  dedication  ...” 
(to  absolute  pleasure)  was  the 
answer  to  why  they  still  do  it,  are 
doing  it. 

“Do  you  have  any  preference  to 
the  role  you  portray?”  I  asked 
Don,  who  plays  the  Narrator. 

“1  have  no  neck!” 

“You  are  boring,”  asserts  a 
techie,  “you  asked  for  it!” 

“Sometimes  it’s  better  if  you’re 
really  into  it.  Someone  in  the  au¬ 
dience  takes  a  liking  to  you  as 
your  character  and  wishes  to 
become,  say,  a  techie  or  at  least  a 
stand  in  if  necessary;  if  they  feel 
that  they  can  do  it.  That’s  one  way 
we  find  our  players,  if  they  come 
up  to  one  of  us  in  the  cast,  we  let 
them  audition. 

“Some  of  us  are  truly  into  the 
movie.  Steve  Davies,  who  plays 
Rocky,  literally  lives  the  part.  His 
apartment  is  full  of  Rocky 
memorabilia,  pictures  of  Peter 


'oi? 


Hinwood  (who  plays  Rocky  in  the 
film)  letters  to  him  and  other 
things.  Steve  didn’t  have  the 
physique  that  he  has  now  when  he 
started,  he  built  himself  up, 
weights  and  things.”  Indeed,  for 
when  I  talked  to  Steve,  he  told  me 
that  Peter  Hinwood  is  now  an 
;  “.  .  .  art  dealer  in  Chelsea 
(England)  and  has  sort  of  lost  that 
‘little  boy’  look.” 

“The  movie  plays  games  with 
love  and  death,  that’s  why  it  draws 
people  back  again  and  again.  You 
can’t  go  anywhere  in  Boston 
where  there  are  800  people  all  hav¬ 
ing  a  great  time!” 

OK,  1  asked  them,  in  your  opi¬ 
nion  what  makes  this  movie,  this 
experience  transcend  the  boun¬ 
daries  betwixt  gay  and  straight 
cultures?  What  makes  it  so  ap¬ 
pealing  to  both  gay  and  straights? 

“We,  the  film  and  the  show  of¬ 
fer  a  large  closet  door,  so  to 
speak,  that  allows  a  lot  of  people 
to  be  free,  freer  than  they  would 
normally  be.”  “It  can  be  a  curiosi¬ 
ty  factor  for  some,  but  some  say, 
‘that  it’s  a  place  that  I  can  do 
things,  be  things  that  I  can’t  do 
anywhere  else.’  If  you  want  to 
walk  in  one  week  in  pumps  and  a 
dress,  here  it’s  fine,  almost 


apropos.  For  some  this  is  the 
Halloween  for  every  weekend,  a 
time  when  men  and  women  can 
feel  comfortable  in  whatever  they 
choose  to  wear,  be  it  costume, 
cross-dress,  whatever.” 

There  should  be  a  Rocky  Hor¬ 
ror  Picture  Show  for  every 

r^nrpccivf*  citnatinn 


PROOUCED  AND  DIRECTED  BY  MCK  BROOMFIELD  AND  )OAN  CHURCHILL 
A  HAST  RUN  FEATURES  RELEASE 


U.S.  PREMIERE 
STARTS  WEDNESDAY 


1:10.  2:50,4:30, 
6:10.8:00,9:45 


a 


Boston 

NICKELODEON  1-2  3 

600  Comm  Avf  24  7  2160 


WILL  THE  REAL  PRIVATE  BENJAMIN  PLEASE  STAND  UP! 

SOLDIER 
^  GIRLS  * 


"SCENE  AFTER  SCENE  IN  ‘SOLDIER  GIRLS'  SHOWS  THE  TRUTH 
TO  BE  MUCH,  MUCH  STRANGER  THAN  FICTION. 

'PRIVATE  BENJAMIN'  INDEED!" 

_  Janet  Maski/New  York  Times 

"APPALUNG,  "A  HILARIOUS 

HILARIOUS  AND  TOUCHING ..."  MX  ANTI-WAR  SATIRE.  AT  TIMES 


David  Ansen/Newsweefc 


RESEMBLING  A  MEL  BROOKS 
SKETCH  . . ." 

William  Wolf/New  York  I 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 
2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 


»if 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U, 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Moss.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


-ioA  Crt'1  W  omen  own< 


& 
.546^ 


524 

Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


GARY  BUSECK  and 

STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 

landlord/lease  problems 

income  tax 

wills/probate 

criminal  &  civil  trials 

real  estate  transactions 

injury  claims 

relationship  contracts 

partnerships/corporations 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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Tear 

Your 

Heart 

Out! 


Our  annual  Valentine's  Day 
Champagne  Dinner  drawing 
winner  and  companion  will 
enjoy  a  romantic  evening  of 
champagne  and  dining  at  the 
casually  elegant  “By  George" 
restaurant.  To  enter  -  “tear  your 
heart  out",  fill  it  in,  and  bring  it 
to  Copley  Flair  before  the 
drawing  on  Valentine’s  Day, 
February  14. 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450 


Copley 

Flair 

CARDS,  GIFTS  &  MORE 

583  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(opposite  the  Hancock  Tower) 
M-F9-8,  Sat.  9-6,  Sun  12-6 


behavior 
o55oaat<2s 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 
Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

Depression  •  Hypnosis 

Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 
Cambridge  accepted 


FREE 

HEALTH  SEMINAR 

at 

BOSTON  EVENING 
MEDICAL  CENTER 

“Sexually  Transmitted  Diseases ” 
Saturday,  January  30,  1982 
2  to  4  P.M. 

314  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 
Call  267-7171  for  Reservation 


EXCITING  GROWTH  POTENTIAL! 

Therapy  Group  for  Gav  Men 

to  work  on  Various  Life  issues 

MOW  FOBMINQ 

Mass  Bay 

Counseling  Associates 

Dennis  Iadaroia  965-1311  Don  Mi 


Don  McGaw 


JANUS  COUNSELING 

21  Bay  Street 
Cambridge,  Mass.  02138 
For  individuals, 
couples, 
groups 

Feminist  perspective 
Special  interest 
in  lesbian  concerns 
For  appointment 

Call  (617)661-2537 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  ODS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

WHITE  HANKIE  LEFT 
and 

THE  PERFECT  MAN  X 


RUGGED  MEN 
NAVY  BLUE 


Boston y  Best  AN  Mate  Show! 


Ps^cfyic 

‘Tair 

Sunday  Jan.  17,  12-6 
at 

The  Boston  Psychic  Center 
145  Tremont  St.,  Adm.  $3.00 
Lectures,  Readings, 
Demonstrations 

phone  338-7601 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 

Caribbean  Cruise 
One  Week  February  20 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N  Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


GMP 

Continued  from  page  10 
Milkman’s  On  His  Way.  Richard 
Dyer,  who  has  been  published  in 
the  States,  is  preparing  The  Gay 
Film  for  us.  This  is  specifically  a 
study  of  films  made  by  gay  direc¬ 
tors  for  a  predominantly  gay  audi¬ 
ence  starting  with  Germany  of  the 
20s  right  through  the  American 
underground  of  the  50s-60s  to  the 
various  genres  that  are  current 
today  such  as  pornography,  etc. 
This  should  be  a  good  comple¬ 
ment  to  Vito  Russo’s  The  Cellu¬ 
loid  Closet.  Also  in  the  works  is 
Lorca:  the  Gay  Imagination  by 
well-known  British  literary  critic, 
Paul  Bindings.  This  will  be  the 
first  study  on  Lorca  written  from 
a  specifically  gay  perspective 
which  will  explore  the  gay  sensi¬ 
bility  that  in  his  view  indeed 
underlies  the  color  of  Lorca’s 
works. 

David:  Something  different  for  us 
is  also  being  published  soon.  It’s 
entitled  Gay  Pocket  Health  Book 
and  is  designed  to  literally  fit  into 
your  pocket.  It’s  translated  from 
the  German  and  should  prove  to 
be  of  particular  service  to  younger 
gays. 

Aubrey:  One  project  we’re  par¬ 
ticularly  excited  about  is  the  gay 
cross-cultural  survey  we’re 
planning.  These  will  be  small 
books  looking  at  gay  life  in 
various  countries  and  the  par¬ 
ticular  forms  that  both  the  oppres¬ 
sion  and  the  resistance/struggle 
against  it  take.  The  first  of  the 
series  should  be  out  in  1982  also. 
Some  of  the  countries  already 
projected  to  cover  are:  China, 
Germany,  Cuba,  Brazil,  Mexico, 


Reflections 

Continued  from  Page  6 

liked,  had  been  viciously  attacked. 

The  little  scenario  at  the  beginn¬ 
ing  of  this  column  pretty  much 
describes  what  happened  to  my 
boss’s  friend.  Of  course,  he  was 
taken  to  a  hospital,  and,  I  am 
relieved  to  be  able  to  report  that 
he  is  well  enough  now  to  return  to 
work,  but  the  experience  was  sear¬ 
ing,  and  not  only  was  the  attack 
brutal  and  stupid,  but  also  the 
treatment  he  received  at  the 
hospital  was  shoddy  and 
discourteous  because  the  hospital 
personnel  involved  realized  that 
he  was  gay  and  therefore  an  object 
of  contempt  in  their  eyes. 

At  this  writing  I  don’t  know  if 
the  police  have  contacted  the  man 
or  tried  to  do  anything  for  him, 
but  for  many  days  after  the  inci¬ 
dent  was  reported  to  them,  the 
police  made  no  attempt  to  reach 
the  victim. 

It’s  as  if  gays  don’t  belong  to  the 
human  race,  but  even  animals  are 
treated  with  more  consideration  in 
this  society.  There  are  animal  pro¬ 
tection  leagues,  and  if  a  man  is 
reported  for  beating  a  dog,  some 
authority  will  take  action.  Bat¬ 
tered  children  and  battered  gays 
fare  far  worse.  And  that  is 
frightening,  frightening  and 
frustrating. 

People  have  told  me  that  even 
when  the  police  are  given  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  attackers  and  license 
plate  numbers  of  their  cars,  they 
will  not  charge  assailants  with 
assault  if  the  assault  has  been 
perpetrated  against  a  gay  in¬ 
dividual.  By  “police”  I  mean 
Boston  police;  I  don’t  know  how 
such  things  are  handled  elsewhere, 
but  I  assume  the  worst  because 
the  political  climate  is  ripe  for 
such  dreadful  events.  Before  our 
very  eyes,  this  country  is  being 
transformed  into  a  haven  for 
bigots  of  all  kinds.  Right  wing 
pressure  wins  every  battle  in 
Washington.  The  country  is  being 
made  safe  only  for  the  rich,  and 
the  white,  Protestant  male.  We 
have  gone  full  speed  ahead 
backwards  to  the  age  of  Hoover 
and  the  Great  Depression.  The 
economic  situation  is  terrifying. 
Right  now  we  have  9.5% 


Soviet  Union,  India,  and  Japan. 
Richard:  And  last,  but  not  least,  is 
a  three-volume  collection  of  the 
selected  writings  of  Edward  Car¬ 
penter,  the  pioneer  19th  century 
gay  socialist.  His  life  is  the  subject 
of  the  play  Dear  Love  of  Com¬ 
rades.  Plans  are  for  the  first 
volume  to  be  published  in  1982 
also. 


Available  only  from  Alyson  Pub¬ 
lications,  P.O.  Box  2783,  Boston, 
MA  02208: 

The  Age  Taboo,  Daniel  Tsang, 

editor 

The  Men  With  the  Pink  Triangles, 
Heinz  Heger 

The  Spiral  Path ,  D.  Fernbach 

Distributed  by  Flatiron, 

175  5th  Ave.,  New  York,  NY  10010: 
Army  of  Lovers,  R.  von  Praunheim 
Come  Together,  Aubrey  Walter 
Cracks  in  the  Image,  R.  Dipple,  ed. 
Homosexuality  and  Liberation, 

Mario  Mieli 

Theories  of  Homosexuality, 

Martin  Dannecker 
Tom  Pilgrim’s  Progress  Among 
the  Consequences  of  Christianity 
and  other  drawings,  Mario  Dubsky 
Two  Gay  Sweatshop  Plays  (As 
Time  Goes  By  &  The  Dear  Love  of 
Comrades), 

Noel  Greig  &  Drew  Griffiths 
(Flatiron  also  has  gay  titles  from 
Falling  Wall,  Journeyman,  Pluto, 
and  Riverrun  Press) 

On  the  West  Coast  write  to:  Book 
People,  2940  7th  St.,  Berkeley, 
CA  94710 


unemployment,  the  highest  since 
World  War  Two.  Such  conditions 
bring  out  the  worst  in  people. 

The  bigots  have  been  given  the 
go-ahead  signal  by  Washington, 
certainly  unofficially  and  certainly 
non-verbally,  but  everyone  can  see 
what’s  happening  and  what  is 
about  to  happen.  I’m  surprised 
that  the  President  hasn’t  invited 
the  KKK  to  dinner  and  presented 
them  with  some  kind  of  medal  of 
honor.  Anyone  who  lived  through 
the  Hitler  era  sees  similarities  here 
and  now,  and  quakes  accordingly. 

Recently,  watching  the  news  on 
television,  I  learned  that  incidents 
of  anti-semitism  are  on  the  rise.  In 
North  Carolina  two  private 
schools  that  discriminate  against 
Blacks  were  given  tax-exempt 
status  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service.  Such  a  precedent  can  roll 
the  clock  back  to  pre-1950  with 
one  stroke.  Affirmative  action 
and  equal  opportunity  employ¬ 
ment  are  going  to  be  flushed  right 
down  the  Reagan  toilet,  along 
with  countless  other  aspects  of  the 
“New  Deal.” 

I  feel  as  if  I’m  living  through  a 
portion  of  American  History  that 
I  flunked  in  high  school.  1  never 
thought  it  would  be  replayed  just 
for  my  benefit.  If  I  could  have 
learned  it  the  first  time  around, 
maybe  there  wouldn’t  have  been 
another  serving? 

Whatever  the  case  may  be,  and 
however  bad  the  social  conditions 
in  general,  1  don’t  want  the  gay 
community  to  be  stomped  on. 
More  specifically,  I  don’t  want  to 
see  an  unending  stream  of  queers 
being  bashed,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  no  one  is  going  to  help  us  but 
ourselves. 

There  is  nothing  new  about 
banding  together  to  help  protect 
one  another.  I  have  even  sug¬ 
gested  this  myself  in  the  past,  but 
nothing  came  of  the  suggestion 
because  assaults  on  gays  were  not 
rampant.  They  are  increasing 
now,  however,  at  an  alarming 
rate,  and  we,  as  a  community, 
must  not  tolerate  such  abuse.  We 
can’t  afford  to  stick  our  heads  in 
the  sand  and  hope  it  will  all  go 
away.  We  have  to  make  it  go 
continued  on  page  13 
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The  Other  Side  of  the  Wall 


The  pressure  to  silence  and 
eliminate  lesbians  and  gay  men 
increases  daily.  Many  of  us  have 
already  been  snatched  from  so¬ 
ciety  and  hidden  behind  bars. 
Those  of  Us  who  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  mobility  are  responsible 
for  creating  avenues  of  commu¬ 
nication  with  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  captivity.  Prisoners 
need  support  as  well  as  a  place 
to  articulate  their  struggle  and 
share  information  about  how  the 
“law’’  is  carried  out.  Prisoners' 


By  Bobbie  Lee  White 

I  have  to  remind  myself  alot  that 
if  a  person  doesn’t  think  or  try  to 
work  out  the  things  that  he  or  she 
doesn’t  understand,  it  will  never 
get  done  or  thought  about. 

In  the  places  I’ve  been  there 
have  been  so  few  real  gays,  but 
there  have  been  a  lot  of  people 
who  needed  the  pride  that  comes 
with  being  gay. 

In  the  past  five  years  and  two 
prisons  (Iowa  State  Prison  and 
Leavenworth  Federal  Prison),  I 
have  seen  a  lot  of  different  ways 
the  “gay”  population  is  being 
treated. 

It’s  not  only  the  keepers  that 
give  out  bad  treatment,  the  in¬ 
mates  misuse  and  put  down  people 
that  only  wish  to  live  their  own 
lifestyle. 

To  me,  being  in  prison  and  also 
gay  is  like  growing  up  —  there  are 
a  lot  of  stages  to  go  through  and 
every  one  of  them  has  its  own  dan¬ 
gers.  I’ve  found  it  wise  to  get  your 
own  space  around  you  and  only  let 
in  the  people  that  you  are  sure  you 
can  fully  trust. 

And  if  you  are  mistreated  by 


experiences  vary  widely,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  branch  (local, 
state,  federal,  ''mental"),  secur¬ 
ity  level,  state,  "crime,"  and  indi¬ 
vidual  person.  Prisoners'  oppres¬ 
sion  reflects  both  the  struggle  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  every¬ 
where,  and  special  problems 
that  stem  directly  from  the  prison 
system  itself.  In  addition  to  this 
monthly  column  by  and  for  pris¬ 
oners,  GCN  runs  a  prisoner 
section  on  the  last  page  of  every 
other  issue. 


anyone,  don’t  let  it  stop  you.  Deal 
with  it  the  best  you  can  and  go  on 
from  there.  You  can  do  more 
about  mistreatment  on  the  out¬ 
side,  than  you  can  on  the  inside.  If 
a  person  is  doing  life,  he  or  she 
should  try  and  help  someone  get 
out  who  believes  in  the  same  things 
they  do. 

The  gay  people  that  I’ve  seen 
fight  hard  enough  just  to  survive, 
let  alone  try  to  understand  the  feel¬ 
ings  that  come  at  us  from  all  sides. 
But  it  is  well  known  to  me  that  if 
you  survive  long  enough,  you  will 
come  to  an  understanding  that  you 
survived,  and  how  you  survived.  It 
took  me  32  years  to  come  to  an 
understanding  of  myself,  my  space 
and  my  gayness,  so  I  think  I  know 
how  hard  it  must  be  for  others. 

I  feel  now,  with  all  my  being, 
that  it’s  time  for  me  to  give  part  of 
myself,  and  just  maybe  my  words 
and  feelings  will  help  another  gay 
that  is  going  through  what  I’ve 
been  through  and  am  still  going 
through.  These  are  a  few  of  the 
things  that  I’ve  “learned”  to  un¬ 
derstand  over  the  past  five  years. 

To  understand  that  most  people 


in  prison  are  looking  for  a  way  to 
let  out  their  pent  up  emotions  and 
some  of  the  ways  they  use  can  be 
very  dangerous. 

To  understand  agressiveness 
within  and  without  myself. 

To  understand  the  difference 
between  sex  and  gayness. 

To  understand  that  being  your¬ 
self  is  more  important  than  being 
what  someone  else  wants  you  to 
be. 

To  understand  that  you  cannot 
be  used  unless  you  let  yourself  be 
used. 

To  understand  that  to  believe 
in  yourself  can  be  the  most  helpful 
thing  you  ever  do. 

To  understand  that  being  in 
prison  is  nowhere,  being  free  is 
somewhere. 

To  understand  never  to  misuse 
your  own  space,  no  matter  how 
much  you  want  the  things  outside 
of  it. 

To  understand  that  what  you  do 
to  other  gays,  you  do  to  yourself. 

To  understand  that  if  a  person 
does  not  care  about  his  or  her  own 
life,  they  have  no  reason  to  care 
about  yours. 

To  understand  that  being  raped 
is  not  the  end  of  your  life,  if  you 
still  live. 

To  understand  that  you  must 
never  help  anyone  do  something  to 
someone  that  you  don’t  want  done 
to  you. 

To  understand  that  gayness  of 
any  kind  is  still  put  upon,  so  if 
you’re  going  to  be  out  front, 
please  use  caution,  discipline,  and 
determination. 

To  understand  that  being  gay  is 
something  more  than  having  sex 
with  the  same  sex. 

To  understand  that  helping  an¬ 
other  person  means  giving  part  of 
your  space  and  your  self  —  in  pris¬ 
on  that  part  could  mean  your  life 
as  well.  Choose  well  the  ones  you 
help. 

Day  by  day,  be  good  to  yourself, 
today  may  be  your  last  chance. 


Learning  to 

Understand 


Reflections 


Continued  from  Page  12 
away. 

I  can  remember  very  vividly 
what  happened  several  years  ago 
when  there  was  a  big  “sex  ring” 
bust  in  Revere.  It  looked  as  if  a 
number  of  gay  men  were  going  to 
be  railroaded  into  prison.  Instant¬ 
ly  a  committee  materialized  and  it 
met  in  the  GCN  offices  to  discuss 
how  best  to  deal  with  the  situa¬ 
tion.  Why  has  not  such  a  commit¬ 
tee  coalesced  around  the  more 
wide-spread  and  dangerous  issue 
of  “queer  bashing?” 

The  population  in  general  is 
now  blessed  with  the  “Guardian 


Angels.”  I  think  it’s  about  time  we 
formed  patrols  to  escort  people 
from  gay  watering  spots  to  their 
cars,  or  homes,  if  need  be,  similar 
to  the  Fenway  patrols  of  a  year  or 
two  ago. 

Creatures  like  the  one  that 
bashed  my  boss’s  friend  are 
bullies,  so  they  are  also  cowards. 
If  they  see  that  we  are  prepared  to 
protect  ourselves,  I  think  they  will 
leave  us  alone,  but  we  do  have  to 
organize  and  we  do  have  to  act. 
Isn’t  there  someone  out  there  with 
organizational  skills,  time  and 
some  commitment  to  fellow  gays 
who  would  be  willing  to  get  this 


“Protective  Perverts”  group  roll¬ 
ing?  Funding  for  whatever 
materials  and  equipment  are  need¬ 
ed  could  be  worked  out. 

I  don’t  want  to  go  into  minute 
details  here,  but  I  think  other 
places,  as  well  as  the  local  Boston 
community,  should  seriously  con¬ 
sider  forming  patrols  to  put  an 
end  to  terror  in  the  streets  for 
gays.  We  have  as  much  right  as 
anyone  else  to  exist  in  peace.  The 
trouble  is  that  peace  is  always  a 
battle  very  hard  won.  And  so¬ 
meone  has  to  be  willing  to  join  the 
battle. 


*  Copley 


CARDS.  GIFTS  &  MORE 

583  Boylston  St..  Boston 
(opposite  the  Hancock  ToweO 
M-F  9-8  Sat  9-6  Sun  12-6 
247  3730 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 

Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 

a 


727  AtlANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 0211’ 


Ral 


BuIIOWQ/  SCREEN  PRINTER 


HUMAN  SERVICES 
PERSONNEL 

A  variety  of  full  and  part-time  positions  are  available  at  our 
facility  for  the  Jevclopmcntally  disabled  assisting  our  clients  and 
helping  them  develop  daily  living  skills. 

•  NEW  HIGHER  PAY  SCALE 
Starting  Salary:  $  1 1 ,628 

•  No  Prior  Mental  Retardation  Experience  Required 
Extensive  on-going  training  and  supervision  provided. 

•  Promotional  Opportunities 

•  Excellent  Benefits  Package 

•  Convenient  Location 
20  minutes  from  Boston. 

For  further  information  or  to  arrange  an  interview,  please 
contact  our  Recruitment  Office  at  (617)  894-3600,  or  write 
to  us  at  the  Walter  E.  Fernald  State  School,  200  Trapelo 
Road,  Waltham,Massachusetts  02154. 

WALTER  E.  FERNALD 

Stale  School 


We  are  an  equal  opportunity  employer  M/F/HC 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 


Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


Boston-San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico 

Round  Trip  $199 

ALL  GAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 

Feb.  20-27,  San  Juan,  St.  Lucia, 
Barbados,  Guadeloupe,  Antigua, 

St.  Thomas,  From  $775 

ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


Boston’s  Friendliest  end  Economy  Minded  Agency 


Classifieds 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

FRIENDS— NO  SEX 
We  want  to  meet  creative,  intelligent, 
adventurous  lesbian  couple  or  couples 
to  share  and  enjoy  the  good  things  of 
life.  479-0919. _ (27) 

Black  Philadelphian  lesbian,  22,  feels 
isolated  In  Camb  area.  Desire1  quiet  con¬ 
versation  w/bright  insightful  F  in  re¬ 
laxed  space.  Some  college  pref.  Health 
minded.  Not  much  money  or  inspiration 
so  don't  get  about  as  much  as  I’d  like 
to,  but  it  might  be  nice  so  please  call, 
color  or  no.  Karin  (61 7)  868-0659.  (26) 

Shy  &  lonely  GM  would  like  to  meet 
some  nice  people  F  or  M  near  Kingston, 
NH.  I’m  41,  not  attractive  but  can  be  a 
gd  friend.  GCN  Box  486. _ (28) 

Woman,  late  40’s,  educated,  wd  like  to 
meet  other  women  or  lesbian  cpIs  for 
dates,  friendship.  Can  be  a  good  friend. 
Am  in  Greater  Boston  area.  GCN  Box 
493. _ (26) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Too  tired  to  think 
A  little  bit  scared 
But  love  for  you 
is  unim  paired. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine _ 

ROMANCE 

GWM  24  5 '6",  120  lbs,  attr  sks  the 
above  w/GM  24-34,  good  looking, 
straight  acting/appearing.  Sincere  re- 
plies  only,  please.  GCN  Box  495.  (26) 

Lonely  inmate  age  33  hobbies  include 
weightlifting,  body  building,  electron¬ 
ics,  brown  hair  blue  eyes  GWM  really 
need  correspondence.  In  hopes  of  de¬ 
veloping  a  sincere  relationship.  Please 
write  soon.  GCN  Box  496. _ (26) 

KATE  MILLETT  FEB  13  AND 
Alma  Routsong,  Beverly  Smith,  Kate 
Rushin,  Madame  Nose,  Mimi  Jones 
plus  music  photos  artwork  &  so  much 
more.  Come  celebrate  Lesbian  Pride. 
Arlington  St.  Church.  7:30  sharp.  $7.50 
Tix  New  Words  Bookstore. _ (26) 

KAY  GARDNER  IN  CONCERT 
Feb.  3,  Oasis  Wimmin  Only  $6.00.  7:30. 
Celebrate  Gertrude  Stein’s  birthday! 
_ (28) 

GM  couple,  30s,  recently  moved  to 
Downeast  Maine  wants  friends  also  ski 
partners  (downhill  or  x-country)  in  area. 
POBox3,  Hancock,  ME  04640.  (29) 

TO  BEARSIE  ON  DONUT  DAY 
It  began  with  donuts  on  a  plate 
Seven  years  ago  on  our  first  date 
You  took  me  to  operas  I  can’t  spell 
I  took  you  to  Barry  White  and  Patti 
Labelle 

You  shop  at  A&P,  paying  full  price 
At  ShopRite  sales,  I  buy  ten  when 
one  would  suffice. 

Happy  anniversary!  Love,  Foxie  (26) 
I’m  a  non-smoking  atheist  woodsman, 
25  years  old,  hoping  to  meet  another 
nice  guy  20-25  who  enjoys  country  liv¬ 
ing  &  has  no  interest  in  drugs  or  reli¬ 
gion.  I  love  sex,  trees,  movies  if  they’re 
good,  sex,  reading,  photography,  hik¬ 
ing,  and  sex.  This  is  not  a  sex  ad.  Write 
Tim  Brown  Box  1277  Conway,  NH 
03818. _ (26) 

Thanks  for  the  kind  words  re:  Taxi.  NW 
GWF  OVER  38 

Prof  woman  who  loves  life  laughter  love 
looking  for  same  would  like  friendship 
first  and/or  love  both  would  be  nice 
honesty  a  must.  Life  is  wonderful  but  at 
times  lonely— let’s  meet  write,  tel  #  are 
nicer,  GCN  Box  494. _ (28) 

SUSER  AND  MOR 

Under  a  foot  of  snow  I  found 

Warm  hearts  who  thaw  my  own. 

We  are  all  strong  women. 

Thanks.  Shar. (26) 


GM  25  has  home  &  relationship  for 
youth  needing  same.  Will  assist  you  in 
your  move  to  New  Orleans,  &  if  you're 
not  happy,  will  return  you  home.  Photo 
please.  GCN  Box  487. _ (28) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904, 
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WANTED  A  NEW  GF  FRIEND 
Professional  GWF  29  into  photography 
sports  &  quiet  times  not  into  bars  or 
drugs  Ikng  for  someone  to  share  some 
time  with,  with  same  interests.  Write 
PO  Box  524,  Billerica,  MA  01821.  (26) 

BIG  BROTHER 

I’m  35,  GWM,  goodlkg,  athletic,  ener¬ 
getic,  understanding,  affctnte,  &  rebel¬ 
lious.  Prof  writer,  travel  extensively,  live 
in  NYC  &  SF.  Happy  w/my  life,  wd  like 
to  share  good  times  (and  bad)  w/a 
younger  guy  to  age  24.  Right  guy  will 
see  the  world.  Let's  exch  letters  & 
fotos.  All  ans.  Joe.  GCN  Box  492.  (28) 
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WANT  TO  REACH  WOMEN? 
Advertise  in  the  program  for  the  Alix 
Dobkin  concert,  Boston,  Feb.  20. 
Page/$40,  'h  pg/$20,  ’/«  pg/$10.  Call 
Maida  426-4469.  ■ 


TO  THE  HOT  NUMBER, 
our  benefactor,  who  brought  us  heat 
where  there  was  none.  Thank  you  very, 
very  much.  You  have  helped  many 
frozen  toes  to  thaw. 

Attractive  bright  GWM  30,  155,  5'11", 
cleancut.  Many  interests.  Live  in  Natick 
area.  Looking  for  that  special  guy. 
Please  write  GCN  Box  491. _ (28) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  SOCIAL  CLUB 
In  Leominster  meeting  every  2nd  &  4th 
Fri  nites  at  8pm.  Meet  new  people,  rap 
groups,  pot  luck  suppers,  games, 
music.  For  more  info  call  Pat  or  Ian 
(617)  537-7005  or  534-9881.  Everyone 
welcome.  Pot  luck  supper  Jan  22,  8pm, 
$1  donation. _ (2 7) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA02114. _ (c) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  M A  02138.  (36) 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-S,  NY,  NY  10018  or  phone  (212) 
475-0987. _ (38) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

GIVE  US  THE  CHAIR 
We  would  love  it  if  someone  could 
provide  us  with  an  executive  chair  (with 
wheels  and  arms,  nothing  fancy).  Our 
furniture  is  sparse  and  such  an  item 
would  be  much  appreciated.  Please  call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469.  Thank  you. 

GIVE  GCN  A  WEIGHTY  GIFT 
If  anyone  out  there  has  an  accurate, 
functional  postal  scale,  we  would 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Ours  has  seen 
better  days,  and  for  legal  reasons,  we 
must  have  a  good  postal  scale.  Call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  if  you  can  help 
us  out.  Thank  you. 

MICROFILM  READER  WANTED 
The  GCN  staff  would  love  to  be  able  to 
read  its  back  issues  on  microfilm,  but 
cannot  afford  to  buy  a  film  reader.  If 
anyone  has  access  to  a  used  one  or 
would  like  to  donate  one  to  the  office, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

ROOMMATES 

LF,  former  GCN  news  editor  now  strug¬ 
gling  law  student,  sks  CHEAP  place  to 
live  near  T.  I’m  friendly,  independent, 
politically  minded.  Can  pay  up  to  $130 
per  month  incl  heat.  Call  Denise 
427-2355  eves  or  leave  message 
247-8778  days. 

2  GMs  each  Ikng  for  place  in  group 
household,  have  joined  forces.  Do  you 
know  of  a  house  or  apt  for  rent  in  or 
near  Camb?  Or  perhaps  an  opening  in 
an  already  existing  hsehld?  Or  are  you 
int.  in  joining  forces  w/us?  We  are  one 
GCN  writer  &  1  music  student  Ikng  for  a 
non-sexist,  supportive,  semi-coop  hse- 
hold.  Larry  at  GCN  426-4469. _ (c) 

LF  sks  same  for  large,  sunny  third  floor 
apt  with  great  view.  Cats  OK.  $150  plus 
util.  427-2266. _ (26) 

2  LFs  sk  3rd  to  share  beautiful  JP  apt  nr 
T.  $90/mo  pis  util.  We  are  1  student,  1 
working;  indept  but  committed  to 
house.  522-0197. _ (26) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GWM  wants  resp  GM  to  share  nice  2  br 
apt  Camb  200  heat  inc  pis  Vi  util.  497- 
5033. _  (26) 

2  GF  sk  2  GF/M  to  share  9  rm  home  (4 
dogs,  2  pigs)  in  rural  wooded  Plymouth 
neighborhood.  Hse  fully  applianced  nr 
Boston/Hyannis  bus.  Own  rm(s)  &  priv 
bath  $150  htd  (coal)  share  phone,  elec. 
888-5086. _  (27) 

Allston:  BiF  sks  G/BiM  or  F  to  share 
beautiful  2  rm  apt.  Must  be  neat,  quiet, 
independent  non-smoker  pref  exclnt 
loc  nr  T,  grocery,  laundry,  avail  immed. 
$175  htd.  (617)254-7046,  keep  trying.  (26) 


NEWLY  RESTORED  HOME 
Dorchester:  3  bdr  apt  very  sunny,  big,  in 
safe  resid  area.  LF  sks  2  F  to  share  $150 
pis  ht  pis  util.  Thru  Aug,  maybe  longer. 
Call  any  time  (617)  265-8152. _ (26) 

2  LF  &  1  F  sk  LF  share  townhouse  in 
Chelsea  130  pis.  Woodstove,  solar  pan 
yrd  semi-veg.  Non  smkr.  Avail  Jan  15 
near  bus.  783-9067  ask  for  Judith  227- 
2927, _ (26) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  for  quiet  JP  apt  near  pond  & 

T.  Politically  aware,  flexible,  sense  of 
humor.  $135  plus.  522-4237  eve  & 
wknds. _ (23) 

LF  29,  artist,  sks  LF  26  pis.  Lge  sunny 
Belmont  apt  nr  bus.  BR  &  studio  avbl. 
Pkng,  yd,  dog,  quiet,  warm  energy.  No 
cig/drugs.  240 /mo  pis.  484-3864.  (24) 

Prof  GWM  sks  rmmt  to  share  ig  6  rm  apt 
in  Ashmont  sec  of  Dorchester  nr  T. 
Must  like  dogs.  150  pis  Vi  util.  436-8140 
any  time. _ (26) 

WONDERFUL  HOUSE  —  JP 
4  LF  sk  5th  for  supportive  &  friendly 
home  nr  Pond,  Arbo  &  T.  Yard,  porches, 
garden.  Good  veg  food  (flex).  No  more 
pets.  151  pis  gas  &  util.  (617) 

522-9760. _ (27) 

Beacon  Hill,  2  LF,  29,  24  sk  indep  LF  for 
comfortable  3  br  sunny  coop  apt  w/pri- 
vate  roof,  near  T.  Sec  dep  req.  $150  inc 
ht/hw.  No  pets  367-1394. _ (27) 

3  M,  1  F,  mixed  gay/str  grp  sks  1  other  F 

to  complete  our  home.  Feminist, 
mainly  vegetarian,  supportive  indepen¬ 
dent  hsehld  for  Feb  1.  Cam/Arlington 
line.  648-3434. $125 _ (c) 

GF  soc  wker  sks  warm  indep  GF  or  GM 
to  share  spac  2  bdrm  apt  Newton  w/frpl 
&  por.  200/mo  pis  util  2  mi  from  T.  No 
pets.  332-2682.  Leave  message.  (26) 

GM  prof,  mature,  sks  similar  to  share  6 
rm  house  on  Hyde  Park/Milton  line,  on  T 
bus  line,  nr  rte  128,  quiet  nbhd,  lge  yd, 
fireplace,  porch.  $185/mo  inc  ht  &  util. 
Bill  361-6571,  eves,  wknds. _ (25) 

Professional  L  sks  same  share  2  br  lux 
apt  Winthrop  on  busline.  270/mo  inc  ht, 
a/c,  tennis,  pool.  No  pets/drugs.  Marie 
846-1793. _ (26) 

1  GF  sks  2  GF  for  warm  &  friendly 
indept  apt  in  Brookline  for  Feb  1.  Rent 
controlled  w/fireplace  in  excell  shape! 
175/mo  htd.  Smokers  OK,  no  pets  or 
separatists,  please.  24  pis.  Helena, 
after  6pm  232-9068. _ (26) 

NORTH  SHORE  OCEAN  VIEW 
LF  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  on  N 
Shore  167.50  inc  ht  &  ocean  view. 
281-1543  keep  trying;  I’m  hard  to  reach. 
JO  am-12  noon,  10  pm-midnite  best.  No 
tobacco  please.  Avail  now. _ (27) 

RESORTS 


NEWPORT,  Rl  CITY-BY-THE-SEA 
New  apt  for  rent,  panoramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 

Buccaneer  —  3  mi  N  Ogunquit  $15 
couple  quiet  indoor  heated  pool  private 
bath  TV  Rt  1,  Wells.  (207)  646-2140.  (25) 

SKI  VERMONT 

Two  comfortable  bdrms  in  our  charm¬ 
ing  1820s  village  cape  near  Mt  Snow, 
Stratton  for  gay  men  or  women. 
$40/dble/night  incl  bkfst.  Wknds  only, 
max  4  persons.  Dave  &  Mike  (802) 
348-7840. _ (25) 


Fort  Lauderdale:  Guest  quarters  in  spa¬ 
cious  home.  40’  pool,  private  sun  deck. 
$18  up.  (305)764-5654.  Mark  Arthur,  745 
NE  18th  Ave,  FL,  FL  33304. _ (31) 

MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 _ 

SERVICES  ~ 

OZONE  HOUSECLEANING 
Cheerfully  and  professionally  done. 
Call  628-4272. _ (27) 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen, 
Shiatsu  (Acupressure) 
and  Reflexology  Techniques. 
Gift  Certificates  Available 
Tues-Sat:  12-7 
Joe  262-1000  ext  298 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HVPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


Carpentry  all  kinds  of  work  done  at 
reasonable  rates.  Call  before  9  am.  Jim 
522-5317. _ (26) 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)  739-7803 
For  Initial  Appt 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  general  issues  group  for  gay  men 
focusing  on  communication,  intimacy 
and  personal  issues.  Call  Francis  Giam- 
brone  451-1398, 661-4070.  (16) 


BACK  BAY 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  ASSOCIATES 

Serving  The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community 

Individual  .  Group  .  Couples 
Therapy 

Early  Evening  and  Saturday  Hours 
(617)  424-1381  (617)  646-4317 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

(28) 

GENDER  IDENTITY  SUPPORT 
Support  and  therapy  services  for 
persons  planning-involved  in  gender 
change.  Lie  Psychologist,  insurance 
accepted.  Ariel  Counseling  739-6381. 
_ _ _ _ (28) 

ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Psychologoical  services  and  individual 
therapy.  Lesbian  feminist  orientation. 
Insurance  reimbursement.  Licensed 
psychologist.  739-6381. _ (26) 

Transsexual  counseling  by  mail.  Prof 
help/advice,  temp’ry  self-castration 
technique.  Send  detailed  history  &  $15 
to  Box  3105,  Ch’ville,  VA  22903.  (024680) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral 
For  Women,  Their  Friends 
And  Families 

(617)861-8824  Lexington,  MA 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

TENDER  LOVING  CARE 
Retire  in  minister’s  own  lovely  old 
home  decor  to  suit  exc  foods  TLC  &  gd 
life  Rev  Bob  Box  5992  Kansas  City,  MO 
64111.(816)  931-8159. _ (26) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Gay  book  publisher  needs  someone 
half-time  to  do  packing  and  shipping. 
Pay  will  be  $4/hr  for  first  4  wks,  then 
$4.50/hr;  20  hr  week.  Sasha  or  Ann, 
542-5679. _ (27) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Writer’s  Assistant  Issue 
Transformations— Bird  Dog  etc 
Interviews  Wednesday  10-11  AM 
Harvard  Medical  3rd  Floor  Booth  #1.  (26) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Dorchester,  Melville  Pk  near  T,  3  bdrm 
duplex,  6  rms  freshly  painted.  Tile  bth, 
hdwd  firs,  quiet  nbhd.  $475/mo,  no  util. 
436-4129. _ (26) 

Somerville,  Winter  Hill  area  cozy  2  rm 
studio  on  top  fir  of  brick  bid,  quiet,  nr 
shopping,  Mystic  River  &  MBTA.  $200 
pis  util  &  refs.  Dan  666-9417, _ (26) 

SOUTH  END  WORCSTR  SQUARE 
Opp  City  Hosp,  1  br  apt  avail  Feb  $375 
pis  util.  247-0570,  top  fir,  1  mo  sec  dep  & 
ref  req. _ (26) 

Brick  row  house,  Cambridge,  midway 
between  MIT  Harvard  &  BU,  two  Ig 
bdrms  all  newly  renovated  $650  pis 
utils.  661-1674  after  7pm _ (2§ 

Dorch.  1  br,  Ig  rms.  Nice  st,  mny 
windows.  Avail  immed.  $245/mo  pis 
util/ht.  John  282-1244  eves. 

FOR  SALE _ 

Free  Catalog!  Z  Budapest’s  Holy  Book 
of  Women's  Mysteries,  candles,  oils,  in¬ 
cense,  ritual  supplies.  SASE  The  Laugh¬ 
ing  Goddess  Grotto,  P.O.  Box  5844, 
Berkeley,  CA  94705.  _ (31) 
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Quick  Gay  Guides 


Boston  Area  (61  7)* 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


BAGALS  (Boston  Ares  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Sociat/Suppon  Group 
do  GCN,  Box  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 
Box  2750,  Boston  02208  491-8245  or  720-0693 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
do  R.  Sklba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No  5,  Boston  02116 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  524-8575 

Chiltem  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Community  Center,  104  Charles  #169,  Boston  02114 
GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mld.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  298,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men' s  Group  944-481 8 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St„  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  I  nstitute.  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  0221 5  277-3454 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
78  Brook  Hill  Rd. 

Milton,  02167  846-7527 

Project  Place 

32  Rutland  St.  021 1 8  267-91 50 

POLITICAL/LEGAL;???:?*????????; 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right) 

c/o  GCN,  Box  4,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
c/o  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179, 1 18  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115  471-8404 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boylston  St. 

Boston  021 16  542-5415 

STUDENT????;?????*????????? 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

Boston  College,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/ Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178 
Harvard- Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  (M  F,  6-12) 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda 
255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 

(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 

Health  Profs)  354-5910 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186V5  Hampshire  St.,  Camb. 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling) 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 


287-1900x2169 
495-5476 
253-5440 


661-2537 

354-8807 


661-0450 

1-358-7512 


661-6015 


RELIGIOUS 


Eastern  Mass.  (61 7 >;??; 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luwers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass  Teachers  AssocJGay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  0191,5 
Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center 
Survival  Crisis  Line  . 


263-9607 

756-0730 


342-5117 

745-3848 

487-0387 

471-7100 


AmTikva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  497-1254 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Unlversalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  021C8  742-2100 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1  FM 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  021 72  924-0336 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany.  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELINGS** 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Belville&^ssoc.  266-1450 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophile  Alcoholism  T  reatment  Service  542-5188 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158  965-1311 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton,  02158  965-2040 
Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 

1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline  232-1459 

M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 

173  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge  924-3332 

BOOKS/BARS;?????????;?;???* 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139  876-5310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  783-5701 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  338-8447 

Harry's  Place,  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1 254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 

Jacques,  79  Broadway  338-9066 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Pipeline,  9  Lansdowne  St.  536-0206 

Play  land,  21  Essex  St.  338-7254 

Skippers,  252  Boylston  St.  262-5735 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Spoiler's  Cafe,  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  1 10  Boylston  St.  426-0086 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men  s  baths).  4  LaGrange  St.  426-1451 
South  Station  Cinema.  23  South  St.  423-4340 


REUG\ousW^smmmmmA 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 

P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844  851-6711 

MCC  Worcesterv2Jft/eHmg^on  S^^_^>^^>^.^.^753-8360^ 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 
Center.  298  Main  St..  Hyannis  02601  771-6739 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women's  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women’s  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT?*???;??;??;;?????????; 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453*3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (41 3)??;: 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  * 

WOMEN;: _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082, 774-5464 
Women’s  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91 .1  FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

religious??????????*?????;?;; 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

Hampshire  College  Gay  Men’s  Alliance 
Box  1355,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203):?* 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 
M-F8-11  pm 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One 


522-5575 


624-6869 


522-2646 

249-7691 


WOMEN 


486-4738 

522-2763 

747-5451 

481-3575 

525-2382 

646-4900 

486-4738 

347-9411 

436-2488 


Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331  -2047 

Counseling  &  Consulting 

161  Prospect  Hill,  Newport  02840  847-7229 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center. 

186  Meeting  St..  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union.  Sarah  Doyle  Center 

Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 

Box  755.  Pawtucket  02860  942  5368 

Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St..  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49.  Brown  U. 

Providence  0291 2 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  _  272-9247 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231 .  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  III,  aged  and 
handicapped).  Rev.  George  McDermott  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-3144 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 .  Concord  03301  485-3144 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785.  889-1416. 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

Speakers  Bureau.  Box  521,  Concord  03301 
Central  N.H.  Men’s  Support  Group 
67  Thorcdike  St..  Concord  03301  Joe  224-6931 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of 
women’s  events.  Box  235, 

Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women’s  club, 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802):;;$*:?:??? 

Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls  463-3966 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT  862-4296 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS) 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 


Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 


633-4047 
or  626-3618 
387-GAYS 
or  (603)  756-4226 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  1 1  Winooski,  05404  862-4296 

Maine  (207);$;?:$*;?*; 

AWA  (Male),  Box  746 

Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 
Center  for  Being,  Box  45-A 

So.  Harpswell  04079  833-6195 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

MCC  Portland,  Box  583 
Westbrook  04092 
Nat.  Org.  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  1117,  Caribou  04736 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 
Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays 


563-5856 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105 
$horelinewoman 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103 
Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  * 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 

student??????;;?*???;;??????? 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College  442-7458 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale 

Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  061 17  523-4841  x  267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.. 

New  Haven  06520  . 

religious???????**?????;: 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDIG\L/COUNSELING?*???;? 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 

Moonseed  (counseling)  727-0379 


New  Jersey  (201  )??* 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  755-9053 

Presby.  for  Gay/Lesbian  Concerns  735-9714 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 
Box  1 37  Convent  Sta  07691  762-621 7 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 

Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012 
National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  1291,  Montclair  07042 
Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903 


998-1023 


746-6196 


932-7886 


New  York  City  (212)11 

IKIFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010 
*Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10  W.  76th  St.  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 
164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011 
Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036 
Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873, 866-6651 
989-6653 


777-7697 
873-5572,  799-9432 
691-7950 
947-0949 


595-1445 

473-5884 


777-1800 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St„  1001 1 

Gay  Switchboard  ■  •  - 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
do  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

208  W.  13th  St.  741-2247 

Upper  West  Side 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc. 

165  W.  86th  St.,  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House.  27  Barrow  St.  242-4140 


Rhode  Island  (401)?;?:?;  women  *?:;?;:?;ggaa*a 

'  *  All  Tha  Oi ippnR  lA/r»mpn  Rnx  271.  Sta.  A. 


Families  of  Gay  Persons  723-0050 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta  02903  8pm-midnight 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.,  728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940  728-6023 


All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women’s  Alternative,  4  W  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


POLITICAL/  LEGAL  MmMMM 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Comm,  for  Soc  Change  of  Nat  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  135  GreeneSt.  10012  473-5731 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969,4991060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn.  1 1202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense.  132  W.  43rd.  10036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists. 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave  ,  Rm  1601  741  5800 

religious  s?????:?:?:?;???:?:?:?;?:?;? 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W  14th  St .  10004  242  6616 

Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah. 

55  Bethune  St.  10014  9299498 

Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150  8693050 

Evangelicals  Concerned  6880628 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F,  10014  5983839,242-5549 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242  1212 

Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  8683580 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT????????; 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance  598-2597 

Box  294,  10014 

NYC  News,  Box2171-G.C  C.  10163  964-7272 

NY  Native,  250  W.  57th,  #417,  10107 

WBAI  Gay  Rap  674-6004 

student;:???:??;?;;?????;;?????;;?;?; 

Gay  People  at  Columbia 

Earl  Hall,  Rm  304  10027  280-51 13 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810  598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING?????????; 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm2RW,  10014  691-6969 

Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 

Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr.  688-0628 

Identity  House  243-8181 

Institute  For  Human  Identity  799-9432 

National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  (2nd)  NYC  10012  473-5713 

Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354 

New  York  StateWW: 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56.  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)  324-2468 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 

111  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)831-2179 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  465-9246 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)  826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

women?;?;????*?*;??????;; 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN  v*vXyXyXyXyXy  lyXyX 

Rochester  Gay  Men’s  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains.  10601 

Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm)  (914)948-4922 

religious  ;?;;???;?*??** 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd.. 

Huntington  11743 

Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  J716J  442-5117 

STUDENT/YOUTH???????;???????; 

Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave.  Huntington,  11743  (516)549-1619 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 

528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 

Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale  (516)  420-2134 

Gay  Student  Union,  c/o  Polity 

SUNY  Stony  Brook  11 794  (516)246-7943 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 

SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Unlv.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Vassar  College  Gay  Alliance  Box  271 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12601 

media?;?;?;?;??????????????????;; 

Empty  Closet  Collective.  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Gay  Spirit  (WUSB,  90.1  FM)  Tues.  6-7  p.m.  246-7901 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave.  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  465-0423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
do  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

political/legal  %??;?;?:??;????? 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
(S10/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN'T). 


Calendar 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  CLub.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  #s 
for  outdoors  events:  general  #s:  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  swimming  227-5363;  basketball 
236-1914, 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  instruments.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women’s 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1FM)  1-4pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group 
alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  Second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm 
Framingham/Milford/Franklin,  MA  —  Tri¬ 
county  Assoc.  Gay  social  club.  All  ages 
welcome.  Info:  528-6544. 


Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men’s  support  group,  meets  on  the  first, 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men’s  Group. 
Newsletter  staff  and  Gay  Prisoner  Support 
Project.  Sunday  Brunch.  12:30-2:30.  67  Thorn¬ 
dike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931 


monclay 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888  1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Provldenca,  Rl  —  lesbian/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 
5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  272-9247  or 
751  3322. 

tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  is  there). 

Waltham,  MA  —  Parents  and  friends  of  Gays 
meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the 
Admin.  Bldg.  Conf.  Room,  Fernald  State 
School,  200  Trapelo  Rd.  7:15pm.  Info:  846-7527 
or  write:  Boston  Parents  FLAG,  76  Brook  Hill 
Rd.,  Milton  02167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2'h  meets  at 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the 
response  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor's  office.  All  interested 
Darties  welcome. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Pitslleld,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442-7772. 


Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


wed 


Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed.  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls.  35  + 
women  s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave 
8pm  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 


Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 
Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


thursday 


Z?,S.T°?,  h1A  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
*Jc»ArTi  US  FOLKS!).  COME  HELP  PROOF- 
rfScNeS  6'ISH  REFRESHMENTS  AND 
GOOD  TIMES.  22  BROMFIELD  ST  (NEAR 
PARK  ST.  T)  INFO:  426-4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People's  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People’s  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
686-5979. 


Worcester,  MA  —  'Straight  Talk  About  Gays”, 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps,  fri 5pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM. 

Boston,  Mm  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern's 
social/support  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 

New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 

friday 

Boston,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in. 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women’s  Services  cen¬ 
ter,  499-2425. 

ncord's  Men’s  Group 
pm  for  coffee  and  dis- 
St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


Concord,  NH  —  Co 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30 
cussion.  67  Thorndike 


coming  events 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  is  looking  for  people  interested  in 
theater  and  arts  productions  on  all  levels.  The 
two  opening  winter  shows  have  room  for  per¬ 
sons  with  technical  abilities  expecially.  Info- 

RAO  OR 7C  1 


jan  17  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Displacement  of  minorities 
from  residential  areas  (“gentrification”).  Do 
gays  have  a  responsibility?  A  discussion 
sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
and  by  the  MCC.  Speakers  include  Marge 
Ragona,  David  Scondras,  Armando  Gaitan  and 
Matt  Thall.  Old  West  Church,  121  Cambridge 
St.  (near  Gov’t  Ctr  T  stop).  3pm.  Info:  536-3392 
or  321-4382. 

20  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Twin  Tide,  double 
your  fun!  355  Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington). 
Doors  open  at  7:30  and  close  at  8.  Wed.  eves 
are  wimmln  only.  $4. 

Boston,  MA  —  Open  Lesbian  and  Gay  Poetry 
Reading  at  the  Fag  Rag  Office  (GCN),  22 
Bromfield  St.  8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women’s  Center’s  on¬ 
going  discussion  group  (“Introductory”)  will 
talk  about  the  topic  of  Sisters  tonight.  All 
women  are  welcome.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm. 
Info:  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  Theater  Works,  250  Stuart  St., 

Park  Square,  will  perform  “Split  Britches,"  a 
family  portrait  of  3  mountain  women  on  an 
isolated  farm  in  Virginia.  Weds  thru  Sats  until 
Jan.  30.  8pm.  Info:  426-6602. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Boston  NOW  Lesbian 
Task  Force  will  meet  at  7  p.m.  at  the  NOW  of¬ 
fice,  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.).  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  661-6015. 


21  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  desperately  needs  help 
with  proofreading.  Come  by  tor  an  hour  or 
two.  Your  attention  Is  all  that’s  required. 
Refreshments  and  good  times  on  the  side. 
See  Thursdays  above  tor  details. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Andrea  Loewenstein  and 
Rosario  Morales  will  be  reading  fiction  and 
poetry  at  New  Words  Book  Store,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.  7pm.  $1  suggested  donation. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  Mothers 
Group  is  reorganizing!  Please  come  to  the 
first  meeting  and  help  plan  the  group's  direc¬ 
tion  for  the  next  year.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Anne  Caputi,  music 
to  change  our  lives.  355  Boylston  St.  (at  Arl¬ 
ington).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at  8. 
Every  body  well  come.  $3. 

Medford,  MA  —  Gala  Rollerskating  Benefit  to 
support  Children's  Cooperative  Day  Care 
Center.  Bal-a-roue  Skating  Rink,  376  Mystic 
Ave.  8-10pm.  Tickets  at  Glad  Day  and  New 
Words  Book  Stores.  Info:  492-9534. 


22  fri 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  .  Phillips  Brooks  House  (Harvard 
Yard).  Dances  are  taught  and  beginners  and 
experienced  dancers  are  welcome.  7-9:30  pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  stuffing,  zipping  and 
sending  out  the  paper.  Come  by  for  an  hour  or 
two.  Good  times  and  refreshments!  See  Fri¬ 
days  above  for  details. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Am  Tikva  Sabbath  Service. 
Discussion.  Observing  the  Sabbath.  8pm.  312 
Memorial  Dr.  Info:  628-3986  or  254-0907. 
Boston,  MA  —  “Revenge  of  the  Cat-Men," 
new  performance  pieces  on  gaymale  sexual¬ 
ity  by  Clover  Chango,  extended  from  “Re¬ 
member  De-cembrr!"  At  the  Cauldron  Experi¬ 
mental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T 
stop,  off  Harrison).  8:30pm.  $3-4.  Info: 

542-8575. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Loei  Tennehouse  and 
Fran  Chelland,  original  women's  music.  355 
Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  Every  body  well  come. 
$3. 

Boston,  MA  —  Glad  Fridays  presents  John 
Preston,  author  of  the  "Mr.  Benson"  leather- 
man  series  in  Drummer  Glad  Day  Book  Shop, 
22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T).  8pm.  $2. 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Showshoe 
hikes  in  the  White  Mts.  Info:  Roy  (617) 
247-1206  (h)  or  864-5770  x2577  (w). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Solid  Ground,  singing 
songs  of  women  and  other  people  at  the 
Modern  Times  Cafe,  134  Hampshire.  7-9pm.  $2 
donation. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Workshops  in  Non-Violent 


23  sat 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women's  Center  is 
having  an  Open  House  to  celebrate  its  10th 
Birthday.  1 1am  on.  Events  will  Include  presen¬ 
tations  by  Women  Against  Violence  Against 
Women,  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center, 
Emotional  Counseling  Project,  Lesbian 
Mother  Support  Group,  Alliance  Against  Sex¬ 
ual  Coercion,  Cambridge  Women's  Oral 
History  Project,  Boston  Bail  Fund  and  many 
more!  JoAnne  Katz  will  be  singing  songs  of 
celebration  and  struggle.  Child  care  provided. 
All  women  and  children  invited.  FREE!  Info: 
354-8807.  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.). 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Cross  coun¬ 
try  skiing.  Info:  Cindy  (617)  282-6437.  (And 
also,  ski  trip  to  Inwood  Manor.  Info:  John 
864-0823.) 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Debra  Huston,  orig¬ 
inal  music.  355  Boylston  St.  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  $3.  Everyone  welcome. 
Boston,  MA  —  "Revenge  of  the  Cat-Men."  See 
22  fri  above. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  —  Am  Tikva  Havdalah 
Service  and  dinner.  7pm.  Info:  524-1617  or 
254-0907. 

24  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music 
Society.  Monthly  concert-social  meetings  for 
performers  and  listeners.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  3pm.  Info:  Rachel 
742-7997  or  Mark  236-4888 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Divorcees  perform 
"Bedtime  Stories,"  an  original  play  tracing  the 
night  lives  of  two  women.  Also  Gal  Perry,' 
spunk  rock  singer.  Somewhere,  295  Franklin. 


Persuasion.  Info:  491-8939 


8nn) 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  fo:  the  following  issue. 


